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Don’t be fooled by US “actions” to address climate change

No matter how many catchy programme titles it lists or glossy reports it hands out, the Bush
Administration has no intention of reducing US emissions. And therefore, the world’s largest
emitter cannot honestly claim to be addressing climate change. 

The series of initiatives the Bush Administration lists are part of the portfolio of misleading
programmes it uses to distract from its continual promotion of fossil fuel heavy energy
policies and opposition to real action.  The Bush administration says it has pledged to reduce
US emissions’ intensity 18 percent by 2012, but the truth is, under the president’s plan, US
emissions in 2012 will be 32 percent above 1990 levels and still rising. It claims that this is
a reduction of 500 million tonnes CO2 equivalent from business as usual, but in fact it is an
increase from just continuing the emissions intensity trend of the last five years. It lists
numerous voluntary partnerships with businesses and farmers to achieve that goal, but will
not mention that a suite of voluntary programmes, which failed to produce reductions,
actually allowed emissions to increase 16 per cent in the last decade, and that some of the
commitments under the current voluntary programmes are actually above administration
projections for business as usual.    

The Bush administration highlights the various technology research initiatives the US is
funding, but even a cursory look at these programmes reveals they concentrate on fossil fuel
technologies and anticipate no near term reductions. At a US press briefing at COP10, last
December, responding to a question about when results might be anticipated from these
technology programmes, US delegation head Harlan Watson said the hydrogen research
could be expected to begin having an effect in 2035 and the fusion programme in 2050.
These are clearly unacceptable timetables to save the climate. In addition, funding for
these long-term research programmes is being shifted away from existing renewables and
efficiency programmes that would achieve emission reductions now.  The Bush
Administration has also actively opposed policies required to bring these technologies to the
market once they are ready.  

Attention is also drawn by the Bush administration to the large amount of money the US
spends on funding climate change science. But, the truth is, the Bush Administration has
directed much of that research to focus on what they see as uncertainties, while it undermines
the established scientific consensus through censorship, suppression of research findings, and
a refusal to consider the impact of new scientific information on policy until 2012. No matter
how much is spent on research, that information will clearly fall on deaf, or more
appropriately, plugged ears.  

With this dismal record of faking action on climate change, the Bush Administration clearly
has no intention of taking meaningful action on climate change. Therefore, the rest of the
world must not make adjustments in the current system to suit the US. The world’s largest
emitter must be expected to implement a binding absolute cap on emissions and cannot be
allowed to get away with anything less.


