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Hi all,  
Welcome to the autumn update of Solar 
Generations activities world wide. Many 
activities happened, internationally and 
nationally, and we had some victories to 
celebrate as well!  
 
Furthermore, we launched our new website, 
check it out at www.solargeneration.org. We are 
still polishing the site! 
 
If you have any questions, or suggestions, 
please get in touch! 
 
Agnes de Rooij 
Agnes.de.rooij@int.greenpeace.org 
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Joining a Demo in Nairobi and meeting the president of the 

Conference! 

 “Your mission, should you decide to accept it, is to save 
the climate, as always, should any of you fail, our future 
will self-destruct in few decades”  
 
This was the message of the Solar Generation to the delegates of the CopMop3, the UNFCCC 
climate conference held in Nairobi from the 6th to the 17th of November 2006.   
 
The Solar Generation was present in Nairobi, with 10 students from all over the world, and 
among their achievements were the following:  

• Successful participation and support from SG for the African Youth Summit, prior to the 
Cop Mop, which resulted in the first ever African Youth Initiative on Climate Change 
(www.ayicc.org). At this summit, 90 young people from 13 different countries (9 African) 
joined forces to combat climate change. 

• First steps were taken to launch SG-pilot projects in Africa   
• SG was engaged in several well attended activities to engage the delegates (such as our 

popular Mission Possible photo activity, a demo and the ministers activity, signed by 22 
countries)  

 

 

 

• Launch of African hotspot video, with the minister of Environment from Uganda as a 
special guest speaker. See: http://www.archive.org/details/SolarGenVideo 

• Together with the other youth present, SG have made significant progress in raising the 
voice of the youth in the international climate debate: 

o Youth reps met with Ivo de Boer (Secretary of the UNFCCC), Kivutha Kibwana 
(president of the COP and Minister of Environment of Kenya) and many other 
ministers and delegates. In these meetings, they were able to deliver the message 
of the youth (the African youth declaration) and created awareness for the youth 
constituency proposal (in which the youth demand to be fully recognized as 
stakeholders in the climate negotiations).  

o The Environment and Forestry Minister of Togo acknowledged the contribution of 
Youth in his speech to the high-level segment. 

o 3 youth reps (from Sri Lanka, Canada and Kenya) delivered a speech to plenary  

• The youth organised 2 official side events, as well as making a presentation at the 
Climate Kiosk, the latter of which can be viewed here: 
http://unfccc.int/meetings/cop_12/climate_talk_series/items/3803.php 

Read the blogs on all activities in English, French and German 
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Highlights in Nairobi  

African Youth Initiative 

On the 16th of November 2006, the African Youth 
Initiative on Climate Change has been officially 
launched. One hundred young people, from all over 
the world, but mainly from African countries, spent 
3 whole days to prepare this. We were organized in 
several working groups, each of them dealing with a 
different topic: the structure of the network, the 
official declaration, the launch, and more. 

 

Participants at the Youth Summit  

We felt the excitement in their voices during the 
presentation, they were so proud of how they 
achieved it! A whole continent is being mobilized by 
its young population. They are numerous, they are 
motivated and they have supporters. They feel 
directly concerned by the issue, they already set up 
projects in their countries and they want to unite 
their strength. They are fed up of waiting for their 
governments involvement, they want to set the 
example of a common and concrete union. They are 
not about to stop here, this the just the first step! 

It didn't even begin and this huge thing is 
happening.  
 
The COY2 and AYICC projects propose to build on 
the successes of the youth engagement at the 
previous climate conferences and take advantage of 
the fact that this year's conference is the first to be 
held in the heart of Africa by seeking to develop the 
African youth capacity. 

 

 

 

Solar Generation Side event 

On the 16th of November 2006, youth from around 
the world presented a documentary at the United 
Nations Climate Change Conference that highlights 
the devastating impacts of climate change already 
taking hold in Africa. 

The documentary was launched at an official side 
event at the conference. On the panel we had 
students both from Africa and Europe explaining 
what Solar Generation is about, along with the 
Ugandan minister of Environment and the Head of 
the Togolese delegation giving comments on the 
video. In the room (which was full) we had a lot of 
delegates, esp. from Africa, and from NGOs. After 
showing the video, African youth presented a short 
clip made from testimonies at the Youth Conference 
and the new born AYICC: the first ever youth 
network on climate change in Africa: its vision and 
goals and the way it will connect African youth to 
the already existing international networks such as 
SG and the US and Canadian networks. The side 
event finished with a long speech from the Ugandan 
minister promising to carry our message to the 
COPMOP president, and encouraging Greenpeace to 
invest in Youth projects in Africa.  

 
Climate Change at Lake Nakuru 

Interested in the video? You can watch (and rate) 
the video here 

 

 



 

 

Pilipinas, Go Renewable! "Bike for Clean Energy" 

There really is something rousing with the sight of sizeable crowd of people in neon shirts and in 
bicycles which resembles that of historic marches that have sparked revolutions throughout 
history.  

The same could be said with the 'renewable energy 
revolution' as a mass of people congregated last 
November 26, at the University of the Philippines, 
Diliman for Greenpeace's: Pilipinas, Go Renewable! 
Bike, Run, and Walk for Clean Energy, organized in 
partnership with the Firefly Brigade and Solar 
Generation Pilipinas where at least more than 300 
runners and more than 100 bikers participated in 
the activity which is a part of a series of events 
carried out by the organization to prop up massive 
support for clean and renewable energy in order to tackle climate change and for the Philippine 
Congress to pass a strong renewable energy bill.     
 

The Pilipinas Go Renewable! Bike, Run, and Walk for Clean Energy is 
an approach that would illustrate how for every kilometre we bike, 
walk or run, each of us reduces our carbon footprint by 2.002 
pounds. Thus showing that the less carbon dioxide we release in the 
atmosphere the greater is our share in addressing climate change.  A 
simultaneous event called: Pilipinas, Go Renewable! "Bike for Clean 
Energy" was also organized by the Negros chapter of Solar 
Generation Pilipinas whereupon more than 12- bikers are pedaled 
their way towards renewable energy in bike for clean energy. Mayor 
Gamboa of Sarabia, Negros Occidental was also there to support the 
event. 

H.G. Wells once said: "When I see an adult on a bicycle, I do not 
despair for the future of the human race."     

Dutch Solar Generation students sponsor Solar Project on Apo Island  

Apo Island, home to one of the world’s best community-managed marine 
reserves, goes renewable with the installation of a solar power module in 
the barangay’s elementary school library. 

The solar panels were installed by Greenpeace and SolarGeneration 
Pilipinas as part of their campaign to highlight the urgent need for 
solutions to climate change by moving away from fossil fuels and 
switching to clean energy sources like solar power. The project was paid 
for by the Dutch Solar Generation peers, who raised money for the 
project by organising a sponsor walk!  

“The installation of these solar modules is a step toward our dream to 
harness our island’s full renewable energy potential. We would like to thank Greenpeace and 



SolarGeneration for their help with this initiative,” said Apo Island Baragay Captain Mario 
Pascobello. 

 

Update from Netherlands, China and Germany 

Eine unbequeme Wahrheit 

Youth from Solar Generation in Germany met on 
November 27th 2006 with the Minister of 
Environment Gabriel to watch Al Gore's movie, the 
Inconvenient Truth. After watching the movie, they 
had a discussion with Sigmar Gabriel and Climate 
scientist Mojib Latif. 
  
Among other questions, Solar Generation asked the 
minister, why he is still planning to build lignite 
power plants, when he is also keen on combating 
climate change. His answer was that we would need 
to use lignite to cover a transition period. However 
researches from Greenpeace contradict this. On the 
question from Solar Generation, what concrete 
measures Germany will take to achieve its mission 
to reduce CO2 emissions by 40% by 2020, the 
minister's answer was a bit blurry. On the one hand 
he mentioned measures that are already in place, 
such as the Renewable Energy Law, on the other 
hand he referred to the EU discussions, such as a 
carbon tax on flights, which could be invested in 
development aid.  
 
As you can see, Solar Generation gave Mr Gabriel a 
hard time, to make sure he will do his utmost best 
for a better protection of the climate for the future!  

 
Greenpeace Netherlands has decided to stop 
working on Solar Generation. L  As many 
universities are doing reasonably well on energy 
efficiency and renewable energy, the Green Campus 
project has not taken off in the Netherlands. 
Already ongoing projects will be kept supported by 
Greenpeace International 
 

Donation for Solar Generation China - 
by Bai and Marcia 

 
Bai and Ms Assmann  

Solar Generation China received a very generous 
donation from Ms Ellen Assman from the 
Netherlands. The son of Ms Assman died last year 
and left behind some money he wanted to donate 
to Solar Generation, because he too, was concerned 
with climate change. On Ms. Asman's birthday she 
asked her friends and family to contribute to that 
donation and so it came to an amount of 2000 
euro! When Bai, our colleague in the Chinese office, 
came to the Netherlands, she visited Ms Assman to 
thank her on behalf of the students. 

Witness trip  
Solar Generation China used this money to go on a 
witness trip to coal province –Shanxi, which they 
did in September 2006. They approached the coal 
mill, did interviews with locals and coal miners and 
beared witness on the polluted environment. They 
also set a solar panel to charge lantern lighting at 
PingYao’s Youth hostel, showing many tourists the 
possibility of using solar energy. They are also 
planning to make a witness video and have a film 
tour around campuses to tell students a truth of 
pollution caused by coal and other fossil fuels. 
 
Small Grants project 
Solar Generation China has just started a new small 
grants project for students. In these projects 
students will create more awareness for climate 
change in China and will promote solutions such as 
renewable energy and energy efficiency. 
Greenpeace in China is not allowed to fundraise in 
their own country, so you can imagine they are very 
happy with the donation of Ms Assman.  
 
The video of the witness trip will be uploaded on 
site soon.  Check out the new draft website: 



 

http://www.greenpeace.org/china/zh/sg/ 

 
 

http://www.greenpeace.org/china/zh/sg/


 

Highlights in Thailand and India – by Fa and Salil 

Creating Awareness in Thailand 

On Oct 31st, Solar Generation Thailand and 
Greenpeace staff took 10,000 postcards to the 
deputy of Energy Minister at Government House for 
10% renewable plan in 2010. 
 
On Nov 29th and 30th Solar Generation at 
Rajchavinit Bangkraw School exhibited the 
Renewable energy and Clean technology booth in 
its school’s annual education festival. The activities 
were Renewable games and Quiz Games regarding 
Climate Change for students, who came to join us.   
       

 
 

On Dec. 1-4, 2006, Solar Generation, in cooperation 
with the provincial environment centre held a 
Windmill workshop in Nakornsrithammarat province 
for the Renewable energy project in their 
communities and school.        
Students from Solar Generation Thailand also joined 
Greenpeace South East Asia on Thai Environment 
Day in order to raise public awareness at the 
Maboonklong Center. 
 

 
 

At Dumrongratsongkrok School in Chiang Rai   
(North of Thailand) SG Thailand ran a Climate 
Change campaign  with  communities in Weng Pa 
Pao district, Chiang Rai province. They organised a 
cycling campaign,a seminar about climate impacts 
and solutions in their communities, photos of 
Climate Impacts and Quiz Games regarding Climate 
Change – and Renewables for participants and 
students 

Put music in Solar Generation! – Launch of the 
Climate Resistance Totem tour – Bangalore, India  
 
Music is at the forefront of all revolutions. And we 
have the musicians on our side."  
 
Solar Generation had never really done anything 
'big' in Bangalore. Of course, that all changed on 
the night of October 21st. Some serious planning, 
loads of coffee and several brilliant brainwaves were 
all thrown into the mix as Solar Generation got 
Bangalore to wake up to the concept of Youth 
Resistance and Power, through a rock concert held 
at the Press Club.  
The day began with a press conference at the same 
venue. The press conference was short and sweet, 
we gave the media the customary introduction to 
Solar Generation, proceeded by our views, hopes 
and aspirations for Solar Generation and its cause.  
 
The concert itself was kicked off by our very own 
Solar Generation band. No doubt, they did us very 
proud, and they certainly got the crowd in the mood 
for a great evening. The Schikados played next, 
followed by The Green Apple Affair. The concert 
was wrapped up by an electrifying performance by 
Synaps. Just so that the spirit of the concert was 
not lost, we screened short videos on environmental 
issues and resistance between the performances.  
Now that the concert has been held, it heralds a 
new wave of activity from Solar Generation. A 
brighter future is in our hands.  
 
- Evangeline Pereira 
 
The Solar Generation launched the Totem of 
Resistance against climate change on the 21st of 
October 2006. The hope of uniting the efforts of the 
global youth in their fight against climate change 
was the principal motive behind the launch. The 
Totem would first travel different cities of India and 
then other Solar Generation countries in due course 
of the year to finally end up in Bali at next year’s 
CopMop3. The actual tour begins January 2007.  
  
In an effort to make the movement as completely 
youth driven as possible, several volunteers and 
members worked on the totem pole itself, right 
from the start. Students of Chitrakala Parishad 
Acadmy (Fine Arts Academy), Bangalore built it to 
perfection!  

 We are hopeful that our message will be carried on 
by the totem in the following year giving it the 
rightful purpose.  



Update from Switzerland, including a double award-winning solar 

system in Barberèche! – by Retze 

During the summer we organized three international camps 
 
- Energy Week in Cudrefin in the French part of Switzerland: 
We cooked with the Mobile Solar kitchen, constructed a small 
collector-system on the Lakeside, added a few kWs onto our 
existing solar plant on the roof of the Community-Center and 
worked on a series of Energy-Bikes. We are planning to make 
this village run completely on renewable energy. During this 
week we - as European SG-Coordinators - also had the 
chance to swap news and make plans for the future. 
- We also the yearly Mobility Week in Cudrefin and in Bergün 
we constructed and installed 32 square meters absorbers (to heat water) and cooked with the 
Mobile Solar kitchen, slept in the hay, invited the press and inaugurated the Solar plant together 
with the villagers. 
 

Time is Running Out  

 
Last September the Ministers of Environment of ca. 40 countries met in 
Zürich for the preparation of the COPMOP in Nairobi. The YouthSolarProject 
as part of Solar Generation was there too, from the beginning till the end. 
The 35 activists presented a large clock with the "Eye of the Hurricane" 
painted on it and the words "Time is running out". They were succeeded in 

talking with dozens of Ministers and heads of Delegation and gave them a Swiss Watch with the 
same Logo and Words on it; on this occasion Kenya’s Environmental Minister asked, if he could 
get one of our T-shirts. And so Swiss Youth delegate Annina had the chance to make an official 
"Gift-Occasion" out of it in Nairobi 
 

The 1st "NatureTalentFestival" 
 
In Sept. the YouthSolarProject organized - together with an Eco-Center 
and several youth groups - an ecological Festival, where young people 
could present their ideas (cultural, social, musical and innovative); also it 
wanted to be a platform for newcomerbands. The festival was held in a 
region, where "not much is happening" (according to the youngsters); it 
was as ecologically as possible. The response was very good, and plans 
are made for a 2nd festival next summer. 
 

Solar-Innovation in Wiesendangen, Switzerland 

 
Students, age 12 to 15, have installed together with the YouthSolarProject (YSP) and project 
partners a new solar system on the roof of their school-gym. The solar system called „BIOSOL 
XXL“ is a novel in Switzerland: the amorphous silicon cells with triple junction technology have a 
low degree of efficiency compared to crystalline cells, but they allow a very good solar yield 
when the sky is clouded. The solar-system measures 82 m2 with a peak capacity of 5.4 kW and 
costs 55’000 CHF. Rain and clouded sky was unfortunately the weather of the day, but the kids 
did not loose their motivation! 

 



YSP helped to install a double award-winning solar system in Barberèche 
Together with the YouthSolarProject and more than 20 scholars the actually biggest private solar 
system in Switzerland became reality! More than 930 solar panels with a total surface of 1000 m2 

and a peak capacity of 110kW had to be unpacked, furnished with rubber gaskets and then 
carried on the roof. The installed panels, system “solrif”, are energy-producer and the outer skin 
of the roof (instead of tiles) in one time. That allows to save costs and looks better than on-roof 
solar systems. The owners of the solar system, a farmer and his family, won the Swiss and the 
European solar price (award) 2006 - we are proud of our contribution to such an award-winning 
project! More info here.  
 

Update from France: Another University Victory! – By Clem 

September 29th to October 4th: Second student skillshare 
 
From September 29th till October the 4th we ran our 2nd 
Solar Generation national skillshare in the South of France. 
About 40 students, from 10 pilot and 9 co-pilot campuses, 
came over to the Chateau de Blacons during these 5 days, 
together with Laetitia, Agnes and Clementine. We also had 
the chance to meet Margaret, a Kenyan student, who took 
part in the skillshare… We’ll meet her again in Nairobi! 
The main objectives were to reinforce and enlarge the Green 
Campus network, to get to know each other and each 

project better (above all the co-pilot campuses, as they are just integrating the project now), to 
help the students in their projects on the campuses, and to prepare the activities for 2007.  
 
We had a quite intensive and hard work: presentations of all the projects, methodology training 
for the new co-pilot campuses  (What’s a campaign? How to campaign? What tools? SMART and 
KISS...), concrete workshops (How to strengthen the network? Media and communication 
training, game role with a local politician, fundraising…), for sure a lot of talks and chats… and 
we also had some fun! 
The students (and we also!) left the skillshare exhausted but really satisfied and full of energy. 
They had a great time together, they learnt a lot, and now they feel part of a big movement: 
Solar Generation, so many students working together on the same goals nationally, and even 
internationally!  
This 2nd skillshare confirmed that it is so important, for us and for the students, to meet in 
person more often, and that we need to have some more skillshares during the year! 
 
November 4th : Global Day of Action 

 
At the skillshare, we decided with the student to take part in the 
Global Day of Action, with a “photo pledge” on the campuses. The 
Solar Gen members asked during 2 or 3 days the students on their 
campuses to make pictures of themselves holding (homemade!) 
bubbles with a message they could choose. They had a really great 
success, and made about 1000 pictures on 9 campuses! (you can see 
some of them attached, such as the Bush look-a-like: Al Gore 
convinced me!). It was also a good chance for them to explain their 
project and talk about Solar gen in a funny way.  
 
 
 



 
 
 
With the pictures collected we made a big poster (see last page), that 
we brought to the march in Paris on the 4th, with the message “Act for 
Climate!” (agissons pur le climat!). Two days before the march, one of 
our Solar Gen student took part in the press conference, and gave 
some interviews…We were quite visible at the march and Metro (a 
free newspaper, very well known) chose one of our pictures to show 
on their website. We also had the opportunity to give this poster to 
the French minister of Ecology during a meeting in Nairobi. 
 
 

21th November: Another victory for the Solar Generation student on University of Cergy-

Pontoise! 
 
On the 21th of November the student of Issue Environement organisation (a copilot campus 
organisation) on the University of Cergy Pontoise (near Paris) organized a “sustainable 
development day”, with conferences, exhibition stands, games... 
The key part of the day: they achieved to convince the president of the University to commit to 
reduce by 15% the energy consumption of the University by December 2007! 
The president officially signed the “Green Campus Charter” saying: University will allocate 
resources to achieve this target, help the students, communicate about the project, explore 
possibility to install renewable energy on the campus, and…it's just a beginning (the charter will 
be reviewed in June 2007)! 
This is a major success for the students and, of course, for the Solar Gen project in France! 
And it’s truly the result of the network, and skillsharing: the “Green Campus Charter” has been 
created and written for the students in Strasbourg and after that Versailles-Saint-Quentin, 
Marseille and now Cergy-Pontoise have signed it. The president of Cergy told the student that 
what definitely convinced him to sign was the president of Versailles Saint Quentin who called 
him to explain why she did it before! 
So… it’s definitely a collective victory also! 
 
Now more and more students are thinking and preparing the event to make their president sign 
the charter, both on the pilot campuses and on the copilot campuses.   
 
So far, after about a year campaigning, already 9 Universities committed to Energy saving 
targets (8) and/or to install Renewable Energy (4). 
 
 

December: Black Out Operation 
 
5 Campuses (Marseille ECM, Strasbourg, Centrale Paris, Grenoble, Angers) 
decided to run the Black Out Operation in December.  
The concept: during 24 hours, the students encourage all the stakeholders 
to avoid all the energy waste on the campus with very simple and 
completely free actions: turn off the lights, the computers, the printers… 
and compare the energy consumption with a “24 hours witness”. One 
week before they put up posters all over the buildings…. Creating a 
“teasing effect” (see poster attached à  it says: “ Picture of EGIM 
University during the night from April 12th to 13th) 
In Marseille, where they already did it in April, they could save 18% of the 

energy consumption of the university for 24 hrs! A big success! It helped the students convince 
their University to take real measures for energy saving on the campus. 



 
Now we are waiting for the results for these 5 campuses (on the 18th), I’ll let you know what 
happened…I hope they’ll have so good results than Marseille! 



Network news and campaign opportunities  

   People & Planet 
After Solar Generation’s international 
skillshare in France last October, Solar 
Generation is very happy to partner up 
with Student Led action organisation 
People & Planet in the UK, where we 
don’t have a specific Solar Generation 
campaign. People & Planet is the largest, 
student network in Britain campaigning to 
alleviate world poverty, defend human 
rights and protect the environment.  

There are People & Planet groups at over 
55 UK universities and colleges. They are 
run by students and are the core of the 
People & Planet network. They campaign 
and raise awareness about the global 
issues that matter to them by having 
speakers, debates, quizzes, colourful 
demonstrations, boycotts, club nights and 
more so get involved in your local group 
to learn about the issues, have fun and 
campaign for real change. There are also 
roughly 75 People & Planet groups in 
sixth forms (equivalent to high school) 
and further education colleges. On 
Climate Change sixth formers are raising 
awareness about the threat of climate 
change and collecting ‘pledges’ in their 
schools and colleges whereby people 
promise to make lifestyle changes that 
will cut their carbon emissions.  

Solar Generation and People & Planet will 
work together to their joint efforts on 
student campaigning for renewable 
energy and energy efficiency, in the UK 
and beyond. For more information have a 
look at their excellent web site (with a lot 
of useful guides!): 
www.peopleandplanet.org 

Campus Climate Challenge 
Google has chosen The Campus Climate Challenge as one of 8 
charities they are encouraging people to support this holiday 
season! They have also set up a matching donation program, 
so for every donation of $30 or more to the Challenge made 
during December Google will give an additional $10 donation.  
The Challenge is the largest coordinated youth response to 
global warming in Canada and the U.A., we're making great 
progress, already 296 campuses joined! 
 
ADB organises Student Essay competition 
The 40th Annual Meeting of ADB’s Board of Governors will 
take place in early May 2007 in Kyoto, Japan. ADB and ROAD, 
a network of Japanese university students, are organizing 
special activities leading up to the Annual Meeting to give 
young adults from the Asia-Pacific region a unique opportunity 
to air their views on sustainable development at this 
significant milestone in ADB’s history. 

The first activity was the Asia and Pacific Student Essay 
Competition. More than 600 university students from around 
the region submitted essays on one of three broad topics 
between 1 September and 30 November 2006. An 
independent jury of three development experts are now 
reviewing the essays to select 25 winners, who will be invited 
to Kyoto, Japan on 17-18 March 2007 to participate in the 
Asian and Pacific Youth Forum on Sustainable 
Development 

The Youth Forum will provide winning essayists with the 
opportunity to deliberate on issues such as economic growth, 
environmental conservation, human resource development, 
industry, and infrastructure. The Youth Forum will conclude 
with the adoption of a Youth Statement on Sustainable 
Development, which will be presented by ROAD 
representatives at the ADB Annual Meeting. The 25 essays will 
be assembled, published, and widely disseminated in order to 
amplify the voices of the region’s students.  

Solar Generation was heavily engaged in last year’s 39th 
Annual meeting and many of them have sent in essay 
applications 
(http://www.greenpeace.org/india/press/releases/solar-
generation)  
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