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The Esperanza documenting the activity 

of the Turkish fishing fleet in June 2006.
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Table 2.2. Large scale longliners currently in the ICCAT Record of Fishing Vessels that have been reflagged. Elaborated from Lloyds databases
and direct observations.

ICCAT Registry Name according Flag according Current IMO Flag History Date of Comments
Number to the ICCAT to the ICCAT Name Number reflagging

Record Record
AT000JPN00002 CHOKO MARU 1 Japan FORESTER 8713263 Cambodia Dec 2006 Owned by Floreal Marine Co. Ltd.,

Belize October 2006 which owns the Floreal, the 
Japan Forester and the Florentina (see

below). Also owns the Nord and the
Taisei, both flagged to Cambodia.
The latter  was the Taisei Maru nº
18 until January 2002. East Shine
Shipping is the parent company.

AT000JPN00076 MIYAURA MARU 15 Japan LILU 8609826 Panama Sept 2007 Has just changed flag and name 
Rep. Korea May 2006 again, from being the Taelim Lily 
Japan flagged to Korea, to the Lilu,

flagged to Panama. Owners are
unknown at present.

AT000JPN00125 KAIKO MARU 2 Japan EXPLORER 8821357 Dominica January 2006 Belongs to International Fishing
Japan Group, owner of the Reefer Sapphire

(last seen Gibraltar - Portugal)

AT000JPN00127 KOEI MARU 2 Japan 8421274 Cambodia Dec 2005
Japan

AT000JPN00148 SHOEI MARU 23 Japan DENEBOLA 8706818 Panama August 2007 Changed name again on 14 August 
Belize Nov 2005 2007. Was previously named 
Japan Mirinae.

AT000JPN00258 TENYU MARU 38 Japan FLOREAL 8708000 Cambodia Jan 2006 Owned by  Loreal, which owns the 
Japan Floreal, the Forester  and the

Florentina (see below). Also owns
the Nord, and the Taisei both flagged
to Cambodia; the latter was the 
Taisei Maru nº 18 until January 2002.

AT000JPN00296 SHOEI MARU 52 Japan 8916011 Cambodia March 2006
Japan

AT000JPN00331 GYOKUHO MARU 6 Japan UGULAN 8804074 Russia March 2007 Owned by Fish-Marin Co., which 
Japan also owns the Suntar, which was

previously the Daikoku Maru Nº 8
and has been flagged to Russia
since January 2006.

AT000JPN00368 TENYU MARU 68 Japan FLORENTINA 8421107 Cambodia Jan 2006 See above under Floreal.Was in Den
Japan Helder (HOL) on 30 June 2006,

having already been reflagged.

AT000JPN00373 CHOKO MARU 7 Japan TALAN 9141194 Russia February 2007
Japan

AT000JPN00396 SHOTOKU MARU 075 Japan TAELIM 8708191 South Korea June 2007 Owned by Taelim Shipping Co.
JASMINE Tuvalu October 2006 Before it was named Sun Jazz and

flagged to Tuvalu.

AT000JPN00420 DAIKOKU MARU Nº 8 Japan SUNTAR 8810504 Russia Owned by Fish-Marin Co.
Japan

AT000JPN00373 SHINEI MARU 8 Japan AL ENTISAR 8904044 Libya Moved to the Panama register as 
St Kitts&Nevis Oasis 7, in August 2006, then to St 
Panama Kitts & Nevis in December 2006  
Japan and since April 2007 the flag has

been registered as unknown.
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REFLAGGING OF FISHING VESSELS NOT REPORTED TO THE ICCAT SECRETARIAT

Table 2.2. Large scale longliners currently in the ICCAT Record of Fishing Vessels that have been reflagged. Elaborated from Lloyds databases
and direct observations (continued).

ICCAT Registry Name according Flag according Current IMO Flag History Date of Comments
Number to the ICCAT to the ICCAT Name Number reflagging

Record Record
AT000JPN00396 HOYO MARU 21 Japan YARA ? Libya ? Not on Lloyds. A Japanese type 

Panama large scale longline fishing vessel  
Japan by the name of YARA and flagged

to Panama, formerly HOYO MARU
21 was seen at the Port of Vigo,
Spain on May 31st 2007. Observed
5 October 2007 in Valetta under a
Libyan flag.

AT000KOR00004 HONG JIN 55 Korea AJAX 7643162 Cambodia April 2005 Previous names include In Sung
No.55  and O Ryong No.55. Owned by
Oltrans Marine SA, owner of the Ajax,
the Alaid and the Koyo Maru.The
parent company of the three ships is
Rosmarin, with address in Tokyo.

AT000KOR00014 DAE SUNG 16 Korea NORD 1 8808654 Cambodia Sept 2006 Unknown owners at  present 
Korea Sept 2000 although it was own by  Ji Sung 
Honduras Shipping Co. that also owns the Ji

Sung No 5 (in the ICCAT
Register). Before it was own by
Inter-Burgo Co. Ltd also previous
owner of the Dae Sung 17.

AT000KOR00015 DAE SUNG 17 Korea DAKS 8808666 Panama April 2006 Registered in ICCAT as Dea Sung
17, we understand that's a spelling
mistake as the call sign confirms it is
the  vessel now called Daks and
flagged to Panama. Unknown owners
at present, although it used to be
owned by Inter-burgo Co.

AT000KOR00076 ORION 3 Korea AIDAR 8028802 Panama July 2004 Owned by Olves Co. LTD.

AT000KOR00079 CHANCE 303 Korea KOYO MARU 8518261 Cambodia April 2006 Previous names include In Sung
No.55  and O Ryong No.55. Owned by
Oltrans Marine SA, owner of the Ajax,
the Alaid and the Koyo Maru.The
parent company of the three ships is
Rosmarin, with address in Tokyo.

AT000KOR00160 O RYONG 78 Korea O RYONG 078 8031548 Panama March 2006 Owned by East Shine Shipping Co.
Ltd. , which is also the parent
company for the Floreal, the
Forester, the Florentinaand the
Taisei all flagged to Cambodia and
still under their original names in
the ICCAT Register.

AT000KOR00161 O RYONG 82 Korea AURIS 8007561 Panama August 2005 Owners unknown at present.

AT000KOR00017 DAE HYUN 205 Korea GREVILLE 7815600 Sierra Leone May 2007 Has been the Dae Hyun only since
2005, although it had been flying
the Korean flag since it was built.
Owners unknown at present.

AT000TAI00194 CHIN CHENG WEN Taiwan CHIN CHENG 7407520 Equatorial Guinea 2005 Gross Tonnage as in ICCAT, LOA 
WEN Unknown 2001 very similar. Owner matches with 

Belize 1997 Seaweb info, Chin Cheng Wen 
Fishery. Not on Lloyds.



Illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing is recognised as a
major problem in the ICCAT Convention Area37.The activities of
unregulated fishing vessels are a particular cause for concern. At
present, hundreds of fishing vessels operate on the high seas despite the
fact that they are not listed by any RFMO as licensed to fish. A 2005
study listed 1,267 large-scale fishing vessels that were identified as
being flagged to the 14 most significant open registries: ‘A detailed
analysis of the lists of authorised fishing vessels maintained by ICCAT,
IATTC, the South Pacific Forum Fisheries Agency, IOTC and
CCAMLR revealed that (assuming there was not duplication in the
lists) 188 of these vessels were authorised to fish for toothfish, tunas
and other highly migratory fish stocks in the Atlantic Ocean (including
the Mediterranean and Caribbean Seas), Indian Ocean, South Pacific,
Eastern Pacific and Southern Ocean’38.The study’s authors pose the
question of where the other 1,079 vessels are fishing.

3.1. PRESENCE OF UNREGISTERED LONGLINERS IN THE
ICCAT CONVENTION AREA

Table 3.1 lists 28 tuna fishing vessels that we have been able to
positively identify inside the ICCAT Convention area since January
2004 by means of official Maritime Traffic and Port data, and/or
through direct sightings backed with photographic evidence. It is

PIRATE BOOTY: How ICCAT is failing to curb IUU fishing 19

3. PRESENCE OF UNREGISTERED LONGLINERS 
IN THE ICCAT CONVENTION AREA

Definition of IUU fishing*

Illegal fishing refers to activities:

– conducted by national or foreign vessels in waters under the
jurisdiction of a State, without the permission of that State, or in
contravention of its laws and regulations;

– conducted by vessels flying the flag of States that are parties to
a relevant regional fisheries management organization but
operate in contravention of the conservation and management
measures adopted by that organization and by which the States
are bound, or relevant provisions of the applicable international
law; or

– in violation of national laws or international obligations,
including those undertaken by cooperating States to a relevant
regional fisheries management organization.

Unreported fishing refers to fishing activities:

– which have not been reported, or have been misreported, to the
relevant national authority, in contravention of national laws and
regulations; or

– undertaken in the area of competence of a relevant regional
fisheries management organization which have not been reported
or have been misreported, in contravention of the reporting
procedures of that organization.

Unregulated fishing refers to fishing activities:

– in the area of application of a relevant regional fisheries
management organization that are conducted by vessels without
nationality, or by those flying the flag of a State not party to
that organization, or by a fishing entity, in a manner that is not
consistent with or contravenes the conservation and
management measures of that organization; or 

– in areas or for fish stocks in relation to which there are no
applicable conservation or management measures and where
such fishing activities are conducted in a manner inconsistent
with State responsibilities for the conservation of living marine
resources under international law.

* As defined in the UN FAO International Plan of Action to
Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated
fishing. FAO, Rome 2001.

37 See box on page 7.
38 High Seas Task Force (2006). Closing the Net: Stopping illegal
fishing on the high seas. Governments of Australia, Canada, Chile,
Namibia, New Zealand, and the United Kingdom, WWF, IUCN and the
Earth Institute at Columbia University.

Formerly Korean flagged longliner Topaz, currently flagged to Jamaica, leaving the

port of Dakar on April 12 2007.The Topaz is not included in the ICCAT Record of

Fishing Vessels.

©
 C

ar
lo

s 
M

or
en

o 
 



20 PIRATE BOOTY: How ICCAT is failing to curb IUU fishing

3
PRESENCE OF UNREGISTERED LONGLINERS IN THE ICCAT CONVENTION AREA

Table 3.1. Large scale longliners not registered to ICCAT that have been observed in the ICCAT Convention Area from January 2004 to July 2007.

Name of Vessel ICCAT Reg. Flag IMO Ner. IRCS Date Time Description Port or Purpose Agent,
Nr. nearest Port Consignee or 

owner at Port
CHOKYU MARU 22 Not Registered Japan 14/09/2006 Arrival Las Palmas

14/09/2006 Departure Las Palmas

CHOKYU MARU 23 Not Registered Japan 8974611 JH3483 23/06/2006 23:14:00 Arrival Gibraltar

CHOKYU MARU 24 Not Registered Japan 23/06/2006 23:14:00 Departure Gibraltar
10/04/2006 Arrival Las Palmas
13/04/2006 Departure Las Palmas

CHOKYU MARU 25 Not Registered Japan 14/09/2005 Arrival Las Palmas
16/09/2005 Departure Las Palmas

CHOKYU MARU 26 Not Registered Japan 30/06/2005 Arrival Las Palmas

CHOKYU MARU 29 Not Registered Japan 29/11/2004 Arrival Panama Canal
29/11/2004 Departure Panama Canal

CHOKYU MARU 33 Not Registered Japan 22/07/2004 Arrival Egypt, Suez
22/07/2004 Departure Egypt, Suez

CHOKYU MARU 34 Not Registered Japan 17/07/2004 Arrival Malta, Valetta

CHOKYU MARU 36 Not Registered Japan 05/04/2004 Arrival Las Palmas
07/04/2004 Departure Las Palmas

FUKUTOKU MARU 78 Not Registered Japan 8708050 JKYA 17/07/2004 Arrival Malta, Valetta

FUKUYOSHI MARU 26 Not Registered Japan 8708165 7LOY 29/06/2004 08:00:00 Arrival Las Palmas Bunkers
29/06/2004 18:00:00 Departure Las Palmas Fishing Fransari, SA.

KINEI MARU 28 Not Registered Japan 8713249 JE2831 01/07/2005 16:28:00 Arrival Gibraltar Bunkers; Sorek
Unloading; Shipping
Crew change Limited

KINEI MARU 51 Not Registered Japan 8717013 8KGM 27/03/2005 Arrival Las Palmas Fransari, SA.
04/08/2005 08:01:00 Arrival Las Palmas Bunkers Fransari, SA.
10/08/2005 18:01:00 Departure Las Palmas Fishing Fransari, SA.
16/08/2005 Arrival Las Palmas Fransari, SA.
16/09/2005 Departure Las Palmas Fransari, SA.

KINPO MARU 58 Not Registered Japan 8603896 JFXB 31/05/2007 10:42:00 Arrival Walvis Bay

SHINSEI MARU 3 Not Registered Japan 8520094 JAAL 05/05/2005 Arrival Cape Town

SHOEI MARU 5 Not Registered Japan 8916097 JKKB 23/02/2004 Departure Las Palmas

SURIYOSHI MARU 75 Not Registered Japan 09/08/2006 15:37:00 Stopped Cape Town Repairs

TAIKO MARU 78 Not Registered Japan 8614900 JGQJ 27/01/2003 18:01:00 Departure Las Palmas Fishing Fransari, SA.
04/02/2004 08:01:00 Arrival Las Palmas Unloading Fransari, SA.

TOKUJU MARU 38 Not Registered Japan 9057927 JPUE 11/05/2004 Arrival Las Palmas
13/05/2004 Departure Las Palmas
27/06/2004 Arrival Las Palmas
23/08/2004 Departure Las Palmas
01/07/2005 Arrival Las Palmas
01/07/2005 Departure Las Palmas
24/06/2007 Arrival St. Vincent
25/06/2007 Departure St. Vincent

ZUIHO MARU 88 Not Registered Japan JMSA 07/11/2004 Departure St. John's
03/07/2005 Arrival St. John's
04/07/2005 Departure St. John's
20/09/2005 Departure St. John's
18/11/2005 Arrival Las Palmas Atlansea 

Consignatarios, SL.
23/11/2005 Departure Las Palmas Atlansea 

Consignatarios, SL.
17/06/2007 21:43:00 Arrival St. John's
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Table 3.1. Large scale longliners not registered to ICCAT that have been observed in the ICCAT Convention Area from January 2004 to July 2007.

Name of Vessel ICCAT Reg. Flag IMO Ner. IRCS Date Time Description Port or Purpose Agent,
Nr. nearest Port Consignee or 

owner at Port
ZUIHO MARU 88 Not Registered Japan JMSA 29/09/2004 08:01:00 Arrival Las Palmas Unloading Atlansea 

Consignatarios, SL.
26/01/2004 18:01:00 Departure Las Palmas Fishing Atlansea 

Consignatarios, SL.
18/11/2005 13:01:00 Arrival Las Palmas Unloading Atlansea 

Consignatarios, SL.
23/11/2005 20:01:00 Departure Las Palmas Fishing Atlansea 

Consignatarios, SL.
13/10/2006 04:01:00 Arrival Las Palmas Unloading Atlansea 

Consignatarios, SL.
15/11/2006 20:01:00 Departure Las Palmas Fishing Atlansea 

Consignatarios, SL.

CHIEN CHING 212 Not Registered Taiwan BYYP 04/11/04 10:01:00 Arrival Las Palmas Repairs Intertransport 
Canary 
Operations, SL.

30/11/04 20:01:00 Departure Las Palmas Fishing Intertransport 
Canary 
Operations, SL.

CHIN FU 1 Not Registered Taiwan BH2747 02/08/04 08:01:00 Arrival Las Palmas Repairs Canary Inter 
Tuna, SL.

31/08/04 20:01:00 Departure Las Palmas Fishing Canary Inter 
Tuna, SL.

SHIN SHUN FA 111 Not Registered Taiwan BH3053 10/04/04 08:01:00 Arrival Las Palmas Unloading Canary Inter 
Tuna, SL.

30/04/04 20:01:00 Departure Las Palmas Fishing Canary Inter 
Tuna, SL.

19/05/04 08:01:00 Arrival Las Palmas Unloading Canary Inter 
Tuna, SL.

26/05/04 22:01:00 Departure Las Palmas Fishing Canary Inter 
Tuna, SL.

23/04/05 08:01:00 Arrival Las Palmas Bunkers Canary Inter 
Tuna, SL.

30/04/05 22:01:00 Departure Las Palmas Fishing Canary Inter 
Tuna, SL.

FU YUAN YU 4 Not Registered China BZUQ7 30/09/04 08:01:00 Arrival Las Palmas Repairs Canary Inter 
Tuna, SL.

30/11/04 20:01:00 Departure Las Palmas Fishing Canary Inter 
Tuna, SL.

FU YUAN YU 6 Not Registered China BZUR2 13/03/05 08:01:00 Arrival Las Palmas Repairs Canary Inter 
Tuna, SL.

30/04/05 20:01:00 Departure Las Palmas Fishing Canary Inter 
Tuna, SL.

FU YUAN YU 9 Not Registered China BZUR5 03/07/04 07:01:00 Arrival Las Palmas Repairs Semimaritima, SL.
30/08/04 20:01:00 Departure Las Palmas Fishing Semimaritima, SL.

LIAO JIN LUN 107 Not Registered China BZZB5 03/07/04 07:01:00 Arrival Las Palmas Repairs Semimaritima, SL.
30/08/04 20:01:00 Departure Las Palmas Fishing Semimaritima, SL.

QING YUAN YU 5 Not Registered China BZZP5 09/05/05 12:01:00 Arrival Las Palmas Repairs Canary Inter Tuna,SL.
30/06/05 20:01:00 Departure Las Palmas Fishing Canary Inter Tuna,SL.

DAE SUNG 11 Not Registered Korea 12/4/2007 Departure Dakar

TOPAZ Not Registered Jamaica 12/4/2007 Departure Dakar

AL ENTISSAR Not Registered Libya 30/5/2007 Arrival Valletta

YARA Not Registered Libya 4/10/2007 Arrival Valletta



obviously a fraction of the number of unregistered tuna longliners
operating in the Atlantic and Mediterranean, as we have limited
monitoring capacity and sources of information about these vessels are
not always accurate or even available.

The table lists 20 Japanese, five Chinese, three Taiwanese, two Libyan,
one Korean and one Jamaican tuna fishing vessels. In some of the
cases, they are regular visitors of the Atlantic, such as the Japanese
Tokuhu Maru 38 and Zuhio Maru 88, or the Taiwanese Shin Shun Fa
111.The Zuhio Maru 88 has been detected 13 times since 2004, and
its declared purpose, as reflected in the movements database of the
Port of Las Palmas, has been either unloading or fishing.

The monitoring, control and surveillance capabilities of many ICCAT
Contracting Parties are far from acceptable. For instance, Chinese
monitoring of their fishing vessels’ activities can be considered very poor.
Only since October 1 2006 have all large scale Chinese tuna longliners
been required to carry Vessel Monitoring System (VMS) equipment39.

The continued presence of unregistered tuna longliners in ports in the
ICCAT Convention Area raises the question of how their flag states can
guarantee that they will not be involved in unreported and unregulated
fishing operations. In many cases these vessels declare their catches as
having been caught in a different ocean or region, where they are
entitled to fish. But increasingly, fishing vessels do not offload at port
and they spend most of their time at sea, only going to port for repairs,
bunkers or to exchange crew members.

3.2. PORT CONTROL IN THE ICCAT CONVENTION AREA
As noted above, hundreds of fishing vessels are probably fishing on the
high seas in a completely unregulated manner. A quick survey of large
scale longliners, flying the flag of well known open registries, that were
found in Spanish ports over the last 12 months, yielded the list of
vessels on Table 3.2.This is by no means an exhaustive list.

Greenpeace contacted the Spanish Fisheries Administration to request
information about the activities of these vessels.They responded that
they had information about just two of them, the Weddel and the
Bouzon, which unloaded fish declared as having been caught in the
Indian Ocean. Additionally, the Perseverance had been fined and left
port after paying that fine.The rest of the vessels were unknown to the
administration as they had not been granted the authorisation to offload
fish. If these vessels did not offload fish in Spanish ports, where did they
do so? What species were they fishing for?

The fact that fishing vessels are less and less dependent on port activities
also calls for new legal tools so that port states can act against these
unregulated fishing vessels. In cases such as the Perseverance in Vigo or
the Amor Inn in Las Palmas (see table 3.2), blacklisted by the
Convention for the Conservation of Marine Living Antarctic Resources,
the legal basis exists to deny them access into port. Since the
Perseverance paid its fine and left port, its whereabouts are unknown.
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39 Zhou Yingqi et al. Annual Report of the People’s Republic of China.
ICCAT Report for Biennial Period, 2006-07. Part I (2006) – Vol 3.

Table 3.2. Large scale longliners found in Spanish ports over the last
12 months flying the flag of well known open registries.

Name of Vessel Flag Port of Sighting Date
Furabolos Mauritius Vigo 26/10/06
Cruz del Sur Panama Vigo 18/01/07
Yara Panama Vigo 31/05/07
Badminton Togo Vigo 29/07/07
Perseverance Eq. Guinea Vigo 04/08/07
Nuevo Atún Vanuatu Vigo 09/08/07
Ecoatun Panama Vigo 30/08/07
Weddel Mauritius Vigo at port
Centauro I Panama Marín 16/05/07
Masai Togo Marín 11/06/07
Lolo Panama Marín 19/06/07
Bouzon Seychelles Marín 3-14/07/07
Amazonas Reefer Unknown Ribeira 2006
Antillas Reefer Unknown Ribeira 2006
Triton Unknown Ribeira 09/12/06
Enxembre St Kitts&Nevis Algeciras 14/05/07
Amor Inn Togo Las Palmas 03/2007

The Japanese flagged vessel Kinpo Maru

58 entered the port of Walvis Bay,

Namibia, on May 31 2007.The ship is not

registered with ICCAT.



are trading with tuna and tuna-like species are obliged to carry
independent on-board observers, it will be very difficult to prevent the
activities of unregulated fishing vessels on the high seas.

Port controls must be strengthened and new rules put in place to
effectively track the origin of landed fish. However, until the loophole of
at-sea transshipments is closed, and refrigerated cargo vessels which
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1.- Amor Inn. The large scale longliner Amor Inn, flagged to Togo, seen at Las Palmas, Spain, on March 11 2007.The vessel is blacklisted by the Commission for the Conservation of

Antarctic Marine Living Resources. 2.- Badminton. The large scale longliner Badminton, flagged to Togo, seen at Vigo, Spain, on July 29 2007. 3.- Bouzon. Seychelles flagged large scale

longliner Bouzon seen in Marin, Spain, on July 3 2007. 4.- Centauro I. Panama flagged large scale longliner Centauro I seen in Marin, Spain, on May 16 2007. 5.- Enxembre. Panama

flagged large scale longliner Enxembre seen in Algeciras, Spain, on May 14 2007. 6. and 7.- Gloria Brasil. Namibia flagged large scale longliner Gloria Brasil seen in Vigo, Spain, on July 1

2007. 8.- Lolo. Panama flagged large scale longliner Lolo seen in Marin, Spain, on June 19 2007. 9.- Masai. The large scale longliner Masai, flagged to Togo, seen at Marin, Spain, on June

11 2007. 10.- Nuevo Atun. The large scale longliner Nuevo Atun, flagged to Vanuatu, seen at Vigo, Spain, on August 9 2007. 11. and 12.- Perseverance. Equatorial Guinea flagged large

scale longliner Perseverance, seen in Vigo, Spain, on August 4 2007. According to the Spanish authorities the ship, blacklisted by the Commission for the Conservation of Antarctic Marine

Living Resources, was fined. Since it paid its fine and left port its whereabouts are unknown. 13.- Tolirova. The large scale longliner Tolirova, flagged to Panama, seen at Vigo, Spain, on

October 10 2007. 14.- Triton. The large scale longliner Triton, seen at the Port of Ribeira, Spain, on December 9 2006.The flag is unknown to Greenpeace. 15.- The Yara, ex-Hoyo Maru
21. Formerly Japanese flagged tuna longliner Hoyo Maru 21, seen in the Port of Vigo, Spain, last May 31 2007 under the name of Yara, flagged to Panama. 16.- Rio Congo. Sao Tome e

Principe flagged large scale longliner Rio Congo, seen in Marín, Spain, on June 11 2007. All pictures courtesy of ATRT, SL, except number 14, ©J.B. Muñiz.
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Although the level of IUU fishing is believed to be high in many ICCAT-
managed fisheries—bigeye and bluefin tuna being the best-documented
examples—its full extent is difficult to measure.The very nature of IUU
fishing, after all, is that it is not recorded anywhere.

Obtaining indisputable evidence of IUU fishing can be extremely
difficult, as very little control exists over fishing activities on the high
seas. IUU activities generally take place far from public scrutiny and
the surveillance capacity of states on the high seas is very limited.
Greenpeace, however, has been able to obtain such evidence thanks to
the documentation work conducted by our ships40.

Comparing recorded catches for a given country with reported imports
from that flag state by a third country has, however, been an extremely
fruitful means of quantifying IUU catches, as trade is more easily
traceable than fishing activities.

4.1.TAIWAN FISHING ILLEGALLY WHILE BEING SUBJECT TO
SANCTIONS?

The activities of Taiwanese tuna fishing vessels in the ICCAT Convention
Area have been a major issue of concern in the last few years, particularly
in the bigeye tuna fishery41. ICCAT Recommendation [04-01] on a
Multiyear Conservation and Management Program for Bigeye Tuna,
approved in 2004, established a limit of 98 Taiwanese vessels allowed to
fish 16,500 t of bigeye tuna each year from 2005 to 2008. Taiwan had
exceeded its 2003 bigeye quota by 8,000 t42. Taiwan reported bigeye tuna
catches of 21,908 t that year, and, 17,566 t in 2004.

At their 2005 annual meeting, ICCAT Contracting Parties agreed that
Taiwan had taken “insufficient action to rectify the situation” and
continued “to operate in a manner that diminishes the effectiveness of
ICCAT conservation and management measures.” 43 As a result, they
adopted Recommendation [05-02] Regarding the Control of Chinese

Taipei’s Atlantic Bigeye Tuna Fishery. In response to widespread illegal
fishing activities by Taiwanese fishing vessels, this recommendation
slashed Taiwan’s bigeye quota from 14,900 t to 4,600 t in 2006 and
approved a number of control measures. Furthermore, ICCAT
threatened Taiwan with trade sanctions if it did not demonstrate
compliance with these conditions44.

In order to comply with the above requirements and adjust the size of
its fleet to available fishing opportunities, in 2005 and 2006 Taiwan
allocated more than US$ 220 million towards the implementation of
Recommendation [05-02], with the launch of a vessel reduction
programme to buy back and scrap 160 vessels in two years45.

Taiwanese catch and trade data in 2006
Recommendation [05-02] established a maximum bigeye catch limit of
4,600 t for Taiwan in 2006.This quota was divided between 15 vessels
which were allowed to conduct a direct fishery targeting bigeye tuna
and could catch up to 3,300 t46; and 60 vessels targeting albacore,
which were allowed to retain on board a bigeye by-catch ‘up to a
maximum annual catch of 1,300 t of bigeye’. All bigeye fishing by
Taiwanese vessels in the ICCAT Convention Area is restricted to these
75 vessels under the conditions established by this recommendation.

In compliance with Recommendation [05-02],Taiwan submits quarterly
reports to the ICCAT Secretariat, detailing catch data for the 15 vessels
directly targeting bigeye47. Total reported catches by these 15 vessels in
2006 (summarised in table 4.1) amounted to 4,858 t of fish, of which
2,519 t was bigeye tuna48. Combined with the maximum permissible
bigeye bycatch of 1,300 t., this suggests the total amount of bigeye tuna
caught by Taiwan in 2006 should be in the order of 3,800 t.
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4. FIGURES DO NOT MATCH:
MISREPORTING OF CATCHES TO ICCAT

40 See some examples in section 7.
41 A paper presented by the Fisheries Agency of Japan estimated that
‘15,000-19,000 metric tons of Atlantic bigeye tuna were imported to
Japan in 2003 under the name of Indian ocean products’. See ICCAT
SCRS/2004/185.
42 Paragraph 5 of ICCAT Recommendation [04-01].
43 The preamble to ICCAT Recommendation [05-02], accuses Taiwan of
“inter alia, the continuation of excessive catch and laundering
activities in bigeye fisheries, failing to control effectively the large
scale longline vessels registered to Chinese Taipei and continuous
involvement of Chinese Taipei vessels in illegal, unreported and
unregulated fishing”.

44 Paragraph 3 of Recommendation [05-02].
45 A full report of this program and its implementation can be found in
ICCAT Circular #1879/06.
46 The Recommendation also establishes a number of monitoring and
enforcement measures for the 15 vessels targeting bigeye tuna,
including prohibition of transshipments at sea, offloading at only two
designated ports (Cape Town and Las Palmas), daily catch reports to
the Taiwanese government, obligations for the Taiwanese Government to
submit quarterly catch reports to ICCAT, and 100% observer coverage,
amongst others.
48 ICCAT Circular #1000/06, ICCAT Circular #839/06 , ICCAT
Circular #1282/06, ICCAT Circular 1879/06 and ICCAT Circular
#0105/07.
48 This also means that these vessels have not been able to fish the
3,300 t of bigeye tuna allocated to this fleet.


