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Introduction

On Monday 3 March, EU environment ministers will have their first official debate on the Commission’s recent proposals for new legislation on climate & energy (also known as the climate & energy package) and on carbon dioxide emissions from passenger cars. Greenpeace is urging ministers to use this opportunity to inject a greater level of climate ambition into the EU plans.

Ministers will also be adopting conclusions on biosafety and biodiversity ahead of two international meetings on the issues in May. Discussions on Monday come only days after the publication of a Greenpeace and GeneWatch UK report on contamination caused by GM products (http://www.greenpeace.org/eu-unit/press-centre/reports/gm-contamination-register-report-2007).

Climate targets

Greenpeace urges environment ministers to:

· Commit to a unilateral EU emission reduction target of 30% by 2020, compared to 1990 levels, with all emission caps set accordingly, in light of recent international political developments and all scientific evidence consistent with the 2-degree Celsius objective

· Ensure that any future external credits (such as those currently obtained through the Kyoto Protocol's mechanisms) should not weaken this minimum effort but come on top of it, provided that they fulfil strict criteria, verifying their climate benefit and guaranteeing their environmental integrity

· Support full auctioning in all sectors for the Emissions Trading Scheme. This is the only fair and effective allocation method that eliminates windfall profits and applies the polluter-pays principle

· Stop overplaying the threat of ‘carbon leakage’. This concept (of industry moving from Europe to regions with more lenient climate policies) is wholly unsubstantiated and does not merit neither the attention nor the mention it is currently receiving

Mahi Sideridou, Greenpeace EU climate and energy policy director:
“EU Ministers like to portray themselves as 'climate leaders', but it is only through concrete action that they can show if they truly deserve this title. All reliable scientific evidence clearly indicates that to avoid the worst effects of climate change, ministers must bump up emission targets in the EU to a watertight 30% by 2020.”

Car emissions

Greenpeace encourages ministers to demonstrate their resolve to end the continued rise in carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions from car traffic and to support a regulation that mandates deep emission cuts until 2020. 

Ministers should also reject the Commission’s proposal to determine CO2 limits on the basis of vehicle weight. A weight-based approach would discourage reducing vehicle weight as a means of reducing emissions and limit the freedom of carmakers to choose the most cost-effective way to achieve their targets. Such an approach would also put the achievement of the EU targets at risk, as manufacturers not committed to reducing emissions may find it cheaper to increase vehicle weight rather than reduce fuel consumption. Greenpeace urges environment ministers to:

· Opt for footprint, not weight, as a parameter to determine car CO2 limits

· Maintain commitments for the 2012 target date, without a phase-in of any kind

· Set an ambitious CO2 reduction target for 2020

Franziska Achterberg, Greenpeace EU transport policy officer:

“Ministers have agreed European climate targets for 2020. Only in the car sector is the horizon shorter with a reduction target for 2012. We cannot wait to see whether car emissions will end up blowing the EU climate goals for 2020 out of the water. Legislation must mandate emissions cuts now to make sure that rising emissions from cars do not undermine efforts made in other fields.”

Biosafety and biodiversity

On the issue of biosafety, a report published by Greenpeace and GeneWatch UK this week reveals that biotech companies are acting with impunity as cases of genetic contamination continue to threaten conventional agriculture on a global scale (http://www.greenpeace.org/eu-unit/press-centre/reports/gm-contamination-register-report-2007). 39 new instances of crop contamination listed in the ‘GM Contamination Register Report 2007’ are just the tip of the iceberg, since many other cases either cannot be detected or are not revealed to the public. This demonstrates the need for legally binding global rules, under the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety, ensuring that biotech companies are held responsible for the pollution they cause

· Greenpeace urges ministers to withdraw the current EU position on the Biosafety Protocol. The EU must back a legally binding international mechanism governing liability for damages caused by GMOs.

Marco Contiero, Greenpeace EU GMO policy director:

“Genetic contamination is a global reality. The polluter pays principle should not only be valid for oil spills. The biotech industry should also be held responsible for the contamination caused by its genetically modified products. EU member states have a duty to protect European consumers and the environment and support this principle in every instance.”

On the issue of biodiversity protection, European governments are set to clash with Brazil and Argentina, who are opposing criteria for the selection of marine protected areas and are planning to expand agro-fuel production without regard for sustainability considerations. Greenpeace urges Ministers to:

· Insist on the development of sustainability criteria for the production of agro-fuels

· Pursue agreement among parties on a global mechanism to combat illegal logging

· Adopt the proposed set of scientific criteria for the identification of marine areas in need of protection

· Develop an international financing mechanism for biodiversity protection in developing countries

Saskia Richartz, Greenpeace EU biodiversity policy director:

“It is this planet’s diverse life forms, in particular its forests and oceans, that help maintain ecosystems and create resilience to global warming. Ministers must provide sufficient resources for the Convention’s implementation and ensure that other national, EU and global policies complement rather than conflict with the achievement of biodiversity protection.”
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