Government of Greenland
Imaneq 4, P.O. Box 1015
3900 Nuuk
Greenland

Attention: Prime Minister Kuupik Kleist

Dear Prime Minister,

We are writing to you today to express our serious concerns over the lack of transparency
regarding Cairn’s Arctic deepwater drilling operations in west Greenland. In particular we
are dismayed that Cairn’s oil spill response plan has not been made public.

According to the Arctic Council Oil and Gas Guidelines, which were adopted and endorsed
by the Ministers of the Arctic States, an oil spill response plan should meet a number of
detailed requirements, and "Operators should allow the opportunity for public review and
comment of the Plan".*

We understand that this has not yet happened in the case of Cairn Energy’s drilling
operations this summer. We therefore respectfully request that you ensure that this plan is
released and made available for public comment and scrutiny. We are concerned that
secrecy and non-compliance with circumpolar agreements on such a vital issue will create
a dangerous precedent. Drilling should not commence until the oil spill response plan is
disclosed and the public is given an opportunity to provide comments.

To be clear, the information that has been made public through Cairn’s Environmental
Impact Assessments? gives us serious cause for concern. For instance, Cairn has not
modeled a spill in ice-bound conditions, looking instead at the impact of a relatively limited
leak spilling a small amount of oil during the Arctic summer, when the sea is ice-free. Yet
even this modeling shows that spilled oil could reach the boundaries of Arctic sea ice and
significantly impact local wildlife. Cairn has even described how a blow-out would have
"major negative consequences” for the environment and economy of Greenland, and how
fisheries, in particular, would be severely hit. A spill could also seriously impact the
Canadian side of Baffin Bay.

Currently Greenland only has the capacity to deal with minor oil spills. For larger oil spills,
equipment would need to be shipped in from overseas, which could take weeks. Because
response and purification techniques are only effective in the Arctic before oil begins to
spread, the first phase of an oil spill clean-up is crucial.

Given these grave concerns, we strongly believe that Cairn's plans for dealing with any
potential disaster should be made public, in accordance with Arctic Council Guidelines and
normal industry practice, so that those that would be impacted by a spill are able to make
up their own mind as to whether their plans are adequate.

Yours sincerely,
Greenpeace

The Cascade Climate Network
GCAP-SA
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