
XTH PLACE

Political Speech (0/10)

NEC made no relevant political speech about clean energy or climate change in the past year.  

Political Policy (0/15)

NEC did not advocate for relevant policies that would increase renewable energy or combat climate change at the 
global or national level. 

NEC received no Repetition Bonus (0/10).

Negative Lobby Penalty (-5)

NEC is a member of Keidanren, an influential Japanese trade organisation that made a statement in December 2012 
to demand continuous investment in coal and nuclear, while it criticises carbon tax and feed-in tariff policies that would 
promote renewable energy. The organisation challenged the feed-in policy again in its March 2013 statement. NEC has 

not distinguished itself from Keidanren or that statement.

Energy & Emissions Targets (2/5)

NEC appears to have a year-over-year 1% reduction goal for greenhouse gases (GHGs), but it needs to set more 
transformative goals to guide its growth. NEC should set medium- and longer-term GHG reduction goals for its Scope 
1, 2 and 3 (travel) emissions as other industry leaders have done. NEC’s current goal to increase renewable energy by a 
factor of 10 by 2021 is not meaningful given that its current levels are minuscule.

Mitigation Strategies (3/10)

NEC again provides only basic information on its GHG mitigation strategies, lacking detail on how it quantifies the 
efficacy of various strategies.

Infrastructure Siting Policy (0/5)

NEC still does not have any policy or preferences to site its infrastructure near cleaner sources of energy.

Product Efficiency & Supply Chain Footprint (3/5)

NEC has shown considerable leadership in producing energy efficient products. However, NEC has not provided much 
information about how it seeks to measure and manage the embedded energy from its hardware’s supply chain. 

POLITICAL ADVOCACY -5/35 2 1st place

IT ENERGY IMPACT 8/25 16th place
NEC Corporation (NEC) remains poised to offer energy savings solutions in a number of areas identified by the 
SMARTer2020 report. Yet despite having an ambitious future energy savings goal for its solutions, most of the increase 
in energy in the past year was attributed to more efficient IT products, not from using IT solutions to reduce energy 
consumption in other areas. While NEC scored at the same level for its energy impact criteria as it did in last year’s 
Leaderboard, it loses ground as other companies have notched greater improvements. NEC’s ranking is also reduced 
due to a negative lobby penalty from its membership in Keidanren, which continues to use its influence to undermine 
government efforts to put Japan on a cleaner energy pathway.

Energy Savings Calculations (6/10)

NEC maintains the same score as it did in last year’s Leaderboard for its IT energy-saving solutions offerings, which 
range from building energy management tools, to smart grid and energy storage, to avoided emissions from web-
based conferencing tools. NEC needs to showcase more specific examples of its solutions, including pre- and post-
intervention data.

Public Metrics (4/10)

NEC points to a life cycle analysis methodology established by the Japanese Forum for eco-efficiency. But unlike 
solutions leaders Cisco, Ericsson, and Fujitsu, NEC does not provide detailed evidence of its application of these 
metrics.

Investment (1/10)

While NEC appears to have a growing portfolio of IT energy solutions, it is still unclear whether NEC has prioritised 
such investments in a way that will allow these solutions to reach scale.

Future Savings Goal (3/10)

NEC has stated a goal for the CO2 reduction contribution from its IT solutions to be 15 million tons in 2017, and 50 
million tons in 2030.
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INTEGRATED IT SOLUTIONS CAN DELIVER DRAMATIC 
ENERGY SAVINGS OF 30-40%

CONTINUED MEMBERSHIP IN KEIDANREN, wHICH 
UNDERMINES MEANINGFUL CLEAN ENERGY AND 
CLIMATE CHANGE POLICY INITIATIVES IN JAPAN

NEEDS TO ADOPT CLEAR LONG-TERM GHG REDUCTION 
TARGETS, AS wELL AS A MORE AMBITIOUS GOAL FOR 
RENEwABLE ENERGY

http://www.keidanren.or.jp/en/policy/2012/088.html

