
 

Greenpeace Germany       Greenpeace International  Web: http://www.greenpeace.org     
Hongkongstraße 10        Ottho Heldringstraat 5    Press Desk Hotline  +31 (0) 20 7182470 
20457 Hamburg        1066 AZ Amsterdam     General media enquiries e-mail: 
Germany         The Netherlands      pressdesk.int@greenpeace.org  
Tel: +49 (0) 40 306 180       Tel: +31 (0) 20 7182000     
Author/ V.i.S.d.P. Kaisa Kosonen 

 

India 
 

Background briefing for the COP19 in Warsaw. 28.10.2013. 

 

India is the fourth largest energy consumer in the world. The country depends heavily on 

imported crude oil and increasingly on coal imports too. India’s primary energy consumption 

has more than doubled between 1990 and 2011.1 

 

With 5.4% of global emissions, India is world’s 4th largest emitter, after China (22%), the US 

(13%) and the EU27 (10%). Of cumulative 1990-2010 emissions, India’s share is 4%. However, 

India’s emissions per capita are very low – only a fraction compared to those of other 

major emitters. At the same time India is among those most at risk because of climate 

change2. 

 

Coal is India's primary source of energy and the state retains a near-monopoly on the coal 

sector. In a country of 1.2 billion people, about 300-400 million still lack access to electricity, 

and a major part of population suffers from chronic power cuts. 

 

Solid biomass & waste account for 23% of India’s primary energy, while the share of modern 

renewable energy is still small. On state level some are well ahead. The state of Tamil Nadu 

(with population of 72 million) leads in wind power. For three months in 2012, wind 

produced almost 35% of its electricity3.  

 

The competitiveness of solar and wind energy has improved fast. According to HSBC, 

wind is now cost competitive with new coal in India while solar will likely reach parity over 

2016-184. India now aims to set up the world’s largest solar project (4GW) in its state of 

Rajasthan, to set a trend for large-scale solar power development and to lower costs. The 
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project's capacity is about three times India's total solar power capacity and comparable with 

coal-fired ultra mega power projects of Tata Power and Reliance Power in nominal capacity.5 

 

At the same time, India's coal industry is choking under inefficiency, corruption and 

environmental concerns. Coal mining expansion threatens communities, wildlife and forests 

while coal power plants compete with agriculture for surface water in water scarce regions – 

both generating growing local opposition against coal. India has plans to build a coal fleet 

nearly twice the size of the entire US coal fleet, but much of this is unlikely to materialise – 

simply because securing coal supply will be a major bottleneck6. The stock price of Coal 

India (a state-owned company and the world's largest coal producer) has nosedived and the 

company poses serious financial risks to any investor7. Fortunately India has huge potential 

for sustainable renewable energy, which can help India meet its electricity needs without the 

ill-effects of coal consumption.8 

 

In the UN climate negotiations, India opposes binding commitments to developing 

countries, wanting to see rich countries first delivering on their promises to cut emissions 

and provide funding and technology support for poor countries. 

 

India has pledged to reduce the emission intensity of its GDP by 20-25% by 2020 compared 

to the 2005 level, excluding agriculture emissions. Climate Action Tracker considers the effort 

“medium”, noting that data underlying the figures is not available. India’s National Action 

Plan on Climate 

Change, released in June 2008, contains eight national missions running through 2017. It 

provides several measures but only a few of them are quantified in terms of resulting 

emission reductions. All States have also been asked to prepare state level action plans in 

line with the national plan.  

 

In domestic policy, India’s priority is in providing energy for its fast growing economy. 

 

For more information, contact: manish.ram@greenpeace.org 
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