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Brussels, 16 December 2008

MEPs must exercise their democratic power and

reject the EU’s ‘effort sharing’ law
Members of the European Parliament voting tomorrow (Wednesday 17 December) in Strasbourg to adopt the EU climate package should reject the current flawed compromise for the effort sharing law.

The effort sharing law sets greenhouse gas reduction targets for member states for all sectors not included in the EU emissions trading scheme (such as the transport sector, agriculture, households, etc). This law covers about 55% of all EU greenhouse gas emissions.

EU leaders meeting in Brussels last week significantly weakened the effort sharing part of the climate package by caving in to demands from member states to offset most of their reduction efforts outside of the EU. Between 65% and 75% of these efforts would now take place in the developing world.


“The effort sharing law allows so much offsetting outside the EU that I don’t think it even qualifies as EU legislation any more. Haphazardly planting trees in Africa so we can continue spewing out carbon emissions in Europe is not the solution to climate change,” said Joris den Blanken, Greenpeace EU climate and energy director.

“Offsetting means exporting responsibilities to the developing world and removes the incentive for industry to improve efficiency and invest in renewables. It does nothing to reduce our dependence on expensive fossil fuels like gas from Russia and won’t reduce our energy bills,” said den Blanken.

Offset credits can be obtained from international mechanisms such as the Kyoto Protocol’s Clean Development Mechanism. Many of the offset projects that exist today have a questionable environmental record. According to the German Öko-insitut, over 40% of current projects under the Clean Development Mechanism do not actually achieve real emission reductions.
The compromise effort sharing law would allow twelve EU member states (Austria, Finland, Denmark, Italy, Spain, Belgium, Luxembourg, Portugal, Ireland, Slovenia, Cyprus and Sweden) to offset over 75% of their emission reduction effort. For the fifteen other member states, over 65% of the reduction obligation can be achieved by buying offset credits in third countries. 

In terms of greenhouse gas reductions within the EU, this compromise means Europe will reduce its emissions in the effort sharing sectors by less than 3.5% in 2020 (compared to 2005 emission levels).
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Greenpeace political demands on the effort sharing law:

· The European Parliament must reject the effort sharing proposal as it stands and support an amendment by the European United Left and the Nordic Green Left political group
 to limit the amount of offsetting to 50% of the total emission reduction effort.

· If this amendment is not adopted, the Parliament should vote against the current compromise on effort sharing and ask for a second reading of the legislation
.

· We urge the EU to commit to additional financial support to help developing countries fight climate change and to pledge to cut EU-wide emissions by 30% by 2020.

· We urge the EU to work on strict rules to certify the quality of offset projects, such as those of the Clean Development Mechanism (on the EU and the international level).
The rest of the climate package

Effort sharing is one of four pieces of legislation under the EU’s climate package. The others are:

· the review of the emissions trading directive (ETS);
· the renewable energy directive;

· the carbon capture and storage (CCS) directive.

The Parliament will look at each proposal separately and can give separate votes on the four different elements of the package.

Greenpeace also calls on the Parliament to reject the CCS directive. The risks and costs associated with the deployment of CCS are too high, and the technology would anyway come on board too late for it to make a difference in reducing emissions.
Finally, Greenpeace calls on the Parliament to approve two elements of the package: the ETS and the renewable energy directive.

Contacts:

Joris den Blanken – Greenpeace EU climate & energy policy director:

+32 (0)2 274 19 19, +32 (0)476 96 13 75 (mobile), joris.den.blanken@greenpeace.org
Mark Breddy – Greenpeace EU communications manager:

+32 (0)2 274 19 03, +32 (0)496 15 62 29 (mobile), mark.breddy@greenpeace.org
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� The European United Left and the Nordic Green Left (GUE/NGL) is a political group in the European Parliament.


� Going into ‘second reading’ would mean the Parliament and member states would have a second opportunity to review the legislation early next year.
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