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The Honorable Senator Joseph Lieberman

Chairman, Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs

706 Hart Senate Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Congressman Darrell Issa

Chairman, House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform

2157 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20515

October 4, 2011

Senator Lieberman and Congressman Issa:

In light of the recent Bloomberg Markets Magazine investigative report
1
 on Koch Industries’ secretive

business dealings with Iran, corruption and illicit payments in obtaining contracts, falsifying documents

on air pollution and other questionable business operations, we call on you to launch a full

congressional investigation into the practices exposed in the report.

The allegations reported by Bloomberg about Koch’s business deals with Iran, run through a German

subsidiary, are similar to the arrangements discovered between Halliburton and Iran, which were

conducted through overseas subsidiaries, in a manner designed to skirt the letter of the law and thereby

undermine U.S. foreign policy objectives.

Corporations like Koch Industries are granted the right to operate as a business under U.S. law. When

corporations choose to routinely circumvent or break the law, our government has the duty to penalize

that illegal activity with appropriate sanctions. When the corporation’s illegal activities demonstrate a

broad pattern of deliberate continued violations despite repeated sanctions and penalties -- it becomes

incumbent upon the government to take more aggressive action, such as revoking the corporate charter

that allows them to continue to operate as a business.

We are calling for a full investigation into Koch Industries’ alleged activities, such that our

representatives, government officials and the citizens of the United States have full knowledge of their

illicit business practices and can decide on the appropriate course of action.

Sincerely,

Phillip Radford

Executive Director

Greenpeace USA

                                                       

1 Loder, Asjylyn and David Evans, “Koch Brothers Flout Law Getting Richer With Secret Iran Sales,”

Bloomberg Markets Magazine, Oct. 3, 2011. Available at: http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-10-

02/koch-brothers-flout-law-getting-richer-with-secret-iran-sales.html.
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CC:

The Honorable Congressman Henry Waxman

2204 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

Telephone: (202) 225-3976

Fax: (202) 225-4099

The Honorable Senator John Kerry

218 Russell Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Telephone: (202) 224-2742

Fax: (202) 224-8525

The Honorable Senator Chuck Grassley

135 Hart Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Telephone: (202) 224-3744

Fax: (202) 224-6020

The Honorable Senator Carl Levin

269 Russell Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Telephone: (202) 224-6221

Fax: (202) 224-1388

The Honorable Senator Patrick Leahy

437 Russell Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Telephone: (202) 224-4242

Fax: (202) 224-3479


