
XTH PLACE

HCL increased its score in its second ranking in the Cool IT Leaderboard, primarily through greater advocacy 
leadership in India, providing critical support for laws supporting renewable energy. However, HCL still lags far behind 
its competitors in offering IT energy saving solutions, and also has substantial room for improvement in mitigating its 
own climate footprint.

HCL offers a number of IT savings solutions, but doesn’t offer much in terms of metrics behind its solution offerings 
and case studies.  
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Energy Savings Calculations (6/10)

HCL offers a number of IT savings solutions - of all of its energy savings technology, the company provided the most 
detail about its green logistics terminal. HCL should provide more detail of the pre- and post-intervention data behind 
most of its IT solutions.

Public Metrics (2/10)

HCL doesn’t offer much in terms of metrics behind its solution offerings and case studies, scoring only minimal points. 
HCL should provide much more detail in order to build confidence that its solutions can be brought to scale and deliver 
significant energy savings.  

Investment (0/10)

HCL does not score in this criteria, as it provides no concrete information on the total or scale of its investments in IT 
solutions that reduce carbon emissions.

Future Savings Goal (0/10)

HCL has not set a future savings goal for its IT solutions. The company continues to say that it will set a future savings 
goal soon.

Political Speech (7/10)

HCL’s leadership has supported a significant increase in renewable energy in India, as stated in Greenpeace’s Energy 
[R]evolution report. HCL has actively communicated its support for renewable energy to the government.   

Political Policy (6/15)

HCL also supported policy and regulatory changes for India’s first national solar mission, and has pushed for a strong 
renewable power obligation.

HCL received no Repetition Bonus (0/10) or Negative Lobby Penalties.  

Energy & Emissions Targets (2/5)

HCL has increased the disclosure of its carbon footprint, but falls short of other Indian companies who have met a 
target reduction of 20% (or more) by 2015. HCL has committed to reduce its carbon emissions by 20% by 2020, but 
that reduction target is in relative terms - it could be improved if it were an absolute target.

Mitigation Strategies (2/10)

HCL has not improved its greenhouse gas mitigation strategy since last year’s Leaderboard. HCL has cited a scant 
amount of additional renewable energy to “offset” its emissions, but the company provides little detail about that claim, 
and has not placed it in the broader context of an overall mitigation strategy. HCL has set a goal of 20% renewable 
energy by 2020, yet provides little detail of the mid-term steps it would have to take to achieve this goal.

Infrastructure Siting Policy (0/5)

HCL does not have a siting policy that prioritises access to renewable energy for its infrastructure investment. Given 
that the company has a set a renewable energy goal, HCL should match that goal with a corporate policy to steer 
growth investments to regions or utilities with access to renewable energy.

Product Efficiency & Supply Chain Footprint (3/5)

HCL’s products are, on average, more efficient than those of its competitors. The information that HCL supplies about 
its supply chain emissions are focused solely on its internal production portion of its emissions profile. HCL should 
disclose its suppliers’ footprint, and set goals for reducing supply chain emissions.
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