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Shri, Sharad Pawar,

Minister of Agriculture,

Krishi Bhawan






 June 13, 2006

New Delhi

Greenpeace has been researching and documenting the potential hazards associated with Genetic Engineering (GE) of our crops for over a decade now. Internationally there is a raging controversy as to whether GE crops are viable, sustainable and more importantly safe for the environment, the health of animals and humans. 

Our current concern stems from the fact that GE alters the natural evolutionary process and creates new plants and animals through techniques that involve highly complicated manipulations of genetic material and other biologically important chemicals. Genetic engineering gives rise to unexpected and unpredictable effects rendering any risk assessment unsound and irrelevant. GE is a crude and un-precise method that can create unexpected effects regardless on the source of gene introduced or type of gene that is introduced.

GE cotton has been in our fields for the last 4 years; it was approved after the company and the government claimed that all safety tests had been done. Two months ago a report by the Centre for Sustainable Agriculture (CSA) documented a grave incident where around 1600 sheep had died after grazing on GE cotton fields in Warangal district of Andhra Pradesh. The NGO makes a strong case for GE cotton being the cause of death. 

We draw your attention to the FAO/WHO codex guidelines on the assessment of the GE food safety, which advises a need to consider unpredicted changes as result of genetic engineering (FAO/WHO, 2003)
. It is for the government to investigate the matter and arrest all further genetic crop experiments both in the lab and in open fields.

While cause for sheep dying remain unresolved, we believe that GM crops must be viewed with caution and the health of the nation must be put before corporate profit. In the 67th meeting of the Genetic Engineering Approval Committee (GEAC) held on 22nd May 2006, which has representation from your Ministry, the committee had heard a presentation by M/s Mahyco on the results of the biosafety studies conducted in respect of Bt Brinjal Cry 1 Ac. 

From the minutes of the GEAC’s meetings, we come to know that brinjal with the same Bt gene whose safety is presently under question, is now being considered for large scale field trials by the GEAC, paving the way for India’s first food crop that could be eaten by millions across the country. 

It is a known fact that large-scale field trials practically lead to uncontrolled release of GMOs in the environment. We must also keep in mind the consistent regulatory failure in the past and India’s dubious record in handling Bt cotton where it was impossible to control the flow of unauthorized seeds. You will agree that given the ground realities in our country any approval of a large-scale field trial is a potentially dangerous act because it acts as a tacit approval equivalent to a commercial approval and therefore must not be allowed.

We have also learnt that the GEAC, in response to the complaints by the CSA on the 1st of June 2006, rather than commissioning a study with experts on bio safety studies, preferred to rely on the study done by the state agricultural department, which lacks the expertise to study a biosafety disaster of this scale.

We are very concerned by the casual attitude of the approval committee and the various ministries to this GE time bomb at a time when a decision to approve large scale field trials of Bt brinjal is scheduled.  The decisions taken now will impact the health and lives of every citizen of the country, our cattle and the environment that nurtures us and therefore we urge you to proceed with caution.

It is in this context that we demand the agricultural ministry: 

(1) Commission an investigation on the sheep mortality in Warangal, Andhra Pradesh and make public the terms of reference of the investigation.

(2) Assess the health impacts of GE crops by conducting an exhaustive long term health impact study on the various crops for both food and feed. 

(3) In the interim stop all field trial permissions for all new genetically modified organisms (GMOs) – starting with Bt brinjal.

(4) Withdraw permissions for commercial releases of all existing GE crops.

We sincerely hope that you would ensure justice to the cattle and people of India.

Yours sincerely, 

Rajesh Krishnan

Campaigner - GE free India 

Greenpeace India 

No. 3360, 13th B Main, HAL 2nd Stage,
Indranagar, Bangalore - 560038.
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