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EDITORIAL

“Ecology is permanent economy.” Sunderlal Bahuguna

It's virtually impossible for us to account for the millions of tonnes
carbon dioxide that forests and oceans absorb, and the oxygen
every square inch of forest gives out ever so quietly so that we
can breathe fresh, clean air. We take it almost for granted.

It's only after razing our carbon sinks, when we find the need to
clean the mess we've made, we realise just how much it is going
to cost us.

Fortunately, we are still in a position to re-invest in renewable
forms of energy, to mitigate climate change. Precisely why
Greenpeace welcomes the Indian Government's move to initiate
the Bachat Lamp Yojna. This programme encourages the phasing
out of energy hogging, carbon-spewing incandescent bulbs,
replacing these with more efficient CFLs over the next few years.
A small, yet admittedly, a good first step. Likewise, Philips has
taken the first step by adopting the take back policy, and thereby
emerged as a new green leader in the electronics sector. It's clear
that if we are capable of messing the planet, we are equally
capable of cleaning it up.

But that is not always going to be the case.

We will not be able to bring back the turtles if we let the TATAs
carelessly write them off. Exactly why Greenpeace and a group of
environmental organisations and thousands of citizens have been
asking the giant corporation to stop construction work at the port
site while an EIA (Environment Impact Assessment) is being
conducted. Stopping construction is paramount, if there is to be
an objective analysis of what the port holds for this endangered
species and everything that it stands for. A few days back, when
the TATAs were about to launch the ‘cheap and affordable' Nano
car, Greenpeace reiterated in an open letter to Mr. Tata that the
Olive Ridleys are priceless, and if they are lost to the port, no
amount of money could buy them back.

We also cannot undo the damage to our health or the
environment if we are to let the Genetic Engineering Approval
Committee give a go ahead to Bt Brinjal. After all the hollering,
and lobbying, the GM-free India coalition successfully stalled the
approval in January this year and raised several questions to
which they responded by forming a sub-committee to look into
the issue.

These are pre-emptive efforts or an investment of sorts. An

investment to secure our ecology will be tantamount to securing
our own future and an effort towards avoiding the future cost of
undoing damage.
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of flora and fauna (sea turtles and crocodiles being the most
famous).

The TATAs' insistence on carrying on construction doesn't
make sense to anyone. Not to the TATA customers we polled,
98% of who suggested that port construction be stopped
immediately. Not to the nearly 10,000 people who faxed in
letters to Mr. Tata. Not even to the MPs and politicians across
party lines who have written to the Ministry of Environment and
Forests, raising concerns over the port's impacts and seeking
the Centre's intglrvgnu‘h&et, destruction continues by the
same hand th_éﬁ)romises to protect!

What is worse is that reports have been planted in the local
Oriya media suggesting that Greenpeace has been infiltrated by
terrorists, no lessklronical for an organisation that has always
espoused Gandhian values of non-violence. Then on 5th March
this year, a bunch of journalists along with a few of us from
Greenpeace reached Dhamra to document the construction.
le were quickly surrounded by a mob of local goons and
tbbatened with dire consequences. It makes us wonder why
fpublic-scrutiny is so feared. Prior to this, fake emails
supposedly sent from Greenpeace addresses were circulated in
cyberspace, with defamatory content. Someone has clearly
been employing desperate — and extremely unethical - tactics
to attack us. But we won't be scared off so easily, this battle
isn't over yet.

On another front, the Orissa Government has moved on the
fisheries-turtle crisis in the state by incorporating some of the
demands made by Greenpeace over the last year - the demand
for transparency in mortality counts, the deployment of patrol
boats by the fisheries department and the creation of a
separate budget head for turtle conservation. Unsustainable
fishing practices such as trawling not only threaten the
traditional fisher communities; they are also the major cause of
turtle mortality.

Greenpeace supporters like you helped us with last year,

the TATAs finally agreed to have a dialogue with
Greenpeace and other environmental organisations. They thawed
and made room for turtles in their cold boardrooms, or so we
thought.

After all the protests and emails that thousands of

Controlling illegal trawling alone in the near shore waters will
result in a sharp drop in turtle mortality. Increased patrolling

until February 2009 has resulted in a 20 per cent reduction in
turtle mortality in the Devi region over previous years.

When the alliance of environmental organizations met with the
TATAs in February this year, they agreed 'in principle' to an
independent and comprehensive threat assessment on the one
hand, but on the other, refused to stop any dredging or

construction work at the port. To us, this is plain illogical. How That the state government has taken the first baby steps in the
can one insist on continuing with work that might be causing right direction leaves us with the hope that the message is
irreversible damage to the habitat from dredging and land-filling, getting through. We hope that in our next update we can say
while at the same time insisting on 'doing the right thing'? the same of the TATAs. Until then, we will continue to do all we

can to get them to walk the talk and stop dredging activities at
the port site before it is too late. And for that, we're going to
count on you!

At stake are the adjoining Gahirmatha Marine Sanctuary and
Bhitarkanika National Park, home to rare and endangered species

) -

5 L
[

%

"Without habitat, there is no wildlife. It's that simple."

- Wildlife Habitat Canada
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fter 10 long, tireless years of what seemed like an the help of our partners Sierra Club BC and ForestEthics

endless battle, the Government of British Columbia even after British Columbia's Premier Gordon Campbell

has announced the implementation of the most promised to protect the Great Bear Rainforest in 2006.
F;omprehenswe a2 PEEE: i Eleay EE2 e ele:! None of this would have been possible without help from
in Canada. . . :

our supporters from Canada (including mind you, phone

This celebration is a direct result of a decade-long calls from major pulp, paper and lumber purchasers) and
campaign — one of the longest in Greenpeace history. across the world, and ads in papers such as The
The result is that 2.1 million hectares of rainforest will be Vancouver Sun encouraging Gordon Campbell to walk the
legally protected from logging. Also, new 'lighter touch' talk.

logging regulations, based on Ecosystem-Based
Management, will now be a legal requisite. The
conservation plan will require a balance of 50 per cent of
the natural level of old growth forest in addition to 700,000
hectares of forest, which will be free from any logging.

No wonder then, the Great Bear victory is being flagged
as a 'greenprint' for conservation. Phew! We can now
breathe a sigh of relief!

That's equivalent to protecting a forest close to the size of
Belgium!

Plus, $120 million Canadian Dollars has been set aside
for the 25 First Nation Communities to help kick start a
new conservation economy as an alternative to logging
and ensure they are not left in a lurch.

Indeed, this is one of the most inclusive rainforest
conservation plans in North American history for, the
Great Bear Rainforest and will protect the largest, intact,
coastal temperate rainforest on the planet!

But it hasn't come easy. Greenpeace has been in the line

of fire to ensure protection for a decade. After much —
persistence and demand, 80 companies including Ikea, ra I n o r e s
Home Depot, Staples and IBM, committed to stop selling

wood and paper products made from ancient forests. This

marketplace pressure drove logging companies to sit
down and negotiate with environmentalists to get the
process initiated. It took much nudging and follow-up with

© Greenpeace

By means of trees, wildlife could be conserved, pollution

decreased and the beauty of our

landscapes enhanced.

~ E.F. Schumacher



