
Forests are vital to people, plants, animals  
and our climate. Sadly, they are being 
needlessly destroyed. 

Greenpeace is taking a stand to save our precious 
ancient forests. We are exposing illegal loggers, 
ensuring protecting forests is part of any new global 
climate change deal, working with forest communities 
and helping shoppers find “good wood”. With your 
help we can ensure governments take strong action 
to protect forests. 

Overview
From Indonesia to the Amazon to the Congo, ancient 
forests are under threat as they are exploited for 
profit. An area of natural forest the size of a rugby 
field is cut down every two seconds. A quarter of 
the forest lost in the last 10,000 years has been 
destroyed in the last 30 years. Forest loss has a 
direct link to loss of biodiversity. The current extinction 
rate of plant and animal species is around 1,000 
times faster than it was in pre-human times – and 
this will increase to 10,000 times faster by 2050. 
Deforestation (mainly tropical) contributes around 
one-fifth of all greenhouse gas emissions and is a 
major driver of climate change.  

The Amazon
The largest remaining tropical forest in the world, the 
Amazon rainforest is thought to be the most diverse 
ecosystem on Earth. It is threatened by deforestation, 
fuelled by a demand for cheap timber, and by 
agricultural expansion.

The Congo
The second largest rainforest on earth after the 
Amazon, the Congo is home to thousands of unique 
species and tens of millions of people - who depend 
on the rainforest for their survival. Industrial logging is 
one of the biggest threats to the remaining forest.

Indonesia 
Indonesia is the third largest climate polluter in the 
world, a result of the rapid deforestation that is taking 
place there. Its rainforests are home to the orangutan, 
the Sumatran tiger and countless other species. Palm 
plantations – grown to supply palm oil for consumer 
products and palm kernel feed for agriculture – are 
the chief driver of the destruction.

Solutions
By combining government, consumer and forest 
community action, the world’s remaining forests can 
be saved. 

Government Action 
Governments must legislate to save ancient forests by:  

• banning illegal timber imports;

• banning the importation of palm kernel (PKE)  
that has been grown on the ashes of Indonesian 
and Malaysian rainforests to feed New Zealand 
dairy cows;
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• supporting efforts to end deforestation in 
developing countries (know as REDD) under  
any international climate deal;

Ecoforestry
Traditional forest owners are setting up small-scale 
ecoforestry enterprises that provide income without 
destroying their forests. Using ecologically responsible 
harvesting methods, forest owners can control their 
forests and share profits among their communities. In 
contrast, a forest that has been destructively logged 
can take a long time to recover and landowners lose 
forest sources of food and medicines.

The money made from timber milled from just 
one eco-forestry tree can send a child to school 
for a year.

Buying good wood
Many tropical timbers sold and used in New Zealand 
like kwila come from extremely damaging sources.  
By using the Greenpeace Good Wood Guide 
www.goodwoodguide.org.nz, buying Forest 
Stewardship Council (FSC) certified timber products 
and using 100% recycled paper products we can all 
support responsible forest management through our 
shopping choices.   

What Greenpeace is doing
Greenpeace is campaigning to end deforestation. 

We are: 

• helping forest communities in Papua New Guinea, 
West Papua, Indonesia, and the Solomon Islands 
to reclaim control of their land and manage their 
forests in an ecologically sustainable way. 

• no matter how remote, Greenpeace has been 
exposing the forest destroyers and taking action  
to stop the destruction;

• calling on politicians and industry to stop illegal 
and destructive logging and illegal timber imports;

• advocating for tropical forest protection and 
indigenous peoples’ rights in a revised climate 
change agreement that would finance an end  
to tropical forest destruction.  

What you can do
• Write to Prime Minister John Key and ask him  

to ban illegal timber imports;

• Use Greenpeace’s Good Wood Guide 
www.goodwoodguide.org.nz when 
buying timber.

• Recycle your paper and only buy post-consumer 
recycled paper or FSC certified paper products.

• Ask where timber products come from. If they 
are tropical wood ask if they are FSC certified or 
community eco-timber. If not, they are probably  
from illegal or destructive timber operations,  
so buy elsewhere. 

2009 Win for the climate and biodiversity as 
Spicers stops imports of destructive paper imports. 
Greenpeace welcomed the December announcement 
by Spicers Papers New Zealand that it is phasing out 
paper products from Indonesia due to public concerns 
about environmental and sustainability issues.

2009 Four of the biggest players in the global cattle 
industry join forces and agree to reduce their carbon 
hoofprint and commit to stop buying cattle from newly 
deforested areas of the Amazon rainforest. Major shoe 
companies, including Adidas, Nike and Timberland 
agree to cancel contracts unless their products were 
guaranteed to be free from Amazon destruction. 
http://tinyurl.com/forests-cattle-victory 

2007 Greenpeace establishes the Forest Defenders 
Camp in the heart of the Indonesian rainforest ahead  
of the Bali conference on climate change and draws 
world wide attention to the massive destruction 
occurring there.

2006 After a decade long fight, over two million 
hectares of the Great Bear Rainforest of Canada 
was protected and millions more subjected to strict 
ecological logging guidelines.
http://tinyurl.com/great-bear-victory

McDonald’s agrees to a moratorium on using chicken 
reared on soya beans grown from the destruction of 
the Amazon rainforests.

Greenpeace forest wins
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