
Hello, 
 
It's difficult to write this letter. I will try anyway. 
 
I'm Gizem's mother, Tülay.  
 
C'est la vie - sometimes things happen to us, which we cannot even begin to imagine. I'm 
spending my Eid holiday without my daughter because, at this very moment, she's in Russia 
with her 29 other friends. She’s been charged with piracy, a crime that could lead to her 
spending up to 15 years in prison. Can I ask you one more time for your support? 
http://act.gp/1fipwux 
 
Yes, I saw the photos. They held a gun to her on the ship. She stood in court in handcuffs, her 
testimony was heard from inside a cage.  
 
All because she was peacefully protesting against a company that is trying to drill in the Arctic 
sea, Gazprom. 
 
Even if she wasn't in the protest, she was on the ship, Arctic Sunrise. 
 
More so, they all took a step for the future of this Earth, marched on and stood up for 
something.  
 
I don't know you, but I'm pouring my heart out to you. Know that these kids are tough! Their 
hopes are fresh. We must stand beside them. They must not feel alone. 
 
This Eid, even if she is not with me, I stand beside her.  
 
Each child is precious to their mother. For me, Gizem is without equal. She is without equal. 
She has love for all and believes in the right cause, with hope that is blindingly green. 
 
From across the world, over 1.3 million people have sent letters to the Russian Consulate so 
that my daughter and her friends will be set free. This number continues to grow. If you join 
us, our hope will remain strong. 
 
My daughter’s friends are in front of the Russian consulate every day. There are Members of 
Parliament who are engaged in helping us. In Murmansk, people from Greenpeace are 
working diligently to help the Arctic 30. I'm getting news that Gizem is well, hopeful and calm.  
 
“We read letters yesterday from people all over the world. South Africa, America, Mexico... 
We feel more relaxed when we hear about the support we get, and how much people are 
working to free us. Let me know that you are well, that you support us. This is all that I need 
right now,” Gizem wrote in a letter she had the opportunity to send me from Russia. 
 
 
 
 



All these people want them to be as free as birds.  
 
The good always wins, all they need to do is believe they can. 
 
You, too, can help keep the hope alive.  
 
I'm thanking you in advance, and wish you and your loved ones a happy Holiday.  
 
Tülay Akhan  


