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GUANGDONG CONTEXT

31 Socioeconomics Figure 3.1 Map of Guangdong Province

Guangdong Province is one of 31

administrative regions of mainland

China Provinces, Autonomous

Regions and Municipalities. As

shown in Figure 3.1, Guangdong

borders the south coast of China.

It covers some 180,000 km2, and

has a population of 83 million. By

way of comparison, Great Britain is

230,000 km? with a population of

approximately 59 million. Texas in

the US covers an area of 421,000

km? and has a population of

approximately 22 million. Germany

covers an area of 357,000 km? and

has a population of 82 million. Spain

covers 505,000 km?2 with a Figure 3.2 Regional population distribution
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Guangdong typifies the trend in
China of rapid economic growth
and increasing urbanisation. In
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borders. Itis now the province with
the highest GDP in China. its
nominal GDP for 2003 was 165
billion USD (equal to Hong Kong)
and it contributes approximately
12% of national economic output
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