
 
 
Chemical Crisis at Patancheru 
 
Patancheru, in Medak District of Andhra Pradesh, is facing unprecedented problems due 
to pollution caused by unregulated release of untreated waste effluents and sludge into 
the environment from some of the biggest manufacturers of bulk drugs and 
pharmaceutical formulations, assorted chemicals, pesticides, paper, pulp, paint and dye 
products. 
 
The extent of contamination has been well documented by several scientific committees, 
including those appointed by the Andhra Pradesh High Court and Supreme Court. The 
Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) has identified Patancheru as one of 24 'critically 
polluted areas' and considers it in need of 'urgent attention for control of pollution'. The 
heavy metal concentrations in the water have increased between five to 20 times over 
permissible limits, rendering many wells and tanks unusable.  Investigations by National 
Geological Research Institute (NGRI) reported abnormally high quantities of arsenic, 
close to 700 times above permissible levels! 
 
The deadly bio-accumulative chemicals in the environment are damaging the health of 
all living things in the locality. The decolourisation and peeling of the skin of buffaloes is 
a common sight. Elevated levels of arsenic have been found in the blood, urine, hair and 
nail samples of Patancheru residents. 
 
An epidemiological study conducted by Greenpeace in 2004 reveals abnormally high 
rates of pollution-related illnesses like cancer, heart diseases, asthma and bronchitis. A 
status health report on health problems at Patancheru by Osmania Medical College 
submitted to the additional advocate general, AP High Court in 1998 states that 
morbidity rates in the area have increased from 10.18% to 25.49% over a period of 10 
years. The same report also stated that inadequate and irregular supply of drinking 
water to the 14 villages predisposed them to the hazards of water pollution. 
 
Jarigindi Chalu! Bahut Ho Gaya! Enough is Enough! 
Greenpeace and the pollution-impacted communities living with the Patancheru 
chemical crisis have had enough – despite the mounting evidence of contamination, 
despite the number of court orders from both, the Andhra Pradesh High Court and the 
Supreme Court of India, the contamination in the lakes and streams has only increased 
over the years. The situation continues to worsen, in terms of both, number of water 
bodies affected, as well as the degree of contamination. 
 
The Nakka vagu, a paleo-channel and a tributary of the Manjira river, has been steadily 
polluted over decades. A report by the Fact Finding Committee  constituted by the 
Andhra Pradesh Hight Court states that 18 lakes in the area are polluted. 
 
The Report of the Joint Parliamentary Committee (2004) states the presence of deadly 
persistent organic pollutants in Patancheru and Bollaram. Aldrin an endocrine disruptor 
and Dieldrin, a bio-accumulant are present in concentrations of 4.400, 3.925 while others 
like Lindane and Op-DDT were found to be as high as 2.050 and 1.945 (mg/l). 
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Adding insult to injury 
The Pollution Control Board has now scheduled a public hearing for 12th April 2005, 
where as many as 72 polluting industries will seek to obtain 'ex-post facto environmental 
clearance' – something they should have obtained ten years ago, before they started 
their polluting operations. The only purpose served by this Public Hearing is that it will 
allow these industries to 'legitimately' continue their polluting operations, despite public 
knowledge of the environmental impacts of their activities. 
 
Report of the SUPREME COURT MONITORING COMMITTEE (SCMC) ON 
HAZARDOUS WASTES visit to Hyderabad (A.P.) 19-20 October 2004 
 
"...It appears that nothing has been learnt from the experience of Patancheru, Bollaram, 
Katedahn and Kazipally areas and the contamination of several lakes and water bodies 
including the Nakkavagu and the Musi River. The destruction of underground aquifers on 
which ordinary villagers are dependent for their life and livelihood has not at all pinched 
the conscience of the State. For instance, when Patancheru and Bollaram industrial 
estates were started with many of the units not having even basic pollution control 
facilities, this led to the destruction of the ground water and agricultural lands of some 14 
villages in the surroundings and pollution of the Nakka vagu, and several irrigation tanks 
and lakes. Despite this sorry development, two more industrial estates of Kazipally and 
Pasamailaram were started, leading to the contamination of ground water and lands of 
several additional villages." 
 
Greenpeace is demanding that the Government of Andhra Pradesh should take 
immediate action and 
 
• Shut down all Polluting Factories in violation of the Supreme Court Directives on 

Hazardous Waste Management 
• Remediate the Patancheru lakes 
• Provide immediate health assistance and long term medical rehabilitation 
 
 
 
 
 


