The President of

International Olympic Committee
Mr. Jacques Rogge

Chateau de Vidy

1007 Lousanne

Switzerland

Fax: (41.21)6216216

Re: 2014 Olympic games and environmental damage to Caucasus Reserve

Dear mr. President,

Greenpeace International is concerned about the plans of the Russian government and large corporations (e.g. Gazprom and Interros) to construct facilities for the projected 2014 Winter Olympic Games in the city of Sochi in the territory of the Sochi national park in close proximity to the Caucasus biosphere reserve which is a part of the UNESCO World Natural Heritage Property “Western Caucasus”. 
Some facilities, in particular a bobsleigh route with all necessary infrastructure (including a high speed railroad line, Adler-Grushevaya Polyana), are planned for construction on the very edge of the Caucasus Reserve, which will inevitably cause considerable environmental damage. 

Though the decision about the organization of the Olympic Games has not yet been made, construction of some facilities has already started, with gross violations of the environmental legislation. The unique high-mountain forest within the territory of the national park is being destroyed. 
The Russian authorities actively promote these violations. In June 2006, the Russian government endorsed the Federal Program for the Development of Sochi as a Mountain Skiing Resort in 2006-2014. This program provides for the construction of facilities, some of which lie within the protected areas of the national park. It was endorsed by the government without the mandatory Environmental Impact Assessment, which is a direct violation of the law. 

“If [the environmentalists] brandish the Constitution to declare that we can not cut fir-trees and pine-trees, we’d rather change the Constitution,” newsru.com quotes the head of the Olympic Committee of Russia, Mr. Tyagachov as saying during his visit to Krasnodar. (http://www.newsru.com/russia/06sep2006/sky.html).
According to the Olympic Charter (Chapter 1, paragraph 2.13), the IOC’s mission is encourage and support a responsible concern for environmental issues, to promote sustainable development in sport and to require that the Olympic Games and held accordingly.
In this view, we ask you to demand the Russian government to strictly observe both the international commitments of Russia concerning the protection of  World Heritage properties and the Russian domestic law during preparations for possibly hosting the 2014 Olympic Games in Sochi.  This is needed to prevent both the destruction of the unique natural landscape of the Western Caucasus as well as the  violation of Russian environmental legislation (and even the Constitution) for the sake of oligarchical structures and affiliated officials. 
Yours sincerely,
Lena AAhlby

Issues Director

Greenpeace International
