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Climate change is Greenpeace’s number one 
global priority. It’s the greatest environmental 
threat that humanity has ever faced. Unchecked 
it will adversely affect human society and the 
world’s biodiversity on an unprecedented scale. 

Not one scientific body of national or international 
standing dissents from the view that human activity 
is causing the climate to change.  From the NZ Royal 
Society to the World Meteorological Organisation, 
scientists are in agreement that urgent action is required. 

So what causes climate change? As we burn up 
the planet’s coal, oil and gas reserves, intensify the 
way we farm, and cut down its remaining forests, 
greenhouse gases are pouring into the atmosphere. 
In the upper atmosphere, the “blanket” of carbon 
dioxide and other harmful greenhouse gases is 
getting thicker and trapping more of the sun’s heat 
on earth (like a greenhouse). As the globe warms, 
the climate changes; climate change is not the same 
as global warming, it’s the result of it.

If we carry on the way we are now, by 2100 the planet will 
likely be hotter than it’s been at any point in the past two 
million years. Already 150,000 people are dying every year 
because of climate change and, within 50 years, one-third 
of all land-based species could face extinction. 

But the evidence is already compelling. Ice caps and 
glaciers are melting at an unprecedented rate, weather 
patterns are changing and sea levels are rising. Our 
oceans are becoming more acidic as they absorb 
more and more carbon dioxide and floods and drought 
(including in New Zealand) are becoming more frequent 
and intense.  As temperatures increase further, there will 
almost inevitably be more flooding, more drought, more 
disease, more famine and more war, creating hundreds 
of millions of refugees and causing the destruction of 
entire ecosystems and species.

There is a great danger that if we don’t act urgently to 
reduce our greenhouse gas pollution, we will soon reach a 
critical tipping point where further warming is unstoppable 
and we experience “runaway climate change”. 

New Zealand has the fifth highest per capita emissions in the developed world and our emissions continue 
to climb at a rate faster than that in the US.  Our emissions profile is unique in that agriculture accounts for 
half of our total. This should not be an excuse for inaction; rather it is an opportunity to lead the world in 
pioneering smart, sustainable farming for the 21st century. 

It’s time to get serious. Catastrophic climate change isn’t inevitable. We know what is causing it and the 
solutions exist. All that’s lacking is political will. 
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Solutions  
• Developed countries, including New Zealand, must 

make cuts of 40 percent on their 1990 greenhouse 
gas emissions by 2020 

• Developing countries must slow the growth of 
emissions by 15-30 percent by 2020, with support 
from developed nations 

• Protect tropical forests with a special international 
funding mechanism - forests for climate 

• Replace dirty fossil fuel energy with renewable energy 
and energy efficiency 

• Reject false solutions like nuclear energy 
• Promote ‘Smart’ farming that reduces climate pollution

COPENHAGEN FAILED. NOW WHAT?

The next big scheduled meeting is in Mexico at the 
end of 2010. Leaders will get back together then and 
must finish what they failed to do in Copenhagen 
– agree to larger industrialised country emission 
reductions and adequate funding for developing 
country action and adaptation and make sure these 
measures are part of a legally binding treaty. New 
Zealand needs to adopt a 40% by 2020 emission 
reduction target as part of the global deal. 

Good reading
• Agriculture, Fonterra and Climate Change:  

http://tinyurl.com/fonterra-facts

• Why NZ needs to act on climate change: 
http://tinyurl.com/economics-climate

Greenpeace climate 
milestones
2009 –120 world leaders meet in Copenhagen, 
Denmark; the biggest peace-time gathering in recent 
history. Following pressure from Greenpeace’s Sign ON 
campaign and its supporters, John Key attends the 
meeting. Unfortunately, the meeting failed to reach a 
legally binding, global deal to reduce emissions
2009 – 200,000 New Zealanders put their names to 
the Sign On campaign in support of a 40% by 2020 
emissions reduction target.
2007 Following a four year campaign waged by 
Greenpeace and Northland locals, the New Zealand 
government cancels coal-burning power plant Marsden 
B at Marsden Point.

What you can do
Sign On to support New Zealand adopting a 40% by 
2020 emission reduction target: www.signon.org.nz
Talk to your friends, family and local MP about the 
importance of climate action.

Reduce your contribution to the problem; check out 
the Only Planet Guide: http://www.greenpeace.org/
new-zealand/only-planet 
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