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Preface

Preface
Report by the Executive Director

2017 was an outstanding year for Greenpeace due to many reasons. Side by side with nu-
merous committed people and thanks to the fantastic support of many individuals, we suc-
ceeded in many ways regarding environmental protection. 

In Romania, we managed to protect the last remaining European primeval forests. In Poland, 
we courageously interposed ourselves between clearing machines and enchanted forests, 
thus preventing clear-cutting of the forests. In Croatia and Slovenia, we supported the ener-
gy transition with projects focusing on the development of solar energy and rejection of fossil 
fuels. Finally, in Austria, hundreds of townships and their mayors aligned themselves with us 
and banned the plant toxin glyphosate from their public areas. Such a strong backing within 
the population is a great honour – and a responsibility we take seriously. As it becomes ap-
parent: Together, we are unstoppable.

We are also very proud having contributed to the fact that the industrial fishing in the Arctic 
Zone will be banned for the next 16 years, while, on the other side of the globe, a huge ma-
rine protected area was established in the Antarctic Ross Sea. This was one of Greenpeace’s 
major successes over the last years.

As much as we have achieved – there is still a lot to do for us! Therefore, we purposefully 
continue working on the protection of our rainforests and oceans. With particular emphasis, 
Greenpeace fights for ecological agriculture and promotes energy transition. Whether healthy 
food, clean air, or habitats for endangered species – we always keep in mind that these is-
sues go hand in hand.

For a future worth living!

“

„

We are the only environmental 
organisation with global influ-
ence that is solely funded by pri-
vate donations. This way, we re-
main independent, incorruptible 
and only obliged to our numer-
ous supporters.

Alexander Egit, 
Executive Director of Greenpeace in Central and Eastern Europe

Our Principles
Incorruptible
Greenpeace is solely financed by donations of private persons and 
foundations. As we are politically and financially independent of com-
panies, public authorities and political parties, we can call out polluters 
without restrictions and reveal their ecological crimes. Thanks to that 
fact, we enjoy the trust of millions of people worldwide.

Non-violent
Greenpeace is uncompromising in its confrontation of, and fight against 
environmental crimes where and whenever they take place. Thanks to our 
direct contacts, expertise and activism, we manage to exert pressure and 
to enforce our environmental claims non-violently.

International
Greenpeace is a global organisation with offices in 26 countries and 
is active in more than 55 countries. Internationality does not only 
mean to be present all over the world but to unite people with the 
same goals and to make their voices heard. With united forces, we 
make the people in power accountable and environmental protection 
a topic for the whole world.

The Way We Work
Carrying out Analyses and Research
Before Greenpeace goes public with environmental scandals and prob-
lems, we thoroughly ascertain the facts and carry out strict and inde-
pendent analyses.

Finding Solutions
Greenpeace does not make demands without suggesting realistic solu-
tions. Our experts are constantly working on developing solutions and 
recommendations for our campaign goals.

Raising Awareness
Greenpeace loudly calls attention to environmental problems and pre-
vails on politics, businesses but also on every single person to act and 
live consciously to protect our planet.

Waging Campaigns
Our campaigns are the result of long processes in the course of which 
we, thanks to the dialogue with politicians, businesses and the popula-
tion, positively influence laws, attitudes and people’s behaviour in the 
long run. 

Promoting Commitment 
In order to commonly achieve our goals, Greenpeace needs volun-
teers of every age who commit themselves to protecting our environ-
ment with their talents, creativity and idealism. These people form the 
heart of our organisation.

Hot-air balloon hovering over Hamburg during the G20 summit. 

© Daniel Müller/Greenpeace

The Way We Work
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Climate and 
Energy
As it is so all-encompassing, touching every aspect of our lives – be it 
production and consumption, mobility, energy, or food –, climate change, 
perhaps even more than any other issue, is so challenging. For many 
years, Greenpeace has been active regarding the topic of electricity 
production. An integral part of the organisation’s mission is to stop coal 
production in order to limit air pollution and the emission of greenhouse 
gases, and to stop the use of nuclear energy which is not only a false 
solution to climate change but also a huge danger to the environment.

We have also broadened the focus of our work on oil, from primarily 
production-based work – confronting oil companies at the oil fields on-
site – to consumption-based work, looking at transport.

Whilst Greenpeace is still campaigning hard to stop fossil fuel ex-
traction in the Arctic, nuclear power plants such as the Hungarian 
planned Paks II, or for closing down coal mines in Romania, 2017 also 
brought new work regarding mobility. Focusing on air pollution, we 
have been monitoring nitrogen dioxide levels on streets outside schools 
and performing spectacular actions in city centres. With the goal of 
phasing out the internal combustion engine, we are working on one of 
the major milestones for tackling climate change.

Regarding energy transition, there is still a long way to go, but as re-
cent shifts toward renewable energy show, we are on the right track. 
Whether we can stop the dangerous climate change or not, will, how-
ever, also depend on transforming our mobility systems.

With campaigns regarding sustainable 
transport and renewable energies, 
Greenpeace fights for a future worth 
living on our planet.

Adam Pawloff

Cover: Solar energy farm © Paul Langrock/Greenpeace, Portrait: © Mitja Kobal/Greenpeace, Illustration: © Blackspring/Shutterstock.com

Climate and energy campaigner

13 
oil companies received 
licenses for oil drilling 

in the Arctic

LUKAS MEUS 
Spokesperson for international 
campaigns 

© Mitja Kobal/Greenpeace

Climate and Energy

Arctic Oil in Court
In 2017, Greenpeace confronted Arctic oil in the cold wa-
ters of the Barents Sea and in court in Oslo. The reason 
for that was that the Norwegian government had allot-
ted new oil production licences to several corporations, 
amongst them the Austrian company, OMV. Together with 
the Norwegian organisation, Nature & Youth, Greenpeace 
sued the Norwegian government as the allotment of the 
new oil production licences does not only run afoul of the 
Paris Agreement but also their own constitution. Accord-
ing to paragraph 112, the latter guarantees the follow-
ing generations a healthy and secure environment. The 
court proceedings were followed up by millions of people 
worldwide in November.

Moreover, Greenpeace activists – amongst them two Aus-
trians – protested in the Norwegian Arctic and encroached 
on the exclusion zone of the northernmost located oil plat-
form. The entire crew of the “Arctic Sunrise” was incar-
cerated for a short time although their protest had been 
peaceful. Because of the closeness to the Arctic icecap, the 
Norwegian polar institute as well as the Norwegian envi-
ronmental authority had advised against allowing that area 
for oil drillings. Nevertheless, that region had also been al-
lotted to oil corporations by the Norwegian government.

In January 2018, the Norwegian court adjudicated in favour 
of the Norwegian government. The decision was fiercely 
criticised by some jurists. Greenpeace appealed against the 
judgement and will continue to combat the threatening oil 
production in the Arctic.

Top: Activists protest in front of the 
northernmost oil platform and deliver a globe 
with messages from all over the world.

© Nick Cobbing/Greenpeace

Middle: Polar bears in the Arctic.

© Daniel Beltrá/Greenpeace

Bottom: “Arctic Sunrise” in the Barents Sea.

© Will Rose/Greenpeace



76

Coal in Romania
Our legal and public activities in 2017 showed the Romanian 
authorities that power plant compliance has become an im-
portant topic also for society, not only for the EU Commission.

We increased the topic of air quality by involving everyday 
people in a monitoring system and concluded with a petition 
to the government for improving the national air measurement 
and reporting system. As a result, the authorities pledged to 
enhance the system and to make according investments.

Together with our partners and the affected locals, we put 
pressure on the authorities so that the government was not 
able to issue any new decision for lignite expropriations.
One year after the launch of the “Just Transition” (JT) cam-
paign, the local decision makers are now aware of how the 
future of their cities may look like after the end of coal min-
ing. We had a round table meeting with local politicians and 
proved that cross-party dialogue is possible on this topic 
and that we are trustworthy discussion partners even for 
our usual opponents. So far, our JT campaign had main-
ly consisted of bilateral meetings with stakeholders from 
political parties, businesses, administration, media and dis-
cussions with the local public.

Regarding renewable energy, we empowered stakeholders 
and mobilised the public to support small-scale renewable 
energy systems (RES) in 2017. Hence, we broadened our 
network of allies, increased the topic’s visibility in the me-
dia and positioned ourselves as stakeholders amongst the 
RES environment.

During the last part of the year, the so-called “Winter Pack-
age” (EU plans for reforms to ascertain climate protec-
tion and to enhance energy efficiency and energy security) 
became the most important element for our coal and RES 
campaigns. Through our public events, we also reached the 
populace and media and were, thus, able to leverage the 
decision makers.

IONUT CEPRAGA
Climate and energy campaigner

© Mitja Kobal/Greenpeace

Top: Greenpeace action at an illegal coal power station in Romania.

© Dan Campean/Greenpeace

Bottom: People’s Climate March during the UN Climate Change 
Conference COP23 in Bonn.

© Grzegorz Broniatowski/Greenpeace

Climate and Energy

Coal in Poland
In 2017, Greenpeace in Poland started a new campaign against the 
planned Polska Grupa Energetyczna’s (PGE) Złoczew open-pit coal mine 
that is supposed to fuel Poland’s biggest climate killer, Bełchatów coal-
fired power plant. Thanks to legal strategies and mobilisation of the 
population, the pit mine has so far been prevented.
 
Greenpeace interlinked the representatives of the local communities 
who, thus, became relevant stakeholders – also for the 2018 municipal 
elections. The general manager of the Polish environmental protection 
authority demanded a new environmental impact assessment for the 
planned expansion of the soft coal opencast mining, Tomislawice, on 
November 14. 

That success was possible due to Greenpeace’s research work show-
ing that the enhancement would have drastic consequences for the re-
gion’s groundwater. The screening process will take a couple of years. 
An object lesson for the battle against coal is our effort to challenge the 
legal approval of soft coal opencast mining. This was the very first time 
that Greenpeace had won in the first instance against coal. The combi-
nation of legal and scientific knowledge, public mobilisation and politi-
cal strategies was a thorough success.

As the air pollution levels in Poland had reached an intensity compara-
ble to that in South-East Asia in early 2017, Greenpeace filed a complaint 
at the European Commission. We also compiled a report correlating the 
geographical distribution of air pollution with the locations of the 12,000 
Polish nurseries, thus, rendering visible the threat to children. The topic 
gained so much attention that even the government finally promised to 
introduce measures – the end of coal in Poland is approaching.

Break Free
As part of the Break Free movement, along with the local NGOs Cy-
clists’ Union and Green Action, Greenpeace organised a protest bicy-
cle ride in Croatia calling for an end to fossil fuels and transition to 
renewable energies. Around 1,500 cyclists attended. The participants 
made a brief stop in front of HEP, Croatia’s biggest state-owned en-
ergy utility, and spread a 16-metre banner reading “Break Free from 
Fossil Fuels”. 

After the tour through the streets of Zagreb, the group gathered on 
the River Sava bank where several local artists supplied entertain-
ment. A video of the event supported the global Break Free campaign, 
and even Leonardo DiCaprio took up the protest on Instagram. Fur-
ther Break Free actions took place worldwide, amongst others in Bul-
garia and Slovenia.

MARIJA TOMAC
Climate and energy campaigner

IWO ŁOS
Climate and energy campaigner

© Mitja Kobal/Greenpeace © Mitja Kobal/Greenpeace

Over 250 people protesting: “Open-pit mines steal our water!”

© Pawel Starnawski/Greenpeace

Cyclists in Zagreb launch global “Break Free” protests against fossil fuels.

© Branko Drakulic/Greenpeace

One of 5,000 people at “Break Free” action in front of the Slovenian government in Ljubljana.

© Jure Kralj/Greenpeace

Climate and Energy

´



98

Resistance against 
Paks II
In 2017, we continued our work aiming at Hungary joining the ener-
gy revolution and making renewables available more easily for the 
people. Greenpeace is still working on informing people about the 
dangers of nuclear energy and the risks of the nuclear power plant 
investment, Paks.

We made every effort that the general ban on wind energy will be re-
pealed and that the taxes on solar energy will be lowered instead of 
subsidising dangerous, expensive nuclear energy.

With an action held at the Statue of Liberty in Budapest, we cam-
paigned for solar energy in Hungary. Subsequently, we moved over 
30,000 people to sign our petition.

Another core theme in 2017 was the update of the 2014 report on Rosa-
tom summarising the Rosatom projects in Bulgaria, Hungary, Turkey and 
Finland, describing the risks for Hungary in the Rosatom cooperation.

Awakening Mobility
2017 saw the launch of the Austrian mobility campaign. As part of the 
European Greenpeace campaign, this work aims to help tackle climate 
change by accelerating the transition away from individual, fossil fu-
el-based mobility, toward more public transport, cycling, walking and 
shared electric mobility. 

Highlights included a mobility ranking of Austrian federal state capitals 
comparing criteria such as modal split, air quality or public transport 
in May and a follow-up ranking in November, to track progress. In both 
cases, Vienna won the ranking, in particular due to the quality of public 
transport in the capital. 

2017 also saw the start of air pollution monitoring outside schools in 
Austria, culminating in a spectacular action with the statue of Maria Ther-
esia being fitted with a gas mask. Although political change is slow, the 
efforts of Greenpeace have laid the groundwork for further campaigning 
and moved the issue of mobility transition onto the public agenda.

Greenpeace activists promote renewable energy under the Statue of Liberty in Budapest. 

© Attila Pethe/Greenpeace

Activists draw attention to air pollution in front of schools.

© Mitja Kobal/Greenpeace

ANDRÁS PERGER
Climate and energy campaigner

© Mitja Kobal/Greenpeace

Climate and Energy

Energy Transition  
in Tourism
As the most important economic branch in Croatia, the 
tourism industry was able to gain an exemplary func-
tion regarding the use of renewable energy. Also, in 2017, 
Greenpeace continued to campaign for energy transition 
in the tourism sector. With a 22-metre installation in Zadar, 
we called attention to the fact that Croatia had so far only 
used less than one per cent of its solar potential.

We held a workshop on funding and implementing solar 
projects for tourism representatives as well as a confer-
ence regarding the role of tourism in energy transition as-
sembling all relevant stakeholders to debate on the possi-
bilities of using renewable energy sources and on the low 
use of the solar energy potential.

Paths to sustainable energy
With selected partners, we compiled and presented a bro-
chure that explores possibilities for using renewables in the 
tourism sector and proposes several innovative business 
models of financing.

The goal of our campaign was reached as all three largest 
tourism companies in Croatia started to express interest 
to invest. One of the companies even presented a 5-year 
plan, while another one, together with Greenpeace, ac-
tively engaged in lobbying in the EU parliament for better 
legislation. Our long-term goal is to get the whole sector 
to take steps and ask for better investment conditions for 
renewable energies.

“Roofs under  
the Sun”
That is the name of a computer game that was originally 
developed by Greenpeace Switzerland in which the players 
mark the roofs in Croatia, using satellite images in Goo-
gle maps to calculate the solar potential of the country. We 
organised a contest in which 72 schools and over 3,000 
pupils participated. The children calculated the potential 
of 250,000 roofs gaining 7,846 GWh – this would be more 
power than Croatia imported in 2015.

MIHAELA BOGELJIC
Climate and energy campaigner

© Mihaela Bogeljic/Greenpeace

Middle: With a 22-metre installation, Greenpeace 
activists show that sunny Croatia uses less than one 
per cent of its solar potential.

© Filip Brala/Greenpeace

Top: Zoran Tomić, office director of 
Greenpeace Croatia, at the conference 
“The role of tourism in energy transition”.

© Maja Bota/Greenpeace

Bottom: 72 schools playing the 
“Roofs in the Sun” game in Croatia. 

© Lucija Jakuš/Greenpeace

Climate and Energy
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Our Oceans
Oceans cover 70 per cent of our earth and produce the oxygen for 
every other breath we draw. Simultaneously, seas are full of life. 
Healthy oceans protect people from the worst effects of global tem-
perature increase. 

As important seas are in combating climate change, as much the lives 
in the oceans are threatened: Industrial fishing plunders the oceans, 
the search for fossil energies like oil, gas or coal pollutes that habitat 
and threatens important ecosystems due to potential accidents. What is 
more, millions of tons of plastics turn our oceans into dumping grounds 
and often make the sea dwellers die in agony. 

These are all reasons why Greenpeace takes a stand for a worldwide 
network of marine reserves. At least 30 per cent of the oceans must 
be protected to preserve species and habitats and to strengthen the 
oceans’ resilience. Furthermore, Greenpeace also advocates for an 
ecologically sustainable and socially compatible use of the oceans.

The UN will soon open negotiations for an 
agreement concerning oceans that could 
enable protected areas in international 
waters. We are fighting for enshrining 
marine protected areas in this treaty!

Lukas Meus
Ocean campaigner

Cover: Humpback whale © Greenpeace/Paul Hilton, Portrait: © Mitja Kobal/Greenpeace, Illustration: © mcherevan/Shutterstock.com

50 % 
of the corals at the 
Great Barrier Reef have 
already died off

“Rainbow Warrior” 
Plastic Tour
Our Claim: “Less plastic, more Adriatic Sea!” 
True to that motto, our ship, the “Rainbow Warrior III”, 
sailed down the Adriatic coast in July. The Mediterranean 
ship tour was part of a European campaign targeting sin-
gle-use plastics during a time when the EU was reviewing 
legislation on waste and preparing a new strategy on plas-
tic waste. This was a very good opportunity for us to draw 
even more attention to this topic and to exert leverage on 
the people in political power. 

After stops in Spain and Italy, the ship arrived in Rijeka, 
Croatia, on July 10. During the Open Boat Days, Captain 
Pete Willcox and his crew welcomed numerous people on 
board who had come to inform themselves of our “No Plas-
tics” campaign and take a look at the inside of our ships.

After Rijeka, the ship proceeded to the southern island of 
Mljet. Together with Croatian researchers, we documented 
the plastic pollution at the heart of Mljet National Park. The 
Adriatic part of the Plastic Tour ended in the picturesque 
town of Dubrovnik with another Open Boat Day before we 
went on to Greece and Bulgaria.

Research and volunteers
In Bulgaria, the large seaports of Burgas and Varna were 
part of the itinerary of the “Rainbow Warrior III”. Two ma-
rine biologists from the Bulgarian Academy of Science 
joined us on our expedition through the Black Sea. The 
Black Sea has so many unexplored areas and the scientists 
were more than happy to join us on board.

Amongst the 4,000 visitors, we also welcomed the Bul-
garian minister of the environment and personally recall 
the acuteness of measures against the piles of plastics. A 
15-metre banner at the Asparuhovo bridge in Varna sub-
stantiated our claims with the message “No Plastics”. What 
we were really delighted about in Bulgaria: the 100 new 
volunteers who got enthusiastic by the Plastic Tour and 
have since then actively increased the size of our team.

Middle: Greenpeace activists from 13 
countries hang a 50-metre banner 
from a bridge in Varna, Bulgaria.

© Ivan Donchev/Greenpeace

Top: The “Rainbow Warrior” sailing 
during the “No Plastic” tour in the 
Mediterranean Sea.

© Lorenzo Moscia/Greenpeace

Bottom: Around 900 people explore the 
ship in Rijeka and sign the petition to 
protect the seas from plastic invasion.

© Filip Brala/Greenpeace

ZORAN TOMIC
Head of Greenpeace Croatia

© Mitja Kobal/Greenpeace

Our Oceans

´
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Taking a Stand for  
our Oceans
They are the submarine jewels of the oceans: Coral reefs are ecosys-
tems that provide habitats and nutritional sources for various species and 
are teeming with life. However, the coral reefs on our planet are threat-
ened: Climate change afflicts them, the corals bleach out. Thus, also the 
fascinating species diversity in the reefs is endangered. And the threat is 
greater than ever before: Oil drilling and coal mining could turn the mira-
cles of wonder into an industrial area and destroy the reefs.

Great Barrier Reef:  
Submarine paradise threatened by destruction
With its almost 3,000 individual reefs and 900 islands, the Great Bar-
rier Reef is regarded as the earth’s largest structure created by living 
creatures. Yet, this unique reef is extremely threated by climate change. 
In 2017, already the second large-scale coral bleach within only two 
years was discovered. Fifty per cent of the coral reef have already died 
back. Greenpeace also campaigned for the reef’s protection, docu-
mented the increasing destruction of the natural jewel and cut the Aus-
tralian government down to size. The government wants to promote the 
local coal industry by all available means, which again presents an ad-
ditional threat to the Great Barrier Reef. Greenpeace will continue tak-
ing a stand so that the Australian government will finally take conser-
vation measures for the reef and distinctly reject coal projects.

One of the first images of the Amazon Reef.

© Greenpeace

Great Barrier Reef Mass Coral Bleaching.

© Dean Miller/Greenpeace

Amazon Reef:  
Recently discovered, yet already threatened
Usually, coral reefs need daylight – but this is not the case near the 
Amazon Basin: Scientists found a coral reef spreading over 9,500 
square kilometres appearing to undeniably be one of a kind world-
wide because of its environmental conditions. Yet, just shortly after 
having been discovered, it is already in danger: The oil companies 
BP and Total want to carry out dangerous oil drilling near the Amazon 
Reef. Hence, Greenpeace launched a global campaign for the protec-
tion of the Amazon Reef. 

Activists and scientists were in the field with the Greenpeace ship, 
“Esperanza”, and dived into the underwater world – where no one 
has ever been before. The breath-taking pictures shall emphasise the 
reasons why the reef must be protected from oil drilling. At the same 
time, Greenpeace activists were combating oil companies the world 
over. Our claim is clear: Hands off the Amazon Reef! Eventually, our 
campaign made an impact: For the time being, the Brazilian environ-
mental authority, IBAMA, stopped the allocation of licences for test 
drills by BP and Total. Still, the oil giants can apply for new authorisa-
tions. So, the campaign for the protection of the Amazon Reef contin-
ues until this sensational discovery will finally be protected.

Our Oceans

Sustainable  
Fishing Methods
2017 was a great year for the protection of the oceans: Af-
ter a two-year campaign, we had succeeded in provoking 
Thai Union, the largest tuna producer worldwide, to rethink 
their actions. The corporation committed to move in on hu-
man rights violation and illegal fishing. Furthermore, it will 
switch over to more sustainable fishing methods. Fishing 
with pelagic longlines through which numerous animals 
perish inadvertently as bycatch will be ceased. 

The Largest Ma-
rine Protected 
Area Worldwide
In December 2017, the largest marine protected area world-
wide took effect in the Antarctic: As of now, industrial fishing 
and other industrial activities are forbidden in the Ross Sea. 
Greenpeace’s campaign for marine protected areas contin-
ues: In 2018, an even larger protected area may come into 
being in the Antarctic. Greenpeace will do everything possi-
ble all over the world. 

No Industrial Fish-
ing in the Arctic
After a year-long Greenpeace campaign, a milestone was 
attained for the Arctic’s protection in December: The inter-
national community of states resolved on a ban on fishing 
activities. For the next 16 years, industrial fishing is prohib-
ited in the international waters of the Arctic. After that, the 
ban shall be renewed every five years. The protection applies 
to an area of 2.8 million square kilometres, an area over 30 
times larger than Austria.

Middle: Humpback whale in the Antarctic.

© Christian Åslund/Greenpeace

Bottom: Polar bear on sea ice in the Arctic.

© Greenpeace

Top: Local Fisherman in southern Thailand.

© Sirachai Arunrugstichai/Greenpeace

Our Oceans



1514

„
“

The Last  
Primeval  
Forests of 
the Earth
The forests’ protection is essential for all our lives. Forests not only 
offer multifaceted habitats for humans, animals and plants; they 
also bind about a trillion tons of carbon and assume a vital role re-
garding climate protection. Nonetheless, every year an average of 
13 million hectares of forest vanish – which often entails bad rav-
ages for populations, indigenous communities and animals living in 
the forests and from forest fruits. The transformation and logging of 
forest areas for industrial purposes are essential factors for global 
deforestation. Additionally, one-fifth of all greenhouse gas emis-
sions are caused by deforestation. 

Greenpeace takes a stand for the halt of deforestation all over the 
world. Only this way we can guarantee that humans and animals 
have a safe home and that trees can continue to ensure their role 
as climate custodians.

Forests belong to the habitats of the earth 
that are richest in species, most productive 
and most valuable. We need a trend rever-
sal in forestry to protect this treasure chest.

Antje Helms
International project leader

Cover: Forests in the Romanian Carpathians. © Mitja Kobal/Greenpeace, Portrait: © Mitja Kobal/Greenpeace, Illustration: © miniwide/Shutterstock.com

11.000 
animal species live in the  
Białowieża Forest

Our Battle for Saving 
Białowieża Forest
Regarding the battle for one of Europe’s last primeval fo-
rests, 2017 was a decisive year. After Environment Secre-
tary, Jan Szyszko, had begun the devastation of Białowieża 
Forest by illegally logging protected sections of the forest, 
Greenpeace moved heaven and hell to defend the forest.

On July 5, UNESCO found that the actions of the Environment 
Secretary threatened the forest’s World Heritage Status and 
obliged Poland to halt logging in the forest – although the 
Polish Department of Environment and the state forest asso-
ciation tried to convince delegates to revoke their decision. 

Thanks to our active work with UNESCO representatives, 
this first success was possible. On July 27, the European 
Court of Justice (ECJ) took temporary measures to protect 
the forest as it feared that the further logging in Białowieża 
Forest could lead to serious and irreparable damage of the 
forest. The ECJ demanded that Poland ceased logging with 
immediate effect; however, such temporary injunctions are 
issued very rarely.

Illegal clearings despite ECJ decision
As clearings in Białowieża Forest continued, Greenpeace 
took direct actions on-site. Activists blocked forestry ma-
chines for weeks; hundreds of activists from twelve coun-
tries came to participate in direct actions to protect the pri-
meval forest. Greenpeace volunteers organised numerous 
successful mobilisation events all around Poland as well as 
the largest demonstration regarding environmental concern 
in Polish history. Over 190,000 people signed our petitions. 
Moreover, international media took notice of the situation 
thanks to our work and started reporting from the forest.

Thanks to this multifaceted campaign, the machines final-
ly retreated. We still keep patrols throughout the Forest to 
keep a close eye on the situation. Hence, enough time that 
the courts needed was gained. 

Minister Szyszko was dismissed, along with the head of the 
state forest association. The new Environment Secretary, 
Henryk Kowalczyk, seems to target a more careful handling 
of Poland’s natural resources. 

Bottom: People from all over Poland 
protest in an area fenced off for clearing.

© Christian Åslund/Greenpeace

Middle: European bison in the Białowieża 
National Park.

© Greenpeace

Top: Activists block the clearings of the 
primeval forest protected by the UNESCO.

© Dean Miller/Greenpeace

ROBERT GYGLICKI
Head of Greenpeace Poland

© Greenpeace

The Last Primeval Forests
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Giant Steps  
for Romania’s 
Primeval Forests
Our long-term work with civil society, scientists, prosecutions and gov-
ernments proves successful: Compared to the previous year, there was 
a decrease of illegal logging by 47 per cent. Just like the year before, 
more than one-third of the suspected cases was reported by private 
citizens – showing us that the population is on our side!

A great part of our work over the past years was finally concluded in 
summer 2017: At a UNESCO conference in July, the last remains of pri-
meval forest-like or very old Romanian beech forests were acknowl-
edged by the commission. Hence, the already existing World Heritage 
natural site of beech forests worth protecting was enlarged by almost 
24,000 hectares. 

In August, rapid action was demanded on-site when forestry machin-
ery approached in Bratocea Forest. As Natura 2000 Area, the area is 
in fact under the EU’s protection. Even before one single tree could be 
felled, courageous Greenpeace activists blocked the heavy vehicles, 
and the loggers had to take off. Consequently, the corruption prose-
cution launched an enquiry questioning the rightfulness of the clear-
ing authorisation.

Tree stumps in the Romanian forests. 

© Cristian Grecu/Greenpeace

Greenpeace activists block illegal clearings in Romania. 

© Cristian Grecu/Greenpeace

CRISANTA LUNGU
Forest Campaigner

© Crisanta Lungu

The Last Primeval Forests

555 hectares of primeval forest under protection
It will still take some time until the proceedings will be closed – in 
any case, Bratocea remains untouched. In autumn, the primeval fo-
restland in Museteica Valley, mapped in 2016 by Greenpeace, finally 
managed to get listed in the “National Primeval Forest Register” after 
numerous negation rounds, local inspections and insistent demands. 
Hence, 555 hectares of primeval forest are now protected from any 
logging. For the primeval forest protection station in the Museteica 
Valley, Greenpeace was even awarded a prize by the Romanian foun-
dation, “Gala of Civil Society”.

However, before woods can be protected, they must be explored 
and documented sufficiently, and legal principles must be created. 
Greenpeace is also active in that area: In November, a primeval poten-
tial map and a cohering study were presented in Bucharest. In the map, 
over 300,000 hectares wood are marked as potential primeval wood-
lands. The frightening thing is that only 13 per cent are already pro-
tected in national parks. The Romanian Ministry for Water Management 
and Forestry promised to start the national forest inventory in 2018.

,

,

The Green Crown 
on Earth
The large woodlands of the North are sitting on our globe 
just like a green crown. They span from Alaska to Cana-
da, from Scandinavia to Russia, and they are the second 
largest forest ecosystem of our planet. They are home to 
numerous animal and plant species. Nowhere else, carbon 
is accumulated as much as in boreal woods. Yet, only three 
per cent of these areas have been protected to this date.

Therefore, Greenpeace has launched a global campaign for 
protecting these woods. Greenpeace activists have been in 
action worldwide: In Sweden, they documented forest ar-
eas worth protecting that are supposed to be cleared soon. 
In Russia, they took a stand for a large-scale forest protec-
tion preserve in the Dvinsky Forest. We will continue our 
campaign for the biodiverse and valuable boreal woods.

Treasured Wood 
from the Amazon 
Rainforest
The Amazon Rainforest is the habitat of spectacular biodi-
versity and indispensable for climate protection. Yet, this 
important ecosystem is still threatened: To this day, over 
750,000 km² of the Brazilian Amazon Rainforest have been 
destroyed. The wood is treasured worldwide, which is why 
corporations stop at nothing to get it. 

In 2017, together with peasant farmers and indigenous 
communities, Greenpeace demonstrated how much blood 
is in fact on the wood exporters’ hands as loggers advance 
further and further into protected areas. The people living 
there, and bravely obstructing illegal logging become the 
target of the criminals. For that lucrative business, they are 
cowed, threatened and even murdered. The trees are felled 
illegally and can be offered in the global market due to cor-
ruption and weak laws. 

Greenpeace will continue supporting the locals as well as 
the protection of the Amazon Rainforest and opposing the 
unscrupulous wood industry.

Top: Brown bear in a Swedish forest. 

© Günter Lenhardt

Middle: Scarlet Ibis Birds in Brazil.

© Daniel Beltrá/Greenpeace

Bottom: Protest against violence in a field in Brazil.

© Adriano Machado/Greenpeace

The Last Primeval Forests
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Eco-Friendly 
Consumerism
The worldwide prevalent economic and social systems have a distinct-
ly negative impact: They reward ecological destruction, promote exces-
sive consumption, lead to a single-use culture and cause global as well 
as local inequality. The identification of many people with their (over)con-
sumption as a means or symbol for status, wealth or fortune has drama-
tic effects on important ecosystems and our natural resources, but also 
for our own wellbeing.

For a great future of mankind on this planet, Greenpeace regards not 
only a decoupling from (economic) growth and use of nature as essential, 
but also a reorientation towards a way of thinking that is not only geared 
to growth. A good life for all will be possible by considering global re-
sources and the preservation of our environment and nature. 

Our individual consumption behaviour plays a major role: Just because 
we are offered something does not mean there is an obligation to buy. It is 
possible to be ecologically and socially mindful – even in the supermarket. 

The goal is a good life for everyone –  
decoupled from our system’s philosophy 
regarding constant growth. Individual 
consumption is essential: Only because 
we are offered certain products does not 
mean we need to buy them.

Nunu Kaller
Campaigner for sustainable consumption

Cover: Family consumes a variety of plant-based food at home. © Mitja Kobal/Greenpeace, Portrait: © Mitja Kobal/Greenpeace, Illustration: Trashcan: © petovarga/Shutterstock.com, Cups: © Elegant Solution/Shutterstock.com

25 million
yogurts are thrown 
away every year  
in Austria

Food shelf life under 
the microscope
Wasting food is rubbish. Every year, more than 200,000 tons of avoid-
able foodstuff end up in the rubbish in Austria. In 2017, we wanted to 
know for sure and, supported by the ORF initiative “Mutter Erde” (Mo-
ther Earth), sent eight sorts of foodstuff to the laboratory of the food-
stuff research institute for a long-term test. 

The result was surprising: For instance, cheese had a longer extended 
shelf life by six weeks compared to the indicated best-before date; for 
cakes, it was eight weeks; for eggs, ten weeks; and natural yogurt was 
even still unspoilt after six months. Therefore, it became clear that most 
of the foodstuff does not have to be thrown away once the best-before 
date is exceeded.

When tasting yogurt under the motto “Save the Yogurt” along the Maria-
hilferstraße in Vienna, more than half of the sampled people could not 
tell which yogurt had already exceeded the best-before date.

Greenpeace generally recommends trusting in one’s own senses: take 
a closer look at older foodstuff, smell it and then taste it.

There is still need for catching up on labelling the origin of eggs used in manufactured products. 

© Mitja Kobal/Greenpeace

Yogurt and many other products are mostly non-perishable for a longer time than the best-before 
date indicates.

© Mitja Kobal/Greenpeace

GUNDI SCHACHLHERWIG SCHUSTER
Expert for sustainable consumptionEnvironmental chemist

© Georg Mayer/Greenpeace© Mitja Kobal/Greenpeace

Eco-Friendly Consumerism

Greenpeace  
Supermarket Check
With the supermarket check 2017, Greenpeace again carefully inspect-
ed the largest Austrian supermarket chains with monthly tests. With 
“Testing Sustainability”, we selected a product range, assessed the 
products and performances of the supermarkets and presented a test 
winner every month.

The Greenpeace market check is effective at various levels: The super-
markets reacted with improved product ranges and are in close dia-
logue with us. The consumers appear highly interested as the market 
check renders assistance regarding grocery shopping and responds to 
the following question, “What shall, and can I still buy today?”. 

In 2017, people were mainly interested in tests concerning meat in su-
permarkets, eggs of caged egg production used in convenience prod-
ucts and local nutritional oils. The most important criteria of the market 
check are organic and genetically unmodified production as well as a 
distinct product identification. 

For the second time in a row in 2017, the supermarket Merkur was 
awarded “supermarket of the year”. The trade chain by REWE was 
the test winner of five months and generally stood out due to its good 
range of organic food. Greenpeace’s efforts have become visible in the 
shelves: The share of organically produced and environmentally friendly 
products has increased continually.
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Ecological 
Agriculture 
The way our foodstuffs are produced concerns us all. We all wish for 
healthy and affordable groceries that are produced without harming our 
environment, threating biodiversity or torturing animals. At the same 
time, people engaged in farming must earn a decent living.

However, agriculture organisations like the glyphosate producer Mon-
santo are on the rise. Poisonous pesticide use, agonising factory far-
ming and wreckful monocultures are further spreading out. Unfair ag-
ricultural funding by the EU fuels these developments. Tax money is 
currently distributed in a non-selective way: Whoever owns the largest 
areas, receives the major funding. Due to this model, smaller business-
es are under even greater pressure. Those who do not constantly ex-
pand and industrialise, go down.

And yet, innovative farmers in Austria and all over Europe are already 
demonstrating another way of working: agriculture without poisonous 
pesticides, synthetic fertiliser or feeding stuff from overseas. These are 
the pioneering businesses that should be in the focus of the Austrian 
and European agricultural policy!

Whether our food is produced by the 
agroindustry or by multifaceted, peasant 
family businesses is a question of political 
will. Greenpeace fights for an agriculture 
that produces according to laws of nature 
and not those of the world market.

Sebastian  
Theissing-Matei
Agricultural campaigner

Cover: Organic vegetables at an ecological farm in Hungary. © Bence Jardany/Greenpeace, Portrait: © Mitja Kobal/Greenpeace, Illustration: © AVA Bitter/Shutterstock.com

Over 600 
communities in Austria 
go without glyphosate

Glyphosate
In 2017, the weed killer glyphosate was probably one of the most de-
bated topics in Austria and Europe. Basically, the question was whether 
glyphosate shall be approbated for another 15 years in Europe based 
on industrial studies or if it must be prohibited based on independent 
assessments, e.g., by the International Agency for Research on Cancer.

Apart from agriculture and forestry, glyphosate is also used in pri-
vate gardens and in public space, e.g., in parks or by the roadside. 
Greenpeace has already been fighting for a ban on glyphosate for 
years. In 2017, we were actively opposing glyphosate on all political 
levels: in the European Union, and in Austria in all federal states as well 
as in all individual townships.

At the beginning of 2017, Greenpeace together with other NGOs initiat-
ed a European Citizens’ Initiative against glyphosate. Only within a few 
months, the initiative passed over the necessary mark of one million 
signatures – no other European Citizens’ Initiative has ever succeeded 
so rapidly in doing so.

Protest for glyphosate ban in front of the Austrian Parliament in Vienna.

© Armin Rudelstorfer/Greenpeace

In Austria, in autumn 2017, it was our success that the Austrian Par-
liament distinctly came out in opposition to a new registration of gly-
phosate. Thus, the then responsible secretary, Andrä Rupprechter, was 
bound to a clear “no” by Austria at a European level.

Under pressure from Greenpeace, several federal states plan to imple-
ment restrictions on glyphosate on their own instead of waiting for an 
urgently necessary ban from above. 

In 2017, Greenpeace was again working on getting Austrian townships 
to go without glyphosate – to great success: In June 2017, 311 of the 
2,100 Austrian townships announced to going without glyphosate. At 
the end of 2017, the number had already risen to over 600, including 
all nine capitals.

Ecological Agriculture
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Bees in Politics
Bees in Poland
In 2017, our activity in agriculture started for Greenpeace 
in Poland by participating in a high-profile seminar at the 
Ministry of Agriculture. At our recommendation, beekeep-
ers, scientists and industry delegates met to discuss the 
controversial topic of neonicotinoids.

In February, Greenpeace published a report on neonicoti-
noids earning great media response; spring followed with 
specific volunteer activities. In June, we attained great suc-
cess: The Ministry of Agriculture denied an exception claim 
of canola oil producers.

Thereupon, we collected 65,000 signatures and persuaded 
the secretary in charge to support the ban of neonicotinoid 
as well as our “National Pollinators Strategy”. 

In the scope of a large music festival, Greenpeace organ-
ised several discussions with scientists and other events 
with reference to bees. On National Bee Day, a conference 
regarding our “Pollinators Strategy” was held together with 
the three main beekeepers organisations.

We ended the year with five large citizen debates in five 
different cities. The civic debates are an innovative tool to 
inform and mobilise the population, and we will continue 
using it in 2018.

“Food for Life” campaign in Slovakia
Our main focus in Slovakia was to exert pressure on the 
Ministry of Agriculture as well, and we managed to do 
so through off- and online activities along with a petition 
to support the EU-wide ban on neonicotinoids. In Janu-
ary, Greenpeace released the Slovak translation of the 
Greenpeace report, “The Environmental Risks of Neonic-
otinoids Pesticides”. To make sure that Gabriela Matecná, 
the minister of agriculture, understood how important a ban 
on neonicotinoids is for the survival of bee colonies and for 
the beekeepers, we played back various recorded voice 
messages from the beekeepers in front of the ministry on 
March 20. The action was successful, and the topic again 
gained centre stage and once more set the discussion on 
the ban on neonicotinoids going. The final count of the pe-
tition was 50,213 signatures. On May 9, we delivered the 
petition to the ministry. As the ministry refused to support 
the ban on neonicotinoids, the beekeepers organised a pro-
test on May 20 and continued to exerted pressure on the 
decision makers to the day of the vote at EU level.

Bottom: Greenpeace activist during the handing over of our petition 
with 50,213 signatures to the Slovakian Ministry of Agriculture.

© Juraj Rizman/Greenpeace

Top: Handover of 61,000 signatures against neonicotinoids to the 
Polish Ministry of Agriculture in May.

© Konrad Konstantynowicz/Greenpeace

KATARZYNA JAGIELLO
Biodiversity campaigner

© Mitja Kobal/Greenpeace

KATARINA JURIKOVA
Regional agricultural coordinator

© Juraj Rizman/Greenpeace

Ecological Agriculture

Democracy
For our environment, Greenpeace has always gone toe-to-toe with the 
powerful people. However, what does Greenpeace do when those peo-
ple try to not allow criticism any longer and critics are branded as for-
eign agents? When the media are controlled so that criticism cannot be 
heard anymore? When courts become instruments of the powerful peo-
ple? When corruption becomes universal?
 
In many countries in which Greenpeace is active in Central and Eastern 
Europe, we are increasingly confronted with restrictions and repres-
sions. Our way of being a strong and effective voice of the environ-
ment is meant to be restricted. Yet, even under these circumstances, 
Greenpeace is uncompromisingly fighting for the environment. When 
we strive against the Russian nuclear project Paks in Hungary, we are 
also fighting for media freedom. When we tackle the mafia-like struc-
tures in Slovakia and Bulgaria in the coal branch, we are also fighting 
for constitutionality. When we defend the last remaining primeval fo-
rests in Poland and Romania, we are also striving against corruption.

This broader view of our commitment to the environment is necessary 
to remain successful in the longer term. We will only be able to protect 
the environment in Europe within a democratic environment.

“Resist” banner action in Washington, D.C.

© Ken Cedeno/Greenpeace

Protest to support democracy in Romania – “Democracy is the cleanest environment!” was heard at 
numerous demonstrations in Eastern Europe in 2017.

© Ionut Brigle/Greenpeace

BERNHARD OBERMAYR
Deputy Executive Director 
Greenpeace in Central and Eastern Europe

© Mitja Kobal/Greenpeace

President Trump and the Environment
On June 1, 2017, Donald Trump announced that the U.S. will be with-
drawing from the Paris Agreement. Although this is clearly a cata-
strophic political signal, Trump’s decision has galvanised huge re-
sistance. States, cities and companies from across the United States 
reaffirmed their commitment to tackling climate change, coming to-
gether to form an alliance at the 23rd climate conference in Bonn, called 
“We are still in”. Today, this alliance counts over 2,500 cities, states, 
businesses, universities and faith groups.
 
Trump also inspired the “Resist” movement in the U.S., championed by 
Greenpeace, who greeted Trump only a few days after his inauguration 
with a giant banner flying from a nearby crane. Following the U.S. with-
drawal from the Paris Agreement, Greenpeace initiated the “Summer 
of Resistance”, which culminated in over 700 people being trained in 
non-violent direct action skills and over 50 resistance activities being 
organised across the U.S. 

An interesting fact in all this is: The withdrawal of the U.S. will take four 
years and will come into effect in November 2020 – the day after the 
next president of the U.S. will be elected.

Democracy
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Our Ships
The Greenpeace fleet in action all over the world

JULY–AUGUST 2017 
NORWAY
Together against Arctic 
oil: protest in front of a 
platform opposing the 
approval of oil drilling in 
the Norwegian Sea

JANUARY–FEBRUARY 
2017
AMAZON’S MOUTH
Exploration of the newly 
discovered Amazon 
Basin on a diving boat 

FEBRUARY–MARCH 
2017
SOUTH AMERICA
The “Rainbow Warri-
or” supports protests 
against the expansion of 
the Invierno coal mine in 
Chile. It is not approved. 

JUNE–AUGUST 2017 
SPAIN, ITALY, CROATIA, 
GREECE, BULGARIA
Informing regarding plastic 
waste in the Mediterrane-
an Sea.

DECEMBER 2017 
SOUTH-EAST ASIA
Cleaning of the beaches in 
the Philippines and campaign 
against micro plastics in Tai-
wan. The Taiwanese environ-
mental authority complies with 
Greenpeace’s claims.

FEBRUAR–MAY 2017 
WEST AFRICA
The “Esperanza” controls the 
fi shing off  West Africa. Ships 
with shark fi ns and illegal 
catch are reported.

OCTOBER–NOVEMBER 
2017 CENTRAL AFRICA
Conference on board the 
“Esperanza” regarding the 
Congo Rainforest’s protec-
tion from deforestation

SEPTEMBER 2017 
SPAIN
Protest in front of the 
coal deposit of A Coruña

ARCTIC 
SUNRISE

ESPERANZA

RAINBOW 
WARRIOR

NOVEMBER 2017
PUERTO RICO
Support for the victims of 
the hurricane Maria and 
help with the rebuilding of 
the lodgings 

OCTOBER–NOVEMBER  
2017 USA
Tour alongside the East 
Coast: informing about 
the threatening of the seas 
by plastic, oil drillings and 
seismic blasting 

Ships have been accompanying Greenpeace at the 
front line since its founding. Evidence of environ-
mental destruction and overexploitation is gathered 
and documented on board. The ships are platforms 
for all forms of confrontation on the water and get 
to the most remote regions of the world to uncover 
eco-crimes.

As an emblem of Greenpeace, the “Rainbow War-
rior III” is an example of eco-friendly shipping.
Being a former exploring and provision ship, the 
“Arctic Sunrise” was set up as Greenpeace cam-
paign ship in 1996.
Meaning hope in English, the “Esperanza” lives up 
to its name and has been part of the Greenpeace 
fl eet since 2001.
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The People behind Greenpeace

I grew up on a farm in the Waldviertel. Foodstuffs 
have always been very valuable to me and some-
thing to be careful about.

Hence, I gladly and confidently supported the 
Greenpeace campaign against food waste. I really 
enjoyed working on the radio spots enlightening 
about the best-before date.

Josef Hader 
Cabaret Artist

In 1981, the “Rainbow Warrior” came into my 
home city, New York. By then, I had known 
Greenpeace mostly from Bob Hunter’s book, “War-
riors of the Rainbow”, and I was fascinated by the 
principle of non-violent resistance. Shortly after 
that, I was already part of the crew.

I am greatly worried about the condition in which 
my generation will leave this planet behind. I think 
we have a responsibility to pass the earth on to the 
next generation as intact as possible. My genera-
tion has not succeeded in doing so thus far; hence, 
our children will have to count the costs.

Pete Willcox 
Captain of the “Rainbow Warrior III”

Being retired, I finally have time, and I feel a need 
to do something meaningful: This includes, 
amongst others, supporting Greenpeace as a do-
nor and as an activist.

Whether when collecting signatures for the pres-
ervation of a park, back then during the discus-
sion about the initial operation of the nuclear 
power plant at Zwentendorf, or when “we” occu-
pied the Hainburger meadow – I was always able 
to learn that even average citizens have a big say 
in important matters. Hence, I keenly continue 
being in action for Greenpeace.

Ulrike Groier 
Activist and Donor

© Mitja Kobal/Greenpeace © Mitja Kobal/Greenpeace © Lukas Neck

The people behind Greenpeace

I joined Greenpeace in Poland in 2006, and since 
then, I’ve been working for toxics campaigns and 
have been participating in many activities: water 
and waste sampling, patrolling ancient Białowieża 
Forest against logging, producing reports, being a 
photographer, sharing my experience with younger 
activists. And of course, joining more than 30 ac-
tions in a few countries, often as a climber.

What motivates me to do that? Knowing that we 
are really able to make a change, in the corporate 
and political agenda, and people’s minds. And 
those whom I work with – a circle of friends and 
dedicated activists.

Łukasz Supergan 
Activist

The tasks of Greenpeace and Tiergarten Schön-
brunn complement each other in many ways. 
Greenpeace campaigns for the protection of na-
ture and ecosystems, while the Tiergarten cam-
paigns for the preservation of threatened animal 
species. A mindful handling of animals and of our 
environment is important to all of us. Therefore, 
we are working conjointly regarding nature and 
species protection.

We as human beings are the only species that 
can exterminate other species and destroy na-
ture. However, we are also the only species that 
can succeed in protecting threatened animals 
from extinction and in preserving their habitats.

Dagmar Schratter 
Director of Tiergarten Schönbrunn

Greenpeace was my first and only employer. Be-
fore my daughter was born, I had studied chem-
istry. As a young mother, I started working for 
Greenpeace in Germany where my first task was 
responding to letters from children and teenagers. 
Since then, I have held many different appoint-
ments – and now I am just about to retire.

It has been a long and eventful time – and my 
work has always been more than just a job. Hence, 
the question is: Is there a life after Greenpeace? 
Yes, there is – but not without Greenpeace!

Today, Greenpeace’s actions are more important 
than ever and – sadly! – will still be needed for a 
long time. Therefore, I can imagine remembering 
Greenpeace in my will.

Gertrud Körbler 
Greenpeace Staff Member

© Daniel Zupanc © Łukasz Supergan © Mitja Kobal/Greenpeace
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Greenpeace CEE in Figures

In order to guarantee complete independence, Greenpeace 
does not accept money from governments, corporations or 
institutions such as the EU or the UN, but only from private 
donors and foundations. 

In 2017, the total revenue of Greenpeace Central and East-
ern Europe was around 14 million EUR. The majority of rev-
enue, about 10 million EUR, was generated by regular con-
tributions from donors, and a further 1,010,691 EUR from 
irregular contributions. Greenpeace donors left us 213,175 
EUR in their wills. There was no appropriation to untaxed 
reserves. The annual balance sheet shows a surplus of 
302,850 Euros, which will flow into the capital reserves.

Campaign work in Austria and Eastern Europe is financed 
mostly through Austrian donations. Since the indiscriminate 
exploitation of nature does not stop at national borders, 
Greenpeace CEE also funds part of Greenpeace’s global 
campaign work. We want to take this opportunity to thank 
all the supporters who have enabled us to keep advocating 
for environmental issues. Thank you!

Greenpeace discloses its accounts every year to prove that 
the funds are used exclusively for the purposes stated in its 
charter. The complete annual balance sheet 2017 was sent 
to IBD Wirtschaftsprüfung GmbH for assessment. The ple-
nary audit certificate for this annual balance sheet
is dated 28.03.2018.

Overview

ASTRID HUBER-LOIBL SUSANNE WINTER
Finance Director Deputy Executive Director  

Greenpeace in Central and Eastern Europe
© Georg Mayer/Greenpeace

© Mitja Kobal/Greenpeace

Greenpeace CEE in Figures

77.3 % Regular donations

13.1 % Project-related donations

7.2 % One-off donations

0.8 % Other income and net revenue 
from reserves

1.5 % Legacies

59.4 % Campaigns in Austria

16.5 % Campaigns in Eastern Europe

17.3 % International Campaigns

4.2 % Fundraising

2.6 % Administration

Income  
in € 1,000

13,969

Expenditure  
in € 1,000

13,969

The Structure of Greenpeace  
in Central and Eastern Europe

Greenpeace CEE in Figures

Greenpeace in Central and Eastern 
Europe is based in Vienna, and its 
activities cover Central and Eastern 
Europe. For this purpose, indepen-
dent organisations and foundations 
were founded in Poland, Hungary, 
Slovakia, Romania and Croatia. 
Furthermore, we work with part-
ners in Bulgaria and Slovenia. The 
highest decision-making body is 
the General Assembly (GA). The GA 
selects the six-person Honorary 
Board of Directors. The Honorary 
Board appoints the Executive Di-
rector. This person has legal, or-
ganisational and financial respon-
sibility for the organisation and for 
the permanent employees.

TRUSTEE
Representative 

of the CEE 
organisation 

within the 
international 

umbrella 
organisation

to decide

HONORARY BOARD 
Pavel Antonov, Manuela Bachlechner, Robert Korbei,  
Anita Kruisz, Ewald Lochner, Christiana Hageneder

Members entitled to vote

vote for

appoints, monitors and discharges

Areas of activity

165,617 donors funded the environmental work of Greenpeace in Central and Eastern 
Europe through their contributions in 2017. Thereof 130,223 people donated in 

Austria. A further 35,394 people in Eastern Europe supported our activities.

THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: Alexander Egit

DEPUTY MANAGING DIRECTOR: Bernhard Obermayr, Susanne Winter

PROGRAMME

Direct Dialogue 
Campaigns 

Supporter Engagement 
and Telemarketing

Supporter Engagement
Direct Marketing
Donors Magazine 

High-Level and
Legacy Fundraising
 
Online Marketing and
Mobilisation 

Database

Finance & Accounting

IT

Human Resources

Campaigns
Climate & Energy
Agriculture
Consumption
Oceans
Forests
Detox
Free Trade 

Action
Action Coordination
Volunteer and  
Activist Network

Media
Press and Public Relations
Photo & Video

ENGAGEMENT AND 
FUNDRAISING 

ADMINSTRATION AND 
FINANCE

DATA PROTECTION: Dr. Daniel Stanonik, RA Kanzlei Stanonik  
sowie Kinast Rechtsanwalts-GmbH*

FUNDRAISING: Susanne Winter
USE OF DONATIONS: Alexander Egit

Responsibilities

*RA Kanzlei Stanonik: Salztorgasse 2, A-1010 Wien; Kinast Rechtsanwalts-GmbH: Hohenzollernring 54, D-50672 Köln
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Die Aufwendungen teilen sich in folgende Bereiche:Income in € 1,000  2017               2016
I. Donations 13,559 

    Unallocated donations 11,610

        Autopayment donations 10,163

        One-off donations 930

        Legacies 518

    Earmarked donations 1,949

II. Other income, not included in item I. 93

III. Dissolution of liabilities for donations not yet used appropriately             116 

IV. Dissolution of reserves  -

V. Annual deficit  30

 13,798

Die Aufwendungen teilen sich in folgende Bereiche:Expenses in € 1,000  2017               2016
I. Expenses on statutory defined purpose 12,904 

    Campaigns in Austria 8,400

        General campaigning 2,330

        Information on campaigns 5,303

        Public relations on campaigns 767

    Campaigns in Eastern Europe 1,994

    International Campaigns 2,510

II. Fundraising 534

III. Administration 357

IV. Other Expenses, not included in items I. to III. 4

 

V. Appropriation to reserves -

VI. Annual surplus -

 13,798

12,731

8,120

2,116

5,074

929

2,250

2,362

581

349

5

-

303

13,969

13,793

12,023

10,799

1,011

213

1,769

118

58

-

-

13,969

Greenpeace CEE in Figures

Thousands of people at non-violent pro-NGO protest on the iconic Heroes’ Square in Budapest.

© Bence Jardany

Income in € 1,000

2014 10,431

12,401

13,768

13,969

2015

2016

2017

2014

2015

2016

2017

153,882

Donors
149,147

161,388

165,617
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Thank you for lending the environment a 
voice together with Greenpeace!

© Will Rose/Greenpeace

Thank you

With contributions from: Olja Alvir, Brigitte Bach, Mihaela Bogeljic, Ionut Cepraga, Natacha Cooremans, Madeleine Dürrer, Alexander Egit, Ulrike 
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200 local fishing boats join global “Break Free” activities against fossil fuel in Thailand.
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