	[image: image1.png]



	Stichting Greenpeace Council

Keizersgracht 176

1016 DW Amsterdam

The Netherlands

Telephone (31 ) 20 - 523 6222

Fax (31) 20 - 523 6200

K.v.K.Reg: 41200415




GREENPEACE POSITION ON PROTECTED AREAS

Greenpeace mission

Greenpeace campaigns to protect the world's biological diversity, particularly forest and ocean ecosystems. We  campaign to ensure that its use is ecologically and socially responsible  and includes the establishment of   networks of protected areas around the world. 

Protected areas are dedicated to the conservation* of biological diversity, natural and associated cultural resources and the well-being of communities dependent on them for their livelihood. These areas should be established and managed respecting traditional rights, particularly those of indigenous peoples, and are protected from large (industrial) scale and other  activities that have the potential to be destructive to the ecosystem.

Situation and gaps

Protected areas are the backbone of conservation of life forms on Earth that are currently facing an unprecendented rate of extinction from human activities. They are also the foundation of sustainable development providing clean water, stable soils, an important basis for food and medicine, materials and provide other essential goods and services. They provide a buffer against the increasing detrimental effects of climate change. Protected areas therefore have enormous global economic value that dwarfs the costs to establish and maintain them.

Total protected areas have increased nominally over the years. However existing protected areas by no means represent nature´s wealth and diversity. They are too few and often too small and isolated to effectively conserve the diversity of life forms and associated ecological processes. Moreover most protected areas fail to effectively protect biodiversity, because they are often not effectively managed or  poorly financed.

Key steps

Protected areas must be adequately staffed and financed (involving national and international funding) to enforce their protection, effective management and monitoring.

Activities that are likely to threaten the conservation goals of protected areas (such as industrial scale activities) must not be allowed.

Protected areas need to be expanded in size and number as well as better connected through ecological corridors or other means to form representative networks. This must be based on thorough analyses of above gaps and involving local communities and in particular indigenous communities in decision making. 

There should be an expansion of protected areas, in particular:

- strict protected areas (or core zones of protected areas) managed for biodiversity conservation (IUCN categories I and II) 

- protected areas managed for both biodiversity conservation and small scale low impact use by local communities and particularly indigenous communities dependent on the area (mainly IUCN category VI).

Remaining intact land and ocean ecosystems, which have so far not suffered from major degradation, as well as biodiversity hotspots and other areas with a high conservation value must be given priority in establishment of new protected areas.  They must be geographically identified and placed under moratoria on large (industrial) scale and other activities that have the potential to be destructive to the ecosystem until protected areas have been established as a first step in sustainable regional development and planning. This is a precautionary measure to ensure potential protected area sites are not unnecessarily being destroyed by uncontrolled large-scale exploitation activities.  Where necessary and appropriate, costs incurred by the moratoria must be compensated by involving national and international funding.

* conservation includes the restoration of degraded ecosystems
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