FLOATING NUCLEAR POWER PLANTS IN SOUTH EAST ASIA:

ANOTHER RECKLESS SCHEME OF ROSATOM 

Southeast Asia is the leader in fighting terrorism. 

New attacks are inevitable. 

(From the Australian report at the conference to fight 

terrorism on transport of countries – members of 

Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), 

Manila, March 2004.)

Introduction 

At present the Russian Federal Atomic Energy Agency (Rosatom) is implementing the project on construction of floating nuclear power plants (FNPPs) in order to sell them on conditions of leasing (without their further transfer to a new owner) to Southeast Asian countries (SEA countries). The appropriate license was issued by the Russian Federal Service for Nuclear and Radiation Safety (Gosatomnadzor) in December 2004. Thailand and Indonesia has demonstrated their interest in FNPPs; negotiations about financing the project are hold with China. In October 2003 Rosatom signed an appropriate Protocol of Cooperation with South Korea. 

As it is known, enriched weapon uranium is used for FNPPs (40% of uranium-235) and, according to the project, 960 kilograms of uranium will be stored at a plant. Exploitation of FNPPs in SEA countries without intensified security measures (the project does not provide for the armed escort of Russian navy for the whole term of their exploitation) creates a serious threat of terrorism and piracy on the high seas.

This note provides information that enables to evaluate this risk. 

1. History of terrorism

The centre of terrorism was initially the Middle East. One of the first famous terrorist groups “Moslem Brothers” started their operations after the war in Palestine in late 1940s.

In 1970s in Egypt new extremists groups started to appear, who chose terror as their principal method. For one decade (1970-1980) in Egypt tens of terrorist acts were committed, including bomb explosions in night clubs, attacks of Christians, police stations resulting in unjustified victims. Similar processes took place throughout almost all Moslem world. 

In 1980-s the war in Afghanistan against Soviet troops, during which about 10 thousand militants from Pakistan, Egypt, Saudi Arabia and other Moslem countries were trained, was an additional powerful incitement for development of international terrorism. Finally, from early 1990s a new movement appears at the world scene. It was formed with Arabs who fought against Soviet Army on the side of the mujadidin. One of the key leaders of the movement is considered to be Oussama Ben Laden, who created in 1988 a notorious Al Quaida (the base) in the territory of Afghanistan. 

History of terrorism in South East Asia is closely related to the history of creation and activities of Jemaa Islamia (Indonesia) that acts, as some sources report, from the beginning of 1970s [1]. Along with Jemaa Islamia a lot of other terrorist groups operate in the region. In most cases they cover their operations with slogans of creation of separative Moslem states. After creation of Al Quaida experts noted coalescence of small local terrorist groups with this organization. Many of them, including Jemaa Islamia are actually its branches [1].

Activities of terrorist group are carried out at the background and with interaction with traditional for the region piracy on the high seas. Geographical conditions, lively trade routes give big opportunities for terrorist acts at the sea. 

The growth in number of terrorist organizations was followed by the growth in the level of their equipment. New objects for terrorist attacks appeared. If in 1960-70s extremists’ activities were mainly aimed at hostage taking (in the air, in the territories of embassies, in hotels), starting from the beginning of 1980s they switched to sea crafts. In September 1985 militants from “Armed Detachment 17” captured a tourist ship in Cyprus [2]. On October 6, 2002 the extremist group called “Islamic Army of Aden-Abyan” exploded a bomb at the French tanker Limburg off the coast of Yemen, which caused a threat of ecological disaster in the region [3]. 

Terrorists not only attack ships, but also seize them for the purpose of further use. For example, the specialists of British consultation council for safety "Aegis Defence Services" (ADS) consider that the theft on 26 May, 2003, of tanker "Dewi Madrim", that transported chemicals, near the coast of Sumatra was nothing else but navigation training. According to information of ADS, for several months of 2003 alone 10 tugs disappeared at the sea, each of which could be used for the maneuvering the disabled tanker [4]. 

It is noteworthy that recently the number of pirate attacks on tankers increased, including tankers transporting chemicals and passing through the Malaccan Strait in southeastern Asia. In the opinion of British experts on combating terrorism, the increased in frequency cases of the theft of crew members of ships prove the fact of preparation for terrorist acts, since those stolen are forced to train militants to navigate ships [5]. 

The attack on the United States on 11 September, 2001, proved that terrorists are able to conduct large terrorist acts with the use of aircrafts. 

Terrorists begin to prepare for conducting the chemical and bacteriological war, they attempt to obtain nuclear weapons. Thus, in the interview for the Norwegian television network TV 2 the head of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Mohammed al Baradei said: “Al Quaida and other extremist groups attempt to obtain nuclear weapons at their disposal". He noted that the branches of Al Quaida all over the world seek to possess this weapon [6]. 

The list of terrorist organizations in the world is given in appendices 1 and 2.

2. SEA from the point of view of conditions for the development of terrorism 

SEA is one of the "flash points" of world terrorism, which in many respects is caused by geographical location. Daily through this region from 200 to 600 ships pass along the international strategic seaways. They transport crude oil, other energy carriers, chemicals, imported and exported by Japan, China, Korea and other countries of Asian–Pacific Ocean region. There are also important sea and airways to South Asia and in the Middle East [7]. 

According to the UN estimations, up to 80% of 6 billion tons of load, which is sold annually, is transported by sea. Almost 75% of it is transported through one of five basic "narrow passages": the Panama Canal, the Suez Canal, the Strait of Gibralter, the Ormuzskiy Strait and the Malaccan Strait (SEA) [4]. 

The Malaccan Strait is located between the peninsula Malacca and the island Sumatra and connects Andaman and South China Seas. Its length is approximately 1000 km, the smallest width is about 40 km, the smallest depth on the fairway is only 25 metres. Through the strait fourth of world trade is preformed, and half of the total world volume of the transported oil and the liquefied gas is delivered [8]. 

According to World Net Daily news agency, Al Quaida has already acquired 15 ships for terrorist acts. The ships purchased by Al Quaida can transport the load of fatal chemicals, "dirty bomb" (so-called "dirty bomb" consists of usual explosives with the admixture of radioactive materials; the damaging effect is caused due to scattering radioactive dust, which appears as a result of explosion) or even nuclear weapon. They can simply enter a civil port and explode themselves there. These are kamikaze ships [9]. In this connection against the background of traditional piracy there is a real danger of Al Quaida’s attacks or collaborating terrorist groups on the most important waterways and the navigable channels. 

The attacks of terrorists on these largest transit seaways are capable to paralyze international trade for a long time. For example, if one or several tankers with oil or petroleum products (or a chemical tanker) is flooded or blown up on the fairway of the Malaccan Strait, the strait be blocked for a long time – for weeks or even months, and possibly, much longer, if a "dirty bomb" is used, similar to the one, which, according to Washington Times with the reference to secret reports of American intelligent services, is at the disposal of Al Quaida’s members who act in Iraq under the direction of Abu Musab al-Zarqawi [10]. 

Thus, there are the following possible scenarios of terrorist acts in the Malaccan Strait: 

· the capture of a tanker and its collision with another tanker; 

· the capture of a cruise liner, combined with the danger of the large number of victims among passengers and the crew members; 

· the capture of tanker with its subsequent blowing up in the nearest seaport [5]. 

Terrorist danger in the SEA region, including with the use of nuclear materials, is confirmed at the high international level. On 30 March, 2004, at the second inter-session meeting of the regional forum of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations in Manila the Deputy coordinator for Counterterrorism of the US State Department William Pope said: “Al Quaida and Jemaa Islamia group can prepare terrorist acts on the seaways of southeastern Asia. They have enough resources for this.” He thinks that the most probable target for such attacks is the most lively sea route between the Indonesian island Sumatra and peninsular Malaysia – the Malaccan Strait. Daily through the strait fourth of world trade is preformed, and half of the total world volume of the transported oil and the liquefied gas is delivered [8]. 

For terrorist act nuclear weapons or a "dirty bomb" can be used. So, the government of Australia expresses serious concern about the fact that terrorists can plan attacks on the sea navigable routes of SEA as they are among the busiest ones in the world, "with the use of nuclear weapons – primitive nuclear device or a "dirty bomb"". An Australian report about such danger was disseminated among the participants in the international conference on combating terrorism on transport for members of ASEAN, which was held in Manila in March 2004. 

In particular it said: "Southeastern Asia is the foremost region for combating terrorism. New attacks are inevitable ". And also: "There is incontrovertible evidence of the fact that Al Quaida aims at undermining the world economy, and as soon as world navigation is an essential part of the economy, it became one of the main targets for terrorists" [11]. 

Thus, busy international navigation against the background of traditional piracy they cause activities of terrorist organizations in SEA and, correspondingly, the high probability of terrorist acts connected with attacks on ships, particularly with the use of nuclear weapon or "dirty bombs". 

Let alone ecological consequences, a terrorist act can cause negative impact on everything – from prices for electric power to insurance rates and cost of sea freights, which will lead to an increase in the cost of many goods [4].

The list of some terrorist organizations in southeastern Asia and their brief description is given in appendix 3. 

3. Piracy in SEA

In 1995 134 pirate attacks were committed, in 1996 – 228, in 1997 –252, in 1998 – 210. In 1999 marine pirates attacked merchant and cargo ships 229 times. In 2000 there were 500 boardings in the world, in 2001 – 344, in 2002 – 370 [12]. 

In 2003 445 attacks took place, 88 seamen were injured, 359 were taken hostages, 71 are considered to disappear without a trace. According to the report of the International Maritime Bureau (IMB) "Pirate Attacks in 2003", out of 445 pirate attacks on vessels the greatest number (121) was noted in the territorial waters of Indonesia, 58 attacks – in the waters of Bangladesh. To compare: in Nigeria there were 39 attacks [13]. According to information of the Piracy Reporting Center of the International Maritime Bureau, in 2004 325 attacks were noted. More than a quarter of them took place in Indonesia (93 cases) [14]. According to experts of IMB, the estimated damage from the piracy at Asian seas amounts annually to 25 billion dollars at least [15]. 

Year 2005 can beat a record on pirate activity in the region of the Malaccan Strait, since many local residents, including fishermen, were deprived of their livelihood because of the destructive tsunami and had to join criminal syndicates. The Indonesian province Ache, which most suffered from the natural disaster, can become the center of piracy [16]. 

In China, Somalia, the Philippines and Sierra Leone piracy gas to the certain degree the concealed support of local authorities. In the Philippines beggarly earnings force marine officers often run racket. In Somalia, where since 1991 there is no functioning central government, the Coast Guard Service frankly practices piracy [12]. Pirates, as a rule, have considerably higher-speed boats, than the sea police services, and they are equipped with the ultimate weapons, including heavy ones [15]. In March 2004 in the Malaccan Strait of 35 pirates armed by submachine and machine guns, boarded a gas tanker [16]. 

Russian vessels also were targets for piracy. According to information of the Maritime Rescue Coordination Center, in recent years schooners "Maria", "Udacha”, "Ivan Kasatkin" have disappeared without a trace. In Indonesia Russian motor ships "Ussuriisk", "Osip Pyatnitsky", "Petr Starostin" were attacked by pirates. Diesel-propelled ship "Gorets" was robbed three times. [12]. 

4. Terrorist acts on FNPPs: possible scenarios

Nuclear terrorism, according to professor Gavin Cameron pump (author of the book "Nuclear Terrorism: Estimation of the Threat of XXI Century"), includes four sorts of actions: 

1) theft and use of nuclear warheads; 

2) theft or another method of acquisition of fissile materials for further production of nuclear weapons; 

3) attack on reactors or other nuclear units for the purpose of radioactive contamination of the surrounding regions; 

4) use of radioactive materials to produce a radiological dispersion device (RDD) (so called "dirty bomb"). 

From the above indicated terrorist activities the easiest method to reach the desired result it is production of a "dirty bomb" [17]

Taking into account that terrorist organizations have their own fleet, kamikaze people, and they also have experience of seizure of aircrafts and sea vessels, all scenarios except the first one are possible, since there are no ready warheads at FNPPs. 

Theft or another method of acquisition of fissile materials for further production of nuclear weapons

Each FNPP has weapons uranium in the quantity sufficient for production of several nuclear warheads. The capture of a station in order to obtain weapons uranium is quite real taking into account the technical preparedness of terrorist groups and lack of defense at FNPPs (the project, as it was already mentioned, does not provide for military protection of FNPPs by Russian navy forces). 

Furthermore, there is a risk of capture of a station by extremist forces, which can come to power, for example, as a result of a coup d'etat. 

In case of terrorist organizations or by other extremist groups obtain nuclear materials of weapons it will take several months to produce a nuclear warhead, which can be used anywhere on the planet, including navigable routes in SEA and the territory of the Russian Federation. 

Use of radioactive materials to produce a radiological dispersion device (RDD) (so called "dirty bomb")

This scenario can work in a similar way. In contrast to seizure of radioactive materials for production of a warhead, radioactive materials in this case are used to produce a "dirty bomb", that can also be used anywhere on the planet. 

Attack on reactors or other nuclear units for the purpose of radioactive contamination of the surrounding regions 

Attack can be organized from air, from the sea, from underwater both on the spot of operations and during transporting FNPPs. Terrorists may try to damage life-support system in order to melt the reactor zone, which will cause emission of radioactive materials beyond the limits of containment shell [18]. As a result, the environment can be polluted with 1 million curie of radioactivity (activity level for 1 ton of irradiated nuclear fuel). To compare: Chernobyl's emission was estimated at 50 million curies. Taking into account sea currents, the zone of radioactive contamination can be very vast and be both local and regional. The terrorist act on September 11 proved that any ground-based (above-water) object cannot be completely safe in case of the air attack, be it a rocket bomb or the intentional crash of an aircraft. Accordingly, an air crash on FNPPs, which is less protected than a usual NPP and has high concentration of production facilities and communications, will cause much more serious damage. Even if the reactor withstands the fall of the aircraft, every FNPP has depositories of irradiated nuclear fuel, whose destruction can cause the consequences, comparable with the explosion of a reactor. There is also a danger of underwater attack, for example, by the terrorist group Abu Sayyaf. With the aid of seized specialists they has already organized deep water swimming training for their members, which can be used to prepare explosion of deep water drilling rigs or platforms [4]. These skills can be also used for the underwater explosion of FNPPs, which can cause damage similar to the one as result of the air attack. 

CONCLUSIONS 

Its geographical location in combination with the traditional for the region sea piracy create prerequisites for terrorist attacks at sea ("pirate" terrorism). FNPPs can become the object of such terrorist acts, since terrorist groups have long ago attempted to get radioactive materials at their disposal in order to have nuclear warheads or "dirty bombs" produced. Furthermore, one of possible terrorist acts can be aimed at destruction of a FNPP to cause radiation pollution of the water area. 

People who develop and actively lobby the draft do not realize or consciously ignore the risk of terrorist attack, acknowledged by the top authorities of Russia. One of the proofs of this incomprehension or ignoring is, for example, the fact that project did not provide physical security of FNPPs in the form of the armed escort by ships of the Russian Federation as the owner of FNPPs. 

But even taking into account the armed escort there is no 100 percent guarantee of plants’ protection. 

To ensure the protection of underwater part of FNPPs from torpedo attacks or saboteurs and above-water part – from the rocket-bomb or the fall of an aircraft is practically impossible. Actually, Russia carries out the policy of "double standards". On one hand, the government and the President proclaim combating terrorism as a priority task, on another hand – the Russian Agency for Atomic Energy plans to build and commission FNPPs in SEA, in particularly in the territorial waters of Indonesia, in the region, which is one of the centers of sea piracy and international terrorism, thus, pandering to terrorism and contributing to the destruction of the existing regime of non-proliferation. 

For the SEA countries the project with FNPPs will indicate a step toward militarization which will cause a negative impact on the economy of these countries and will worsen foreign policy situation in the region [29]. 
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Appendix 1. 

The list of terrorist organizations from the report of US State Department "Global Terrorism in 2003" [19]

Abu Nidal organization (ANO) 

Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG)

Al Aqsa Martyrs Brigade 

Armed Islamic Group (GIA)

'Asbat al-Ansar 

Aum Supreme Truth, Aum Shinrikyo, Aleph 

Basque Fatherland and Liberty (ETA) 

Communist Party of the Philippines/ New People's Army (NPA)

Al-Gama'a al-Islamiyya

HAMAS (Islamic Resistance Movement) 

Harakat ul-Mujahidin (HUM)

Hizballah (Party of God) 

Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan (IMU)

Jaish-e-Mohammed (JEM)

Jemaah Islamiya (JI)

al-Jihad (Egyptian Islamic Jihad) 

Kahane Chai 

Kongra-Gel ( the former Labour Party of Kurdistan), was renamed into the People’s Congress of Kurdistan (Note: from the report of US State Department)

Lashkar-e-Taiba 

Lashkar I Jhangvi

Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)

Mujahedin-e Khalq Organization (MEK or MKO)

National Liberation Army (ELN) – Columbia

Palestine Islamic Jihad (PIJ)

Palestinian Liberation Front (PLF)

People’s Liberation Front of Palestine 

People’s Liberation Front of Palestine – General Headquarters  

Al Qua’ida 

Real IRA 

Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC)

Revolutionary Nuclei

Revolutionary Organization 17 November

Revolutionary Army – People’s Liberation Front 

Salafist Group for Call and Combat (GSPC) 

Shining Path 

United Self-Defense Forces/Group of Colombia (AUC)

Al-Badhr Mujahidin

Al-Ittihad al-Islami (AIAI)

Alex Boncayao Brigade (ABB)

Liberation Army of Rwanda 

Anti-Imperialist Territorial Nuclei (NTA)

Cambodian Freedom Fighters 

Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist) / United National Front 

Irish National Liberation Army (INLA)

Irish Republican Army (IRA)

Islamic Movement of East Turkestan 

GRAPO - 1 October Antifascist Resistance Group

Great East Islamic Raiders–Front (IBDA-C) 

Harakat ul-Jihad-I-Islami (HUJI)

Harakat ul-Jihad-I-Islami / Bangladesh (HUJI- B) 

Hizb-I Islami Gulbuddin (HIG) 

Hizb ul-Mujahidin (HM)

Islamic Army of Aden

Islamic International Peacekeeping Brigade

Jamiat ul-Mujahidin

Japanese Red Army (JRA)

Kumpulan Mujahidin Malaysia (KMM)

Libyan Islamic Combat Group 

Lord's Resistance Army (LRA)

Loyalist Volunteer Force (LVF)

Maoist Communist Centre (MCC), India 

Moroccan Islamic Combatant Group (GICM)

New Red Brigades/Communist Combatant Party (NKB/BPK)

People Against Gangsterism and Drugs (PAGAD) 

Peoples' War Group (PWG)

Red Hand Defenders

Revolutionary Proletarian Initiative Nuclei (NIPR)

intelligence and sabotage battalion Chechen martyr name Ri4da Salixina Riyadus-Salikhin Reconnaissance and Sabotage Battalion of Chechen Martyrs

Sipah I Sahaba Pakistan

Special Purpose Islamic Regiment

The Tunisian Combatant Group (TCG)

Tupac Amaru Revolutionary Movement (MRTA)

Turkish Hizballah

Ulster Defence Association (UDA) / Ulster Freedom Fighters (UFF) / Ulster Volunteer Force (UVF)

Appendix 2. 

The list of the terrorist organizations, "which cause the greatest damage to safety of the Russian Federation", submitted by the RF Federal Security Service to the General Prosecutor's Office of the RF due tonercessity to acknowledge them as terrorist organizations (report of the Department for Information and Public Relations of the General Prosecutor's Office of the RF) [11] 

1. Higher Military Majlisul Shura of the United Forces of Mujahadeen of the Caucasus (Chechnya, leader – Basayev) 

2. Congress of Peoples of Ichkeria and Daghestan (Chechnya, leaders – Basayev, Udugov) 

3. Base (Al Qua’ida, Afghanistan, leader – Oussama Ben Laden) 

4. 'Asbat al-Ansar (Lebanon) 

5. Holy War (al-Jihad, Holy War, Egypt) 

6. Islamic Group (IG) (al-Gama'a al-Islamiyya, Egypt) 

7. Muslim Brotherhood (al-Ihvan al-Muslimun, Muslim Brotherhood , international) 

8. Islamic SalvationParty (Hizb ut-Tahrir al-Islami, Islamic Salvation Party, international) 

9. Lashkar-e-Taiba (Pakistan)  

10. Islamic Group (IG) (Jamat-e-Islami, Pakistan) 

11. Taleban Movement (Afghanistan) 

12. Islamic Party of Turkestan (former Islamic movement of Uzbekistan) 

13. Social Reform Society (Jamiyat al-Islah al-Ijtimai, Social Reform Society, Kuwait) 

14. Islamic Heritage Revival Society (Djamiyat Ihia at-Turaz al-Islami, Islamic Heritage Revival Society, Kuwait) 

15. Two Holy Places (al-Haramein, Saudi Arabia) 

Appendix 3. 

Some of terrorist organizations in SEA
Jemaah Islamiya 

Jemaah Islamiya (JI) appeared in Indonesia in 1970s. In 1990s it already worked all over the region [1]. Despite the fact that the network of the organization is weakened at present, it is at the stage of restructuring and reorganization [20]. In the south of the Philippines training camps are located, where militants are trained both from Jemaah Islamiya and Al Quaida . Leaders of Jemaah Islamiya plan to create a pan-Islamic state in SEA. The group aims at destabilization of the situation in the region by means of terrorist acts and introduction of Fundamentalist regimes in Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, and in the Philippines. Recently, according to information of the Defense Ministry of the Philippines, the number of members of Jemaah Islamiya in the Philippines has grown [21]. 

Jemaah Islamiya is responsible for the explosions in Bali in October 2002 and near the hotel Mariot in Jakarta in August 2003, several terrorist acts in Christian temples of Indonesia in 2000, when 19 people were killed, and many explosions in the Philippines. Furthermore, Jemaah Islamiya is charged with organization of an explosion near the Australian embassy in Jakarta on September 9, 2004, when 9 people were killed and more than 180 people were injured.

Jemaah Islamiya entered into an alliance with the local Philippine terrorist organization Abu Sayyaf and keep close contacts with Al-Quaida. As many analysts suggest, Jemaah Islamiya is a branch of this international terrorist network in SEA. 

Abu Sayyaf

The Moslem terrorist organization Abu Sayyaf was formed as a result of the fissure of the Moro National Liberation Front in 1991. It is based on the island of Mindanao (South Philippines) populated by Moslems. Its purpose to create an Islamic state of the Iranian type. As well as Jemaah Islamiya, it has strong contacts with Al-Quaida. Abu Sayyaf has from 200 to 2000 active fighters and it has bases in adjacent Malaysia. Some fighters were trained in camps of Al-Quaida in Afghanistan [22]. Most fighters hide themselves in the jungle in the south of the Philippines archipelago.

Especially worrisome is the fact that the fighters of Abu Sayyaf arrested during last several months in Manila had books about waging chemical and bacteriological war [21]. Abu Sayyaf t is also notorious for hostage taking in order get ransoms to finance their further activity. In early 2004 fighters of Abu Sayyaf exploded the ferry boat "Superferry-14" in early 2004, which was navigating to the city of Bacolod. 187 people suffered as a result of the terrorist act, many of them are still considered to disappear without a trace. Abu Sayyaf actively cooperate with Jemaah Islamiya. 

Hizballah

In Indonesia a network of the scattered training camps of Hizballah was discovered, which recruits citizens of the Asian countries of Islamic religion and then sends them to Israel [23]. 

Hammud al-Masri Battalion 

In 2004 a new group called Hammud al-Masri Battalion appeared in South Korea, which refers itself to the terrorist network Al-Quaida in SEA. According to terrorists, they have a base in Seoul [24]. 

Free Acheh Movement (FAM)

According to the estimations of the armed forces of Indonesia, at present in the province Acheh alone there are 2500 fighters of the FAM, who have about 850 guns at their disposal. Meanwhile in early 2003 there were about 5000 people in the FAM, which fights for separation of this rich in oil province from Indonesia. [25]. 

Free Acheh

Fighters of the Free Acheh movement in the Indonesian province Acheh successfully "compete" with the traditional criminals in the field of sea robbery, seizing tribute from ships passing the strait in order to replenish their budget [16]. 

Lashkar Mujahidin (Mujahadeen Soldiers)

In the province of Lashkar an extremist organization Lashkar Mujahidin broke its camp and established 4 constant posts. The organization took active part in the conflicts between the Christians and the Moslems in 1999-2001, which took away the lives of approximately 9000 people. It keeps in touch with the regional terrorist organization Jemaa Islamia [25]. 

New People's Army 

It has acted in the Philippines since 1969. Its members adhere to the Marxist- Maoist ideology. In recent years the rebels have been mostly active in the cities. Now their activity has noticeably decreased [22]. 

Molucco Islands Separatists

Inhabitants of the Molucco Islands (Indonesia) confess Christianity and Islam. Each of the religious groups has the armed organizations, which fight against the central government and against each other. The conflict started in 1977. In 1991 alone 5000 people died as a result of this conflict [22]. 

Nusantara (archipelago)

This is a new terrorist group, which was formed in 2002 in Indonesia. According to the police, the organization has close contacts with other terrorist groups and it is very active in Malaysia, Singapore, Philippines and Indonesia. Probably, the new group receives financial aid from Abu Sayyaf and Jemaa Islamia [27]. 

Alex Boncayao Brigade

It is a combat unit of the Communist Party of the Philippines. It was formed in mid 1980s. Members of the organization committed more than 100 murders, including the murder of the colonel of the US Army James Rowe in 1989. In 1995 the police carried out a series of arrests of fighters, which only slightly decreased its activity [28]. 

