
Greenpeace statement

FSC certification of CIB’s Kabo concession in Congo-Brazzaville

A step forward but unresolved sawmill and governance issues threaten credibility of FSC 
certificate

Congolaise Industrielle des Bois (CIB) – part of tt Timber which was recently bought by the DLH 
Group, has been awarded a Forest Stewardship Council certificate (FSC) for its Kabo concession  in 
the  north of  the  Republic  of  Congo.  To  reach the  FSC criteria,  CIB  has  improved its  logging 
practices in the 267.048 hectare Kabo concession, and convinced the certifying body (SGS) that 
social and ecological benchmarks would be met.  

Greenpeace acknowleged in its report1 on CIB's  concessions that the company has made clear 
efforts to improve its practices, and that it recognises the High Conservation Value of all the forests 
in which it operates2. However, besides a number of concerns regarding social and management 
plan issues3, Greenpeace has repeatedly pointed out the absolute necessity of cancelling CIB's plan 
to build a sawmill in its Loundoungou concession, only kilometres away from the Nouabalé Ndoki 
National Park. This echoes concerns raised by the Wildlife Conservation Society, which manages 
the  park.  This  new industrial  timber  centre  would  further  jeopardise  efforts  to  safeguard the 
ecological  integrity  of  this  cornerstone  of  the  tri-national  landscape4,  one  of  Congo's  key 
contributions  to  the  global  network  of  protected  forest  areas,  crucial  for  conservation  of 
biodiversity as well as a vital habitat for great apes populations5.

CIB's activities have already attracted more than 10,000 new people to an area  which previously 
had a very low population density. This has in turn  made the semi-nomadic Mbenjele populations 
minorities within their own ancestral land. Serious concerns remain over the respect given to the 
rights of local communities and indigenous groups (semi-nomads in particular) who live in and 
around the concession area6, both by public authorities and private operators.  Also, despite high 
levels  of  technical  and  financial  support  from the  international  community  to  curb  poaching, 
pressure on wildlife and other natural ressources remains high. 

Although Greenpeace welcomes the efforts made by CIB to reach FSC certification standards, we 
question the  expansion of industrial logging. FSC is currently the best available tool to improve 
logging practices. However, its development in the Congo Basin must not be synonymous with 
opening up intact forest areas to industrial logging.  
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In December 2004 Greenpeace carried out a field mission to CIB's concessions to improve its understanding 
of the initiatives undertaken by this company to achieve FSC certification and to analyse the regional and 
institutional  context  in  which  these  developments  take  place.  Greenpeace  thereby  contributes  to  the 
complex debate on how to protect the biodiversity of the Congo Basin rainforests, and the rights of the 
people that depend on them, within a context of industrial logging.

2  Greenpeace (August 2005)Greenpeace report on the Field Mission to the CIB Concession.
http://www.greenpeace.org/international/press/reports/CIB-Congo-Brazzaville
3 GP Report  and subsequent communications with CIB and its PROGEPP Partners (Republic of Congo's 

Ministry of Forest Economy and the Wildlife Conservation Society).
4 Congo Basin Forest Partnership (2005) The forests of the Congo Basin : a preliminary assessment.
5 Kinshasa declaration :  www.unep.org/grasp/Meetings/IGM-kinshasa/Outcomes/docs/Declaration_E.pdf
6 Observatoire  Congolais  des  Droits  de l'Homme (October  2005)  Rapport  de  situation.  Abus  de  pouvoir,  

tortures et mauvais traitements : les écogardes terrorisent les communautés pygmées dans la Sangha.

http://www.unep.org/grasp/Meetings/IGM-kinshasa/Outcomes/docs/Declaration_E.pdf
http://www.greenpeace.org/international/press/reports/CIB-Congo-Brazzaville


Greenpeace recently published a map of the last intact forest landscapes in the Congo Basin. It 
clearly shows the rapid shrinkage of primary forest areas in the region. It also indicates  that CIB's 
Kabo  and  Pokola  concessions  are  no  longer  part  of  the  intact  forests  block,  whilst  the 
Loundoungou concession still is. Greenpeace is therefore highly concerned about and opposed to 
the  further  expansion  of  industrial  logging  in  Africa's  remaining  intact  forests  landscapes7. 
Moratoria on new exploitation titles should be declared until land use planning and an adequate 
network of protected forest areas are in place. Alternatives to industrial logging should be urgently 
explored.

Central Africa's overall context is extremely complex and a number of processes must accelerate in 
order to ensure  high standards of forest certifications. These include :

– Strengthening the  institutional  capacity of local  administrations (forestry & environment) to 
properly  monitor  industrial  logging  activities  and  to  guarantee  law  enforcement,  good 
governance and financial transparency8.

– Establishing independent monitoring of forestry operations;
– Developing land-use planning that protect the rights of local communities and ensure effective 

conservation and socially and ecologically responsible forest management;
– Creating national FSC standards , as well as functioning national FSC Working Groups;
– Setting up alternatives to industrial logging in natural tropical rainforests;
– Protecting  greater  areas  of  high  conservation  value  forests  and  developing  mechanisms  to 

finance this process.

Greenpeace will continue to follow closely the quality of CIB's certification process, particularly 
around  the  proposed  and  unacceptable  Loundoungou  sawmill,  but  also  on  governance  and 
human rights issues. 

7 www.intactforests.org  
8 The recent arrests and imprisonment for 3 weeks of Mr.Brice Mackosso, and Mr. Christian Mounzéo, two 

civil  society  campaigners  supporting  the  'Publish  what  you pay'  campaign,  indicate  the  sensitivity  of 
financial transparency in Congo-Brazzaville.  Financial  transparency is  however a key requirement for 
poverty reduction policies and for responsible forest management. Full transparency on taxes, facilitation 
payments and other financial transfers, should be required prior to any certification, and this from the 
governmental as as well from the corporate side. 


