Nuclear energy cannot fulfil Europe’s energy needs and tackle climate change

Third EU-sponsored nuclear forum diverts attention from real issues 
Bratislava/Brussels, 3 November 2008 – Nuclear energy cannot fulfil Europe’s energy needs, but burdens countries with spiralling costs and constitutes an enormous threat to the environment, said Greenpeace at an EU-sponsored meeting on nuclear energy in Bratislava today.(1)
In a keynote speech, Greenpeace EU director Jorgo Riss said: “It’s time we confronted the truth about nuclear. Its contribution to future European energy needs and to fight dangerous climate change can only be very small, would involve enormous costs – and even greater dangers –, and would in any case come too late. The nuclear debate is a diversion from what needs to be done today in the interest of climate protection and European energy independence.”

The International Energy Agency(2) and the Nuclear Energy Agency(3) estimate that even a fourfold increase in nuclear power in Europe by 2050 would result in a mere 4% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions, out of the 50-80% cut that is needed globally to avoid the worst effects of climate change. This massive expansion would require an investment of an estimated €6 trillion.(4)
Nuclear power is not only unable to contribute to the solution, it also introduces unresolved problems of highly toxic nuclear waste and nuclear proliferation.

“The EU must take us out of the nuclear age and into the 21st century. You can’t just sweep nuclear waste under the carpet for decades and then be surprised if unstable states want to enrich uranium in your back yard. The most cost-effective and realistic option to address energy security and climate change is a system based on renewable energies and energy efficiency," said Jan Haverkamp, Greenpeace EU dirty energy policy campaigner.

The Greenpeace Energy [R]evolution scenario published last week jointly with the European Renewable Energy Council shows that emissions can be cut by 50% by 2050 while existing nuclear reactors are phased out.(5) Phasing out nuclear energy and developing renewable energy technologies and energy efficiency would bring annual savings of over €590 billion in fuel costs to the global economy.

For a new Greenpeace report on nuclear and climate, go to: www.greenpeace.eu
Notes for the editor:

(1) The European Nuclear Energy Forum is an invitation-only event set up by the European Council in 2007 to facilitate a debate about the role of nuclear power among all stakeholders. The nuclear sector heavily dominates the forum.

(2) International Energy Agency, Energy Technology Perspectives 2008 (2008) Paris, IEA.

(3) Nuclear Energy Agency, Nuclear Energy Outlook 2008 (2008) Paris, NEA

(4) The International Energy Agency scenario would need 32 new nuclear reactors per year from today until 2050. The Nuclear Energy Agency projects the construction of 320 reactors until 2030 and then 57 reactors annually between 2030 and 2050. To put this into perspective: in the 1980s - the decade of nuclear’s fastest growth - the industry built an equivalent of 17 large reactors every year.

(5) Greenpeace / EREC, Energy [R]evolution - A Sustainable Global Energy Outlook, (2008) Amsterdam / Brussels; http://www.energyblueprint.info 
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