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7th April 2005 
 
Dr. Y.S.Rajasekhara Reddy 
Hon'ble Chief Minister 
Government of Andhra Pradesh 
India. 
 
CC :  Ministry of Environment Andhra Pradesh 
 Ministry of Environment and Forests Government of India 
 Central Pollution Control Board 
 Andhra Pradesh Pollution Control Board   
 
Sir, 
 
We understand that you are currently considering plans to establish ship-breaking yards at the pristine beaches 
near Kakinada. You realize that if permitted the shipbreaking yards will have disastrous impact on the local 
environment –  the ship-breaking yard will devastate the livelihood of the local fishermen; pollute the pristine 
beaches and destroy the mangrove forest of Coringa. Such action would turn a clean and healthy environment 
into one more toxic hotspot -another Patancheru, or Alang. 
 
As is evident from the state of chemical crisis at Alang, shipbreaking activities pollute the sea, soil and air. 
Emissions and discharge of toxic materials into the sea, ground and air cause both acute and long term pollution 
impacts.   Marine sediments from the Alang ship-breaking yard have severely polluted the local marine 
environment with mineral oil, heavy metals, PAHs, PCBs and organotin compounds. 
 
We urge you to save Kakinada from a similar fate and take action to protect the health and livelihood of fishing 
communities (more than 70,000 people will be affected) living in villages along the shore, and the ecologically 
sensitive area of the Kakinada Bay, including the second largest mangrove forest in India. 
 
The Andhra Pradesh Government is already struggling with the chemical crisis in Patancheru, as unbridled 
pollution from the Medak Industrial Estate continues to threaten life, livelihood and the environment. Being a 



doctor yourself, we are sure you appreciate the gravity of the situation –  reports of abnormally high rates of 
pollution-related illnesses 1and shocking data that morbidity rates in the area have increased from 10.18% to 
25.49% over a period of 10 years.2 Clearly, the Andhra Pradesh government needs to focus on finding solutions 
for the existing crisis instead of allowing it to be replicated elsewhere. 
 
We would like to bring to your attention that the Supreme Court Monitoring Committee (SCMC) on Hazardous 
Wastes, after their visit to Hyderabad (A.P.) 19-20 October 2004, have said in their report, "...It appears that 
nothing has been learnt from the experience of Patancheru, Bolarum, Katedahn and Kazipalle areas and the 
contamination of several lakes and water bodies including the Nakkavagu and the Musi River. The destruction of 
underground aquifers on which ordinary villagers are dependent for their life and livelihood has not at all pinched 
the conscience of the State.”   
 
We urge you to ensure that fishing families do not end up paying the price for the dismantling of the toxic ships 
of rich countries and the shipping industry.  
 
We are demanding that the Andhra Pradesh take immediate action and: 
 
1. SAVE KAKINADA –  Prevent the setting up of the polluting ship-breaking yard in Kakinada 
 
2. TAKE ACTION to address the Chemical Crisis in Patancheru: 

a. Shut down all Polluting Factories operating in violation of Supreme Court Directives of Hazardous 
Waste Management 

b. Remediate the Patancheru lakes 
c. Provide immediate health assistance and long term medical rehabilitation 

 
 
Regards, 
 
 
Ramapati Kumar 
Campaigner Greenpeace India 
 

                                            
1 As revealed by an epidemiological study conducted by Greenpeace 
2 As reported by a status report on health problems at Patancheru by Osmania Medical College submitted to AP High Court 
in 1998 


