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We dedicate this newsletter to the courageous Arctic 30 who spent more than 60 days in 
detention for peacefully challenging the actions of companies seeking to exploit fossil fuel 
deposits below the Arctic and unleash untold damage to the global environment. Now with 
all out on bail, the ordeal is not over. Greenpeace continues to campaign for the dropping of 
all charges and to defend the right of peaceful protest. 
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Greenpeace exists because this fragile Earth deserves a voice. It needs 
solutions. It needs change. It needs action!

Greenpeace is an independent global campaigning organization that acts to 
change attitudes and behavior, to protect and conserve the environment and to 
promote peace.

Greenpeace has been working in Africa to end environmental destruction and 
fighting for the right of Africans to a healthy environment since the early 1990s.

Campaigns focus on climate change, destruction of forests and stopping the 
stripping of life from the oceans.

For more information, please contact iafrica@greenpeace.org or  
safrica@greenpeace.org 

At the time of going to print, many of the Arctic 30 are out on bail, but still facing 
very serious charges for crimes they did not commit. Stay with us on this story 
and together, we can save the arctic!
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Letter from the  
Advancement Director
A warm welcome to this edition of the 
Greenpeace Africa Member Newsletter 
after an eventful year for the global 
organisation and for the Greenpeace 
Africa office. We extend a particularly 
warm welcome to our new members, 
those of you who have reactivated your 
membership and upgraded your annual 
subscriptions. Thank you to each and 
every one of you who have chosen to 
continue to partner with Greenpeace. It 
is through working together that we can 
continue to tackle the challenges facing 
our environment and strengthen the voice 
of the community of committed people 
who share our sense of urgency around 
the critical issues facing our continent and 
our planet. 

At Greenpeace Africa we have affirmed 
our vision and mission as a framework 
for our next cycle of programming in our 

three major areas of Climate and Energy, 
Oceans and Forests work:

Our vision is an Africa where people live in 
harmony with nature in a peaceful state of 
environmental and social justice.

Our mission is to work with others to 
foster environmental consciousness 
whereby Africa’s people seek social and 
economic prosperity in ways that protect 
the environment for the benefit of humans, 
the planet, and the future.

In 2014, Greenpeace Africa, together with 
the global organisation, is moving into a 
new mode of working, which is about 
promoting systematic change in the 
way the organisation works with players 
in the environmental justice arena. In 
developing our strategies and policies we 
take great care.
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The Membership Programme

2014 will see the expansion of the programme to include opportunities to volunteer 
and participate in actions work; colloquiums on topical issues (the first being a 
colloquium on Fracking convened by Greenpeace on 19 February 2014 at the Cape 
Town Science Centre as part of its “Science out Loud” programme), and a member 
online ‘’story board”.  While Greenpeace accepts no financial support from companies, 
membership of Greenpreneurs is welcomed in line with our promotion of a green 
economy and green jobs.  In working with Greenpreneur members, we will strive to 
make Greenpeace membership a valuable network opportunity as well as provide all 
members the opportunity to link with people promoting green living options.

We want to increase the number of people joining Greenpeace in 2014. Our current 
membership base is 6,300 and we know that we can increase that significantly. Please 
encourage friends and family to join and gift Greenpeace membership for those 
special occasions. 

Suggestions from you about what would make the member programme more valuable 
are most welcome. Please write to our Membership Support Officer, Celehte Wymers 
at cwymers@greenpeace.org.

With thanks again and looking forward to 2014, with your support, being our most 
successful year to date. 

Adrienne Hall
Advancement Director

Adrienne Hall was the fundraising consultant for Greenpeace Africa before she officially joined 
Greenpeace as the Advancement Director in June this year. She is originally from Cape Town and 
joins Greenpeace Africa with experience at executive level at non profits in both South Africa and 
the United Kingdom.
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The Arctic 30 – the 28 activists and 
two freelance journalists detained in 
September in Russia for a peaceful 
protest – took a stand to make big oil 
companies, such as Gazprom and Shell, 
understand that we need to protect our 
planet for future generations. They wanted 
to tell these companies that drilling in the 
Arctic has disastrous consequences for 
our planet.

First and foremost, these are people. 
Like you and I, they are parents, sons, 
daughters, brothers and sisters, husbands 
and wives. Like you and I, they have 
jobs, hobbies, interests, hopes, fears, 
and dreams. They are ordinary people. 
They came from 18 different nations 
to courageously draw a line in the ice, 
bringing worldwide attention to the reality 
that climate change has no borders. 

This is your victory
Taahir Chagan Programmes Assistant
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The amount of attention the Arctic 30 
have received from supporters across the 
globe has really helped to draw attention 
to their situation – as well as on the Arctic 
– and it has elevated this issue to a global 
talking point. This is your doing. Thank 
you for every petition you signed, for every 
tweet you sent, for the warm messages of 
support, and for taking time out of your 
busy life to come to the activities. Thank 
you for adding your voice to the long list of 
people calling for the release of the Arctic 
30. This list includes Archbishop Emeritus 
Desmond Tutu, Sir Paul McCartney, 
Madonna, Marion Cotillard, Ricky Martin, 

Yoko Onlo, Nobel Peace Prize winners, 
human rights activists, and millions more 
from all corners of the globe. 

The letters from their cells in Russia let us 
know that your unwavering support kept 
them warm in the cold, bringing a smile 
to their faces - keeping their hopes of 
seeing their families, and their dreams of 
a safe Arctic, alive. “I spend a lot of time 
looking out through the window when the 
sun shines, it makes me think of all of you 
supporting us, it makes me happy and 
makes me smile.” These are the words of 
Sini Saarela, one of the detained activists.
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Thank you for 
making it happen 
Marie Suzanne Traore, Oceans Campaigner

There’s an African proverb that says “one 
finger cannot wash an entire face.” This 
proverb is used to emphasize the need 
to unite in a fight for a noble cause. The 
weight of the volunteers’ involvement in 
Greenpeace Africa oceans campaign’s 
various activities is remarkable. A perfect 
example is the World Oceans Day 2013 
celebrations in Senegal, a country where 
one in six people depend on fishing for 
livelihood.  

The event took place in a fishing village 
and its theme was “Yes to responsible 
fishing”. We went out to talk to people 
about the need to protect our oceans, 
to promote sustainable fisheries and to 
say “No!” to the return of foreign vessels 
by the Senegalese government. More 
than 700 supporters - fishermen, women 
engaged in fish processing, young and old 
came out to hang up paper fish on a net to 
express their willingness to be responsible 
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fishermen and call upon politicians to 
act for better management of marine 
resources. 

When we started our ‘Save The Thiof’ 
campaign to alert fishermen, consumers 
and policy makers of the overexploitation 
of this fish species in February, our 
volunteers were extraordinary. For two 
weeks, they traveled the streets of Dakar, 
visiting schools and markets, inviting 
consumers to join the campaign. The 
commitment and determination of our 
volunteers and supporters brought more 
than 8 000 people to join this campaign. 

Greenpeace volunteers and supporters 
took part in our activities of the oceans 
campaign without expecting anything in 
return, except the guarantee of a better 
world. A world with healthy oceans and 
without monster boats. A world where 

fishing communities on the West African 
coast can earn a livelihood from fishing 
and feed their families decently, send 
their children to school and care for them 
when they are sick. A world where young 
fishermen would no longer be tempted to 
flee to Europe in hopes of a better life. A 
world where fisheries would be managed 
responsibly, without compromising those 
of future generations. 

This circle of volunteers and supporters 
fighting for environmental justice is the 
primary strength of the Greenpeace 
Africa’s oceans campaign. 

Greenpeace depends on volunteers and 
members like you to make it happen, so 
thank you for supporting our course. 
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Looking at Congo 
As our new mission states ‘Working 
with others to foster environmental 
consciousness…” 2013 brought increased 
engagement and collaborations with our 
colleagues in other organizations. In the 
Democratic Republic of Congo, we built 
and strengthened the Forest watchdog (a 
network of local NGOs from Environmental 
Civil Society) and we are grateful for the 
work and many achievements we were 
able to accomplish together. 

These successful joint efforts include 
cooperation from Natural Resource 
Network (NRN), who have maintained the 

moratorium on new logging concessions. 
The NRN were very involved in the 
exposure of the scandal and also actively 
participated in the launch of the GP Africa 
report “Cut It Out’’. This report revealed 
how the country’s logging sector is in 
a state of “organised chaos”, with the 
DRC government’s so-called “battle 
against illegal logging” currently failing the 
Congolese people and jeopardising trade.

The Group for Action to Save Human and 
its Environment (GASHE), an active partner 
based in Mbandaka in Equator province, 
extended their support in the exposure 

Pierre Mulumba Forest Campaigner
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of the logging illegality of Bakris Wood 
Corporation (BBC). Gashe also hosted our 
first research training in October. 

This year saw us work with 10 students 
from various universities in Kinshasa 
to promote the forest song. The song 
entitled “Voix de la Forêt” (The Voices 
of the Forest), was performed by 11 
internationally acclaimed singers from 
the Congo Basin countries; in a bid to 
highlight the importance of the world’s 
second largest rain forest, which is under 
increasing threat from foreign exploitation. 

Finally, we want to express our gratitude 
to Global Witness and Lawyers without 
Borders (ASF). These two major 
international partners stood firm in the 
penalty imposed on SIFORCO a company 
that was linked with violent acts by 
local authorities against communities 
in Yalisika who were protesting against 
the company’s logging operations. Later 
the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) 
disassociated themselves from the timber 
multinational Danzer Group. We would like 
to extend our gratitude and thanks to each 
of our partners and associates for all the 
work and support.
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Meet Margot Maritz 
Margot first had an encounter with 
Greenpeace Africa in 2011, when she 
was assigned a school science project 
on deforestation. She then contacted the 
organisation to help her with research on 
the topic. 

In her own words “Since I knew about 
Greenpeace Africa, I was amazed by the 
work that you do for the environment and 
our planet. Greenpeace Africa is such an 
inspiration and I knew I wanted to support 
an organization that is awesome. I decided 
to get involved, because our goals are the 
same.” 

Earlier this year Margot’s original and 
creatively designed flag was chosen as 
one of the top five entries to a contest. 
A contest to design a flag that would be 
planted in the Arctic ocean along with 
letters from supporters all over the world 
for the protection and conservation of 
the Arctic ocean from oil drilling and over 
fishing.

She found out about the competition 
through Ruth Mhlanga, a climate and 
energy campaigner at Greenpeace Africa. 
She admits that it was wonderful to be 
part of the Arctic flag competition and to 
contribute something to Greenpeace and to 
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the Arctic. “I had so much fun designing the 
flag” she recalls. Being an avid supporter, 
this was not her only involvement with 
the organisation. She recounts her most 
memorable event, amongst others, as her 
visit on the Rainbow Warrior ship in Cape 
Town, in August 2012.

Her love for the environment prompted her 
to inspire others to be “eco friendly”. She 
does so by educating others through her 
website www.green-humanity.com. She 
quotes the words: “The goal isn’t to live 
forever, the goal is to create something that 
will” by Chuck Palahniuk as inspirational to 
her.

The theme “This is my world” for this 
newsletter issue to her means that only 
you can decide to make a difference and 
accomplish your goal, only you can make 
your world a better place. This leads us 
to ask about some of her environmentally 
friendly habits. She practices the 3 R’s: 
reduce, reuse and recycle in every way that 
she can, like using biodegradable products 
such as stationary for school. She has 
currently added to her environmental 
missions
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Youth work 
Ruth Mhlanga, Energy Campaigner

The adage that age considers while youth 
ventures is true. This year Greenpeace 
Africa got involved in a number of youth 
projects that have highlighted the inspiring 
power of young people. From spending 
time with future diplomats, talking with 
young learners to learning with council 
members, it’s been nothing short of a 
great year. 

A Greenpeace Africa friend, Green Beings 
invited us to join in the ‘Ethoma ka wena’ 
which is Sepedi for ‘it begins with you’ 
campaign. A wonderful opportunity to 
share with learners about the environment 
and the role that each of us play in its 
protection. The learners then took action 
to clean up their schools and communities, 
what began in assemblies soon became a 
community-changing event.

Spending time with the Johannesburg 
Junior councillors was an inspiring 
experience and was the first of a media 
training programme run by Greenpeace 
Africa which is a catalyst for future 
advocates. These motivated young 
people embraced the training with gusto, 
becoming exemplary spokespersons and 

advocates for the outreach, welfare and 
programmes that they run. 

Greenpeace was asked to adjudicate at 
the South African Institute of International 
Affairs (SAIIA)  the work done by the young 
people in this programme surpassed 
expectations, highlighting all the issues 
from pollution to deforestation to climate 
change and food security and showing 
clearly that  these are global concerns 
affecting people more directly in the 
developing world. Their expertise and 
passion on the topics embodies the 
willingness to change which is lacking in 
world leaders today but shows the hope 
for the future.

In all the interactions with these amazing 
young people, there is one thing I am sure 
of; the future is going to be just fine. We are 
surrounded by passionate, hardworking 
and wise young people prepared to take 
action to make our communities and 
the world a better place. While there is 
still much to be done to environmental 
problems we are fortunate these young 
people want to work with us.
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Thanks to your 
hard work 
Alexa Phillips Communications Coordinator

To mark the International Day of Forests 
on March 21, our volunteers headed out to 
Brightwater Commons in Johannesburg 
with photographs documenting the 
forest destruction by Herakles Farms in 
Cameroon. They were joined by Durban 
born Greenpeace International’s Executive 
Director Kumi Naidoo. This was a fantastic 
day, only made possible by the hard work 
and dedication of our volunteers. 

In April we held a solutions workshop in 
Kumba, Cameroon, in partnership with a 
local NGO, ACDIC (Association Citoyenne 
pour la Defense des Interêts Collectifs), 
with communities and local authorities 
on food security, land rights and forest 

protection. This was a really important 
visit, deepening our ties with our partners 
and helping us gather more information 
from the ground. In the same month, we 
launched a Forest and Food Security 
Solutions Report at a press conference 
in Cameroon’s capital, Yaoundé, with 
the same NGO. This report, Agriculture 
systems and food security in Toko, 
Mundemba, and Nguti, in South-West 
Cameroon assess how small-scale farming 
can offer a responsible development path, 
in contrast to a proposed industrial palm 
oil plantation in the region, which threatens 
local livelihoods and the environment. 
The report, and the photo exhibition that 
accompanied it, achieved widespread 
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coverage across print, TV, radio and online 
media in Cameroon. This was a huge 
success for the forest team.

In August this year, we released the results 
of a biodiversity study carried out by the 
University of Dschang, in collaboration 
with the University of Gottingen, which 
showed the presence of endangered 
primates including chimpanzees within 
the Herakles concession. We also carried 
out a village tour in the area, to share 
information on land rights amongst 
impacted communities. Herakles Farms 
used coercion and political pressure 

to force through decisions and that 
communities have not given their Free, 
Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC) for the 
project to go ahead.

Throughout 2013, supporters from across 
the globe have been sending emails to 
Herakles’ CEO Bruce Wrobel, demanding 
that he stops this project. Thanks to you, 
we now have over 20 000 emails sent, 
putting ever more pressure on the US-
based corporation. 

Villagers visit oil palm plantation in 
Cameroon - Residents of Babensi 2 
Village visit the area and sit on a pile 
of timber logged for the creation of 
an oil palm plantation belonging to 
Herakles Farms.

Villagers meeting in Cameroon - 

Babensi 2 villagers hold a meeting 

and sign a letter after visiting a 

Herakles Farms oil palm plantation.
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The fun behind 
volunteering 
Twenty-nine year old Cindy De Lange is 
passionate about environmental issues, 
so much so that she has become a regular 
volunteer in the Greenpeace Africa office. 
Lending her hand at the betterment of the 
environment, here’s her story…

My first Greenpeace encounter was in 
February 2011, I had previously signed 
up online through the volunteer link. I 
received an email to attend an induction 
and attended with my cousin, Jason. 
Tshepo Peele was there to greet us and tell 
us all about Greenpeace. The boardroom 
that has become so familiar to me now 
was new territory and full of strangers; 
very quickly that boardroom has become 
a place full of faces I know well. 

I’ve been involved in volunteering in one 
form or another since I left high school, 
our high school motto was “non vobis” 
– not for ourselves, which is something 

that has also stuck by me in my life. 
Whenever I am in a situation that I feel 
is not resonating this motto, I tend to 
move onto something else. Whenever I 
am among the Greenpeace Africa crew, I 
leave remembering this motto and that is 
why I have remained a loyal supporter. 

I was born in April 1984 and most would 
say that the world has been blessed to 
have me since then but I disagree, it is the 
other way around for me. This is my world, 
as it is yours too, for this brief period of 
time, as our ancestors were before us and 
our children will be after us. Let us treat it 
with the care it deserves. We are only one 
planet among billions in our galaxy but 
so far the only one that can support life, 
to have this world even only during our 
lifetime is something we should forever be 
grateful for and allow the generations after 
to us to claim this right too.

Cindy De Lange 
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I have inspired many people, mostly at 
social events.  This is where I can proudly 
announce that I am vegetarian to strangers 
and after that the inevitable question 
follows: Why? This usually follows with 
a five minute biography that I always get 
to throw in how little things can help the 
environment. At work, we are trying to 
evolve the office to paperless which I am 
very surprised to see my bosses get on 
the band wagon thanks to advancements 
in technology. 

I think what I would like to achieve during 
my lifetime is to overcome the negative 
connotation attached to being concerned 
about the environment. Environmentalists 
believe in policy and structure and know 
that the way to change is by being the 
policy changers of the future. We need 
to have these environmentalists in the 
constituencies that make such decision 

by pushing more people to desire to be 
educated in the correct fields. I think 
just by being part of Greenpeace, young 
people are understanding the effect of 
deterioration of the future and are more 
inclined to choose a field that can make 
the change, whether being environmental 
science or law etc.

My environmental habits include being 
a vegetarian. I know I could do better, 
but it’s a start. At work, we try and email 
the documents to participants so they 
can access it on their iPads now instead 
of printing hard copies. My brother and I 
use electricity and water wisely at home. 
I only eat fresh fruit and vegetables. I also 
use my handmade shopping bags made 
during Zero Plastic Week instead of plastic 
bags while shopping.
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Here’s to helping us run 
Greenpeace Africa

The Green Team together with Office 
Management in line with walking the talk, 
to Reduce, Reuse and Recycle embarked 
on a drive earlier this year to reuse our 
organic waste for our office plants as well 
as our vegetable garden. 

As our office grew over the past couple of 
years we noticed that our organic waste 
had almost quadrupled over the same 
period. All of this waste was being taken to 
the dump site and therefore it was part of 
the problem. We had to reduce our carbon 
footprint and fast.

We were approached by a lady called 
Rebecca Henderson from Earth Probiotic 
who showed us solutions with which we 
could turn our organic waste into compost. 
We could use the compost in our gardens 
using Bokashi. Bokashi is wheat-bran 
inoculated with a mix of probiotic bacteria, 
yeast and fungi. Developed in the 1980s 
in Japan bokashi is now globally used for 
the management of food waste. Bokashi 
is safe, natural and 100% biodegradable 
as it breaks down food waste through a 
fermentation process.

Tracy Moyo

Solar Installation Project

The project has taken off quite well and 
we have since increased our bokashi bins 
from 3 to 6 and hopefully in time we will 
be producing enough soil food to feed the 
gardens of our staff. For more information, 
please visit http://www.earthprobiotic.
co.za/ 

We’d like to give a special thanks to 
our suppliers and service providers for 
working with us through this year. An even 
bigger thanks to Sunpower for donating 
solar panels for the Johannesburg office 
and Sunworx for the installation, which 
includes over 40 solar panels and an 
inverter that has cut down our electricity 
bill by 60% so far. 
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Solar Installation Project

Solar Installation Project

Solar Installation Project

Solar Installation Project

Solar Installation Project
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Message to our friends

It’s been a challenging yet rewarding and 
insightful year for Greenpeace Africa. 

Challenging, in all we’ve set about in 
bringing a change in the way mankind 
thinks and reacts toward environmental 
issues. 

Rewarding, in the consistent, bold and 
massively continued and increased 
support, we’ve been honoured to 
receive, from all corners of Africa. 

Insightful, by the number of people 
across Africa who are coming to terms 
with the reality of global warming and its 
related issues. 

We therefore dedicate this edition to all 
those who support Greenpeace Africa 
in all its endeavours to shed light on 
pressing environmental issues through 
our campaigns and actions. 

We dedicate the work and successes of 
2013 to you our supporter! Thank you 
for standing by us.

As part of our dedication, we have re-
written our vision and mission statement 
just for you, as you will have read in 
Adrienne’s message to you. 

Celehte Wymers
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Greenpeace Sign-up form

Physical address: 10A and 10B Clamart House, Clamart Road, Richmond, Johannesburg, South Africa
Postal address: Greenpeace Africa, PostNet Suite 125, Private Bag X09 Melville, Johannesburg, 2109,South Africa 
Supporters: Telephone: +27 (0) 11 726 2404 • Email: support.africa@greenpeace.org • www.greenpeaceafrica.org
Association incorporated under Section 21 • Registration no 2008/004583/08 • Vat 4250247253

Date:Signature:

Monthly Membership Fee of:

Type of account: Current Savings Transmission

Bank Name: Branch No:

Branch Name & Town:

Account Number:

Title: First Name:

Surname: Initials:

Address:

Area: Area code:City:

Telephone (H): Mobile (Cell):

Identity Number:

Email Address:

Blog Address:

I/We acknowledge that the party authorised to effect the drawings against my/our 
account may not cede or assign any of its rights to any third party without my/our prior 
written consent and that I/we may not delegate any of my/our obligations in terms of this 
contract/authority to any third party without prior written consent of the authorised party.

SA1108

R70 R150 R250 R500 R100 Other R……….….

Annual Membership Fee of:

R800 R1 500 R5 000 R7 500 R10 000 Other R……….



Greenpeace Africa has offices in Democratic Republic of Congo, Senegal & South Africa. 
To contact Greenpeace Africa, please use the details below.

DRC Office: 11,Kauka, Q/ Royal, Gombe/Kinshasa, République Démocratique du Congo

Senegal Office: 2, Avenue Hassan II, 6eme etage, Dakar, Senegal

South Africa Office: 10A and 10B Clamart House, Clamart Road, Richmond, Johannesburg, 
South Africa

Postal address: Greenpeace Africa, PostNet Suite 125, Private Bag X09, Melville, 
Johannesburg, 2109, South Africa

Tel: +27 (0)11 482 4696, Fax: +27 (0)11 482 8157, iafrica@greenpeace.org

For supporters: +27 (0)11 726 2404, safrica@greenpeace.org

Website: www.greenpeaceafrica.org

Facebook: Greenpeace Africa 

Twitter: @greenpeaceafric

Senegal: Yes to responsible fishing.
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