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G8 leaders have a unique opportunity to drive a renewable energy revolution and prevent 
catastrophic climate change.  

From the financial collapse of 2008, to the ongoing nuclear disaster in Japan, this series of 
global crises we are witnessing have one thing in common. Putting profits before public 
health and security is indefensible and no longer working economically. G8 leaders must put 
people before profits, and turn their backs on the nuclear industry in favour of renewables. 

The huge handouts in subsidies and liability caps gifted to the nuclear and fossil fuel 
industries need to be cut to give the renewable energy industry a level playing field. In 
addition, the role of the International Atomic Energy Agency, to act as both security 
watchdog and marketing board to the nuclear industry, needs radical reform.   

The time for our leaders to take action to redress the mistakes of the past is now. If the third 
and fourth biggest economies in the world can reject gambling on nuclear energy and place 
their security in renewables, then other leaders must follow suit.  

The publication of the IPCCʼs report on renewables1 sets out unequivocably the benefits of 
transitioning to a green, low-carbon economy. Those G8 leaders still committed to nuclear 
power should reconsider their nuclear energy policy in light of this report, given the potential 
of renewables to deliver a secure energy society and considerable economic growth, through 
millions of new green jobs. 

The consequences of failing to embrace this positive energy future are catastrophic. Climate 
change devastates millions of livelihoods globally, as our leaders continue to drive a path 
towards an unstoppable rise in global temperature. To prevent further climate disaster, our 
leaders need to honour their commitment to keeping a global temperature rise below 2oC.  
They can and must take action now. History will judge them by it; our future will depend on it. 

                                                 
1	  	   IPPC	  Special	  Report	  on	  Renewable	  Energy,	  May	  2011	  



 
 

 
	  

To be considered a success,  
the G8 must meet the following 
demands: 
 

DONE? 

 

G8 leaders must initiate a review of the IAEA's role and make the IAEA a pure regulator that 
establishes and enforces the best available nuclear safety standards and provides better 
protection of public health. 

 

G8 countries must phase out caps on liability for damage caused by third parties in the case of 
nuclear disasters. To ensure that citizens are not paying the high financial costs of nuclear 
disasters, they must agree new rules to hold the nuclear power industry fully liable for accidents 
and radioactive pollution.  

 

G8 leaders must phase out subsidies to the fossil fuel industry, and ensure the right financial 
and political frameworks to achieve renewable energy targets of 35% by 2020 and 50% by 2030. 

 

G8 leaders must honour their promise to keep global temperature rise below 2oC. Current 
emission reduction pledges put us on a pathway to a world of 3oC or more, leading to climate 
chaos. G8 leaders must act urgently to close the gap between their commitments and what 
science demands. The G8 economies are historically the highest emitting countries; and must 
take the lead by committing to 40% reductions by 2020. 

 
Greenpeace media contacts at the Summit in Deauville: 
 
Caroline Chisholm, Communications Manager, Greenpeace International 
Tel +31 6 46162018 
for	  interviews	  with	  Dr	  Kumi	  Naidoo,	  Executive	  Director,	  Greenpeace	  International	  
 
Patricia J Lerner, Senior Political Advisor, Greenpeace International 
Tel +31 6 46162027 
 
Karine Gavand, Climate and Energy Campaigner, Greenpeace France 
Tel +33 6 77046190 
 
 
 
 
For more information, contact: 
enquiries@greenpeace.org 
 
Greenpeace International 
Ottho Heldringstraat 5,  
1066 AZ  Amsterdam,  
The Netherlands 
Tel: +31 20 7182000 
 
greenpeace.org  


