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So, Bush won. Now what?

The excitement over Kyoto’s recent entry into force has been tempered by questions of what the
recent US election means for efforts to protect the climate.  Yes, George W Bush got re-elected.
Nothing can be done about that at this point. What is needed now is an honest assessment of what
that means for international progress on climate change. It seems the question on everyone’s mind
is: “what can we do to get the USA back into a multilateral system to address climate change?” 

If its actions over the last four years, which included pulling out of the Kyoto Protocol, opposing
domestic emissions and renewables policies, and undermining the science of climate change were
not evidence enough of their steadfastness, the Bush Administration has, since the election,
reiterated its opposition to mandatory emission controls and said it was “premature” to consider
next steps for the Kyoto Protocol. These have eliminated any hopes of a change in policy.  In his
first term, President Bush distinguished himself as the most destructive force in international
climate efforts and there is no reason to believe there will be any change in his second term. 

It is therefore critical for the international community to continue to work around the Bush
Administration, as they have done since COP6 at The Hague. The entry into force of the Kyoto
Protocol is a triumphant victory for the global community and it is vital that the leadership shown
to get to this point continues unabated.  While the US election result is certainly a setback, it is
important to remember that bringing the US back to the climate change negotiating table as a
constructive party was going to be a difficult multi-year effort no matter who won the election. 

However, it is worth noting that the pressure for action, both domestically and internationally, is
building and will eventually bring the US back to the table. Businesses in the US are already
pointing to the lost trading and market opportunities as a result of not being part of the Kyoto
Protocol process and will only increase their pressure on policy makers as the global community
goes forward. In addition, several States in the US are implementing their own emission reduction
programmes in an effort to fill the leadership gap left by the Bush Administration. The US
Congress is also making progress, but still has some way to go before it is ready to commit to
taking action on climate change. The domestic political will for such action must be established
first before any constructive international reengagement can take place. 

While most of the effort to push for domestic action must happen within the US, the best thing the
international community can do to encourage that shift is to continue with the implementation and
further elaboration of the Kyoto Protocol. Countries must also make it clear to the Bush
Administration that climate change is a top foreign policy priority. As Bush attempts to rebuild
diplomatic bridges in his second term, progress on his policy priorities must be linked to real
action on US emission reductions, and misleading business-as-usual programmes must no longer
be tolerated. 

Until the US has developed the domestic political will to act, it is the unfortunate reality that the
global community must go forward without it. Failure to do so would just be another victory for
Bush.  


