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This statement has been drafted in an effort to bring together the European community of marine
scientists in affirming the need for marine reserves and express our profound concern over the
lack of progress in implementing marine reserve networks in European waters.

In 2003, the World Parks Congress, the largest global assembly of protected area specialists and
conservation managers recommended that marine “protected area networks should be extensive
and include strictly protected areas [i.e. marine reserves] that amount to at least 20-30% of each
habitat.” This call is being echoed by other scientific, political and expert fora, including, in
2005, the United Nations Millennium Project, which called for 10% of the oceans to be covered
by marine reserves in the short to medium term, with a long-term goal of 30%.

Decision VII/28 of the Conference of the Parties of the Convention on Biological Diversity
requires all signatory parties to complete such a network of well-managed marine sites by 2012,
including representative marine and coastal areas where extractive uses are excluded, and other
significant human pressures are removed or minimised.

In advance of the next Conference of the Parties of the Convention on Biological Diversity
(COP9), which will be hosted in Europe, Germany, it is time to take stock. All the more
concerning is that neither Europe nor the rest of the world are on track to protect a network of
marine reserves by 2012.

This lack of progress in establishing marine reserves is aggravating the already perilous state of
many marine ecosystems. It further undermines initiatives aimed at a better scientific
understanding of the composition and functioning of marine ecosystems, as it prevents
comparative studies between exploited ecosystems and those that are left to recover or are as yet
untouched. Marine Reserves are needed to serve as control areas in research efforts.



European Scientists’ Consensus Statement on Marine Reserves

The continuing degradation of the seas around Europe, illustrated by the collapse of many
fisheries, demands that urgent action is taken to stop this decline, restore marine ecosystems
and manage them in an holistic manner.

We, the undersigned scientists, believe that Fully Protected Marine Reserves are essential for
conservation, are necessary for the implementation of effective management of the sea, and
have important benefits to scientific understanding of this environment.

Marine Reserves are sea areas where extractive uses are excluded, and other significant human
pressures are removed or minimised that so that their associated ecosystems can recover
towards a more natural state. Non-consumptive uses such as recreation are permitted.

Where marine reserves have been designated, they have been shown to result in long-standing
and often rapid increases in the abundance, diversity and productivity of marine life,
especially of species that were previously exploited. Marine reserves may benefit fisheries by
the “spillover” of animals from inside the reserves and from the export of eggs and larvae to
adjacent marine areas. Marine reserves also enable the development of more natural, extended
population age structures that promote resilience to overfishing and are important to
maintaining the integrity of marine ecosystems in the face of climate change.

In order to assure sufficient protection across the whole range of marine ecosystems it is
necessary to establish a representative, replicated, networked and sustainable system of Fully
Protected Marine Reserves. To be effective networks must, therefore, span large geographic
distances and be of sufficient scale to protect against catastrophes and ensure the long-term
health and stability of marine ecosystems.

Marine Reserves are essential to scientific understanding of marine ecosystems, and hence, to
their management. They provide control areas for all direct human disturbances and more
natural baselines for measurement of impacts. This enables scientists to obtain data that that
are less confounded by human activities (e.g. separating natural variation from fishing effects)
and acquire a greater understanding of the intrinsic processes of subject ecosystems.

In summary — establishing networks of marine reserves will be a major step towards
implementing the ecosystem approach to management of the sea. Such networks will yield
long-term conservation benefits and provide support for other management methods to
improve fisheries. They are an essential tool in the package of measures needed to arrest the
degradation of European seas and bring about their restoration.



The following signatories have signed this statement as of June 07:

Signatories Affiliation Country Qualification
1 Dr Jiirgen Herler University of Vienna Austria PhD
2 Dr Karl Kleeman University of Vienna Austria PhD
3 Amelie Knapp TRAFFIC Europe, Brussels, Belgium Belgium MRes
4 Dr Jan Mees Flanders Marine Institute (VLIZ), Belgium Belgium PhD
5 Dr Maarten Raes Marine Biology Section, Ghent University Belgium PhD
6 Marijn Rabaut Ghent University Belgium MSc
7 Professor Patrick Sorgeloos Ghent University Belgium PhD
8 Sophie Derous Ghent University Belgium MSc
9 Wouter Willems Ghent University Belgium MSc
10 Dr A.J. Tang Dalsgaard Danish Institute for Fisheries Research Denmark PhD
11 Dr Helge Paulsen Dept. of Aquaculture and Marine Ecology, Denmark PhD
Technical University of Denmark
12 Dr Jon Christian Svendsen Danish Institute for Fisheries Research Denmark PhD
13 Velda Lauringson University of Tartu Estonia MSc
14 Dennis Hamro-Drotz Environmental Analyst Finland MSc
15 Dr Essi Keskinen Metséhallitus, Natural Heritage Services Finland PhD
16 Sanna Kuningas University of Helsinki Finland MSc
17 Camille Mellin Institut de Recherche pour le Developpement (IRD) France MSc
of Noumea
18 Dr Amine Amar Direction de la Statistique France PhD
19 Dr Francois M. Catzeflis Universite Montpellier-2 France PhD
20 Dr Frederic Delsuc Université Montpellier 11 France PhD
21 Dr Joachim Claudet University of Perpignan France PhD
22 Dr Pierre Fréon Institut de Recherche pour le Développement (IRD, France PhD
France)
23 Professor Didier Gascuel  Director of the Fisheries and Aquatic Sciences France PhD
Center, Agrocampus Rennes, France
24 Professor Emmanuel Institute of Evolutionary Sciences of Montpellier France PhD
Douzery
25 Professor Philippe Cury IRD - IFREMER & Université Montpellier 11 France PhD
26 Dr Alejandro Isla IFM-GEOMAR Germany PhD
27 Dr Bernd Christiansen Universitat Hamburg, Hamburg, Germany Germany PhD
28 Dr Christian Hensen Leibniz-Institut fiir Meereswissenschaften Germany PhD
29 Dr Claudio Richter Zentrum fiir Marine Tropendkologie, Bremen, Germany PhD
Germany
30 Dr Eberhard Hagen Institute for Baltic Sea Research, Warnemiinde Germany PhD
31 Dr Karl-Hermann Kock Institut fiir Seefischerei, Hamburg, Germany Germany Dr Habil.
32 Dr Klaus von Brockel Leibniz-Institut fiir Meereswissenschaften Germany PhD
33 Dr Marion Jegen-Kulcsar  IFM-GEOMAR Germany PhD
34 Dr Markus Bertling Geologisch-Palacontologisches Institut und Museum Germany PhD
35 Dr Melanie Bergmann Alfred Wegener Institute for Polar & Marine Germany PhD
Research, Germany
36 Dr Rainer Froese Leibniz-Institut fiir Meereswissenschaften Germany PhD
37 Dr Ramona Thamm EUCC - The Coastal Union Germany Germany PhD
38 Dr Ronald Fricke Curator of Fishes, Ichthyology, Staatliches Museum Germany PhD



39 Jeff Ardron

40 Pedro André de Jesus
Mendes

41 Petra Breithaupt

42 Petra Deimer

43 Prof. Dr. C. Dieter Zander
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Germany
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Zoologisches Institut und Museum, Hamburg

44 Professor Dieter Piepenburg Mainz Academy of Sciences, Kiel, Germany

45 Professor Gothilf Hempel
46 Professor Hermann Bange
47 Professor Martin Wahl

48 Rosa Garcia

49 PD Dr. habil. Eberhard
Hagen
50 Anastasia Miliou

51 Angeliki Adamidou
52 Dr Alexandros Frantzis

53 Dr Athanassios C. Tsikliras

54 Dr B.S. Tselentis
55 Dr Emmanuil Koutrakis

56 Dr George Kehayias
57 Dr Grigorious Krey

58 Dr Kostas Kourtidis
59 Dr S. Orfanidis
60 Dr. Anastasios Tselepides

61 Dr. Argyris Kallianiotis
62 Malvina Andris

63 Kristina Raab

64 Dr Rob McAllen

65 Aviad Scheinin

66 Dr Amir Perelberg
67 Dr Bella Galil

68 Dr Menachem Goren
69 Professor Dan Kerem

70 Professor Yossi Loya

71 Dr Giovanni Bearzi
72 Dr Leonardo Tunesi

73 Dr Marco Costantino
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75 Professor Riccardo
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Cattaneo-Vietti

76 Professor Tullio Scovazzi  University of Milano-Bicocca Italy PhD
77 Dr Marie Abboud-Abi Saab National Center for Marines Sciences Lebanon PhD
78 Dr Joseph A. Borg Institute for Environmental Studies Malta PhD
79 Sarah Debono Environment Protection Directorate Malta MSc
80 David Kooistra Marine parks specialist, Netherlands Netherlands MSc
81 Dr Annemarie Goedmakers Kesteren, The Netherlands Netherlands PhD
82 Dr Bruno Ens Netherlands Institute of Ecology, Texel, Netherlands Netherlands PhD
83 Dr Christine Absil North Sea Foundation, Utrecht, Netherlands Netherlands PhD
84 Dr Dirk Petersen Rotterdam Zoo, Netherlands Netherlands PhD
85 Dr Erik Meesters Institute for Marine Resources & Ecosystem Studies, Netherlands PhD
Den Burg, The Netherlands
86 Dr Eugéne Bruins Artis Royal Zoo Amsterdam Netherlands PhD
87 Dr Gert Jan Gast Fishion Consultancy, Netherlands Netherlands PhD
88 Dr Henk de Haas Royal Netherlands Institute for Sea Research Netherlands PhD
(NIOZ)
89 Dr J.P. van Dessel University of Utrecht Netherlands PhD
90 Dr Jolanda Verspargen Universiteit van Amsterdam, The Netherlands Netherlands PhD
91 Dr M.J.A. Vermeij Netherlands Netherlands PhD
92 Dr Maggy Nugues Netherlands Institute for Sea Research (N1IOZ), Netherlands PhD
Texel, The Netherlands
93 Peter H. van Bragt Stichting Anemoon (Foundation Anemoon) Netherlands MSc
94 Professor André M. de Roos Professor of Theoretical Ecology, University of Netherlands PhD
Amsterdam
95 Rick van Lent SaveWave, The Netherlands Netherlands MSc
96 Dr Esben Moland Olsen Institute of Marine Research Norway PhD
97 Dr Howard Browman Institute of Marine Research, Norway Norway PhD
98 Dr Marcos Llope Centre for Ecological and Evolutionary Synthesis, = Norway PhD
Universitetet [ Oslo
99 Dr Sevik Guldborg Norway Norway PhD
100 Even Moland Institute of Marine Research, Flodevigen Norway MSc
101 Dr Jerzy Mastowski Laboratory of Oceanography, University of Poland PhD
Agriculture in Szczecin
102 Dr Lech Kotwicki Institute of Oceanology Polish Academy of Sciences Poland PhD
103 Dr Maria Wlodarska- Institute of Oceanology Polish Academy of Sciences Poland PhD
Kowalczuk
104 Dr Slawomir Kwasniewski Institute of Oceanology Polish Academy of Sciences Poland PhD
105 Professor J.C.Chojnacki Head of Depertment of Marine Ecology and Poland PhD
Environmental Protection, Agricultural University in
Szczecin
106 Professor Jan Marcin Institute of Oceanology Polish Academy of Sciences Poland PhD
Weslawski
107 Dr Emanuel Gongalves Eco-Ethology Research Unit, Instituto Superior de ~ Portugal PhD
Psicologia Aplicada
108 Dr Filipe Porteiro Department of Oceanography and Fisheires, Portugal PhD
University of the Azores
109 Dr Goncalo Calado Universidade Lusofona de Humanidades e Portugal PhD
Tecnologias, Lisbon
110 Dr Joel Bried Departamento de Oceanografia e Pescas, Centro do  Portugal PhD

IMAR da Universidade dos Acores
111 Dr Ménica Almeida e Silva Department of Oceanography and Fisheries, Portugal PhD



112 Dr Monica Verbeek
113 Dr Onno Diekmann
114 Dr Sophie Querouil

115 Dr Telmo Morato
116 Dr Veronica Neves

117 Jodo Pedro Barreiros

118 Jorge Fontes

119 Professor Ricardo Santos
120 Dr Stefano Mariani
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126 Dr Enric Sala
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133 Dr Lisbeth Jonsson
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136 Malin Karlsson
137 Mikael Dahl
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141 Professor Per Jonsson
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143 Lucia Di Iorio
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145 Bayram Ozturk
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146 Ayaka Amaha Ozturk

147 Prof Ahmet Kideys
148 Alasdair Harris

149 Alison Shaw

150 Angus Bloomfield
151 Ann Marie Mullin
152 Bryony Chapman
153 Catherine Ridout

154 Catriona Glendinning
155 Charlotte Marshall
156 Christina Raison

157 Danielle Cookson
158 Danielle Wagner

159 Dr Alec Dawson Shepherd
160 Dr Andrew Balmford
161 Dr Andy Beaumony
162 Dr Andy Brand

163 Dr Barbara Erwin
164 Dr Bernd Haenfling
165 Dr Bob Brown

166 Dr Bryce Beukers-Stewart
167 Dr Clive Craik

168 Dr Clive Fox

169 Dr Dave Conway

170 Dr David Erwin

171 Dr Fiona Gell

172 Dr Geoff Meaden

173 Dr Glen Tarran

174 Dr Gordon Watson

175 Dr Jason Hall-Spencer
176 Dr Jason Matthiopoulos

177 Dr Jean-Luc Solandt
178 Dr Jo Gascoigne
179 Dr John Williams
180 Dr Julie Hawkins
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189 Dr Martin Solan
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191 Dr Miles Hoskin
192 Dr Nola Barker
193 Dr Paul Farrell
194 Dr Peter Evans
195 Dr Peter Jones
196 Dr Peter Tilbrook
197 Dr Phil Watts

198 Dr Rebecca Klaus
199 Dr Ricardo Torres
200 Dr Richard Luxmoore
201 Dr Ruth Leeney
202 Dr Sascha Hooker

203 Dr Sharon Thompson
204 Dr Simon Cragg

205 Dr Sophie Smout
206 Dr Stephen Mangi
207 Dr Stephen Simpson

208 Dr Stuart Jenkins
209 Dr Symon Dworjanyn
210 Dr Tavis Potts

211 Dr Vincent Janik

212 Dr Yemi Oloruntuyi
213 Ellie La Trobe-Bateman
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215 Harriet Gillet

216 Helen Davies
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