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Mr. Jacques Rogge 

President of the International Olympic Committee

Château de Vidy
1007 Lausanne
Switzerland
Tel. (+41 21) 621 61 11
Fax (+41 21) 621 62 16
Dear Mr. President,

Greenpeace Russia is taking advantage of this opportunity to extend our sincere thanks to you and, in your person, to all members of the International Olympic Committee for entrusting the Russian city of Sochi with hosting of Winter Olympic Games 2014.

It is now when the decision regarding the host-city of the 2014 Winter Olympics is taken, that we believe it absolutely necessary to once again draw your attention to environmental issues of preparing Sochi for the Winter Olympics.

As we previously informed IOC members and as it was pointed out to in the report of the Evaluation Commission, some of the venues necessary for the Olympics will be located in highest conservation value areas of the Sochi National Park (Grushevy Ridge) and in the buffer zone of the World Heritage property “Western Caucasus” that incorporates the Caucasus State Nature Biosphere Reserve. These are the lands where a mountain Olympic village and bobsleigh routes with corresponding infrastructure are to be built together with transportation and energy production facilities, in particular, the high-speed railway from Adler to Grushevaya Polyana and a complex of hydro-electric power plants on river Mzymta.

The uniqueness of this particular territory and the dangerous possibility of its complete destruction are underlined by the experts of the state environmental impact assessment study of the Federal Target Program “Development of Sochi as a Mountain Climate Resort in 2006-2014” that was carried out upon an order of the Russian Federation Government in April 2007.

Despite the fact that right before arrival of the Evaluation Commission of the International Olympic Committee the Russian Government and the Sochi 2014 Bid Committee agreed to a limited dialogue with environmental organizations, no discernible changes have ever been introduced into the plans of location of Olympic venues and infrastructure. Representatives of the Sochi 2014 Bid Committee on several occasions claimed that before the IOC drew a decision, any changes in the original construction plans might affect the Sochi bid, which is why they refused to even discuss this issue. However, today the decision is made and so no such issue exists.

We also want to draw your attention to the fact that the future of the World Heritage property “Western Caucasus” is under constant scrutiny of international community. The state of conservation of this property was discussed by the UNESCO World Heritage Committee at its 31 session held in Christchurch, New Zealand, on June 23 – July 2, 2007. The Committee ruled to send a joint monitoring mission of World Heritage Center and IUCN experts to the Western Caucasus. If these experts decide that preparations for the Winter Olympics in Sochi pose a threat to the World Heritage property “Western Caucasus”, the World Heritage Committee may decide to transfer this property into the List of World Heritage in Danger already at its next 32 session in 2008. This decision will mean that a gross violation of the International Convention for protection of UNESCO World Natural and Cultural Heritage has been committed. Indirectly the International Olympic Committee will be also held responsible for this violation as a respected international organization that has failed to take proper steps to prevent any damage to a UNESCO World Heritage property.

As follows from what they said, the World Heritage Committee members did not want to prejudice decisions of the IOC session in Guatemala that was to soon to follow, which is why they refrained from making any tough statements and decisions regarding the Western Caucasus. At the same time, when discussing a similar situation in the buffer zone of the World Heritage property “Tasmanian Wilderness” (Australia), where construction of a road is planned, the World Heritage Committee unambiguously signaled that the property will be transferred to the World Heritage in Danger List if this road construction starts.

Possible threats to high conservation value areas resulting from preparations for Olympic games have become a matter of concern for some IOC members as well. For instance, His Highness Prince of Monaco Albert questioned environmental aspects of the Sochi bid right after the Russian delegation was through with its presentation. Unfortunately, His Highness did not receive any answers from the Russian delegation as far as the environmental issues in Sochi were concerned.

Considering all of the above, we hereby appeal to you, Mr. President, to use all your influence to exclude the Grushevy Ridge and the buffer zone of the World Heritage site “Western Caucasus” from areas where venues for Winter Olympics 2014 are to be built.

We are deeply convinced that the huge authority and reputation of the International Olympic Committee can influence decisions of the Russian Federation Government regarding location of Olympic venues and infrastructure in the buffer zone of the World Heritage property. 

We also believe that keeping intact the buffer zone of the World Heritage property “Western Caucasus” and the Grushevy Ridge will be in full compliance with the Olympic Chart, Section 2.13 of which states that it is one of the primary functions of the IOC to ensure that Olympic Games are organized with no damage to the environment. This will also show to international community that the International Committee does take serious steps to preserve the most valuable natural areas still existing on the face of the Earth.

We once again ask you to point out to the President and the Government of the Russian Federation that infrastructural development in the areas in question is inadmissible.

Greenpeace is ready and willing to provide you or your representatives with all necessary information and will be happy to meet with IOC representatives during their missions to Russia.

Very truly yours,

Greenpeace Russia

Executive Director

Sergey Tsiplenkov
