
To: 

Shri M F Farooqui,
Chairperson,
Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee,
Ministry of Environment & Forests,
Paryavaran Bhawan, CGO Complex,
Lodhi Road, New Delhi 3.

Dear Shri Farooqui,

Re: Demand to immediately stop all GM field trials in the wake of blatant violations of 
Biosafety norms at GM corn experimental seed production site by Monsanto 

This is to share with you the blatant violations of legal and Biosafety Norms by Monsanto at 
their Seed Production location for two transgenic corn hybrids containing stacked cry2Ab2, 
cry1A.105 (Event MON 89034) & cp4epsps (Event NK603) genes1. These violations have 
been documented by Greenpeace along with various media agencies in Karnataka on 
2/07/2011.

At Bannihatti P.A. Village  of Sindagi Taluk, Bijapur District, Karnataka where Monsanto is 
doing seed production of its transgenic corn, it has been found that company has flouted every 
required norm or procedure to ensure biosafety from regulated field experiments. What is 
most worrying is the fact that the biosafety assessment of GM corn has not been completed 
while such open experiments leading to seed and transgene leakage have been permitted.

The following are the major violations that Greenpeace has documented:

a. GM corn cobs with viable seeds have been lying at the field, which was harvested almost a 
month ago (June 1, 2011) leading to concerns about seeds from the plot spreading to nearby 
areas and volunteer plants coming up in the upcoming season. Thus the rule to destroy all 
residues properly after the GM crop has been harvested has been violated.  

b. The existing guidelines [2008] for field experiments of GM crops in confined conditions 
also says that all crops, including the refuge, has to be destroyed post the harvest. In this case 
the farmer has been allowed to keep the refuge, which could already be contaminated with the 
transgenes from the GM corn. This raises serious concerns about the health to the farmer and 
his family who may have consumed the corn and also about the possibility of these 
contaminated seeds spreading further. As a matter of fact, the refuge was left over by the 
company for the farmer to use as feed for his cattle. 

c. The field has been left open with residues of GM maize lying there for more than a month 
and cattle have been found grazing in the trial plot. Only small patches of the cultivated field 
have been burned down, and only this has been documented/photographed by the company at 
the time of harvest[probably just to satisfy the statutes]. There has been no contact made by 
the company thereafter.

1 http://www.moef.nic.in/divisions/csurv/geac/decision-nov-104.pdf

http://www.moef.nic.in/divisions/csurv/geac/decision-nov-104.pdf


d. Most alarmingly there was neither a fence around the trial plot while the trial was 
happening nor any sign board indicating that the field had a regulated GM corn undergoing 
trial. 

e. Bijapur does not have a functional District Level Committee (DLC)  in place neither the 
Deputy Commissioner, Bijapur nor the  Joint Director of Agriculture knew about the 
existence of such a body or of any field trial of GM crops happening in the district. According 
to existing regulatory regime, a DLC is a mandatory body in any place where field trials are 
permitted/in progress. 

f. Monsanto has executed a seasonal agreement with the farmer's relative. This is in 
contravention to the guidelines set forth by GEAC for the usage of farmers fields for confined 
field trials ,which says that the applicant has to have a 3 year lease agreement with the farmer 
whose plot is being used. This is also to ensure that proper post harvest monitoring of the plot 
can happen.

g. There was no information given to the farmer on what precautionary measures need to be 
taken to ensure biosafety norms are adhered to before or after the trial.

While these are the violations we could document almost after a month after the harvest of the 
GM corn, one shudders at the thought of the infinite instances of contamination that would 
have happened while the GM crop was on the field. We are sending the video documentation 
of the field and other relevant evidences collected along with this letter, which substantiates 
our concerns. 

We were also astonished when, Dr. Ranjini Warrier, the member secretary GEAC, told us 
over phone that GEAC still does not have any guidelines specifically set for experimental 
seed production.

Civil society across the country had been highlighting the various problems with GM crops 
and the haphazard manner in which their open releases in name of field trials are happening in 
our country.  We had communicated such grave concerns many times in the past to GEAC. In 
fact a compilation of the concerns about GM crop field trial was presented to you by the 
Greenpeace member of the delegation from GM free India coalition in a GEAC meeting on 
the 11th of May this year. 

It is unfortunate that GEAC lacks seriousness when it comes to such grave violations of its 
own rules and regulations by reckless seed companies. This we fear would endanger the food, 
farming and environment in our country.

In the light of all the new evidences, we urge you to take immediate action against Monsanto 
India Ltd, whose reckless  actions in conducting an experimental seed plot  has put on risk 
the food supply in our country. We demand that the company be blacklisted and liability 
measures under EPA 1986 be evoked .

Further to ensure the health and environment safety, the region around this trial site should 
immediately be cordoned off and a contamination study of the region should be ordered.



Given the lack of monitoring mechanism in place we also demand that no more field trials be 
permitted in India. This is critical to keep our food and environment safe from potentially 
dangerous Genetically Modified Organisms.

Looking forward to immediate action,

                                                                                    Thanking you,

                                                                                                Shivani Shah,

Place: Bangalore                                   Sustainable Agriculture Campaigner.                       

Date: 2/07/2011                                                                 Greenpeace India.

                                                                                        


