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September 7, 2006 
 
Dear Representative; 
 
The bi-partisan chemical security bill (H.R. 5695) approved by the House Homeland Security 
Committee on July 28th should be adopted by the House as soon as possible before the 
October recess.  If enacted, “The Chemical Facility Anti-Terrorism Act of 2006” (H.R. 5695) 
would eliminate staggering vulnerabilities at high-risk chemical plants across the U.S.   
Agreement on this bill also marks the first time, since September 11, 2001, that Committees in 
both chambers have approved chemical security legislation.  Security experts agree that U.S. 
chemical facilities are among the most vulnerable and potentially deadly sectors of our national 
infrastructure and place millions of Americans at risk. 
 
H.R. 5695 is a common sense compromise that offers true protections to the public, protections 
that are not contained in the Senate bill, while also addressing industry concerns.  We urge you 
to support H.R. 5695 as reported out of Committee without amendments or further delay.  
With approximately 15 legislative days remaining before the October recess, it is essential that 
Congress move swiftly to credibly address this vulnerability. 
  
Unlike the Senate bill, H.R. 5695 will ensure meaningful protection for thousands of plant 
employees, emergency responders and community residents at each high-risk chemical facility.  
Under H.R. 5695, the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) is charged with identifying the 
high-risk plants and approving their security plans, including the use of inherently safer, more 
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secure technologies. Each high-risk facility provides an assessment of the best technology to 
reduce the consequences of a terrorist attack at their plant. If a facility plan is not approved by 
DHS they can successfully appeal if they can show that a safer technology is not feasible, cost-
effective or will not reduce risks.   
 
If and when conventional fence-line security fails, inherently safer technologies can dramatically 
reduce the consequences of an attack on a chemical plant and therefore should be an essential 
component of chemical security legislation. On June 13th, the largest shipper of these 
chemicals, the Association of American Railroads, testified before Congress saying they 
“strongly support efforts aimed at finding and utilizing 'inherently safer technologies."  
 
Since 9/11, the use of inherently safer technologies at hundreds of water treatment facilities, 
power plants, refineries and manufacturing facilities has eliminated the catastrophic risks posed 
by the release of poison gases once used at their facilities.  As a result, at least 38 million 
people are safer.  However, millions more remain at risk. 
 
H.R. 5695 also wisely draws on the skills and knowledge of front-line plant employees in 
developing and implementing security plans.  Although it is the clear intention of H.R. 5695 to 
allow state and local governments to go beyond federal minimum standards, we urge you to 
enact the savings clause language in the Senate bill (S. 2145) because it more clearly 
preserves state and local authority. Such clarity is critical to ensuring that federal and local 
governments continue to collaboratively improve homeland security.  
 
Action is long overdue to address these preventable disasters.  In early 2005, Richard 
Falkenrath, former Deputy Homeland Security Adviser to President Bush, told Congress: "Of all 
the various remaining civilian vulnerabilities in America today, one stands alone as uniquely 
deadly, pervasive and susceptible to terrorist attack: toxic- inhalation-hazard industrial 
chemicals.”  If adopted by the House, H.R. 5695 would represent a giant step toward 
addressing these vulnerabilities. 
 
Thank you for your immediate attention to this critical legislation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Holly Hart 
Assistant Legislative Director 
United Steelworkers International Union  
 
Carol Andress 
Policy Analyst  
Environmental Defense  
 
Andy Igrejas 
Environmental Health Program Director 
National Environmental Trust 
 
Ed Hopkins 
Director, Environmental Quality Program 
Sierra Club  
 
Alan Reuther 
Legislative Director 
International Union,  
United Auto Workers  
 

David LeGrande 
Director, Occupational Safety and Health 
Communications Workers of America 
 
Nat Mund 
Deputy Legislative Director 
League of Conservation Voters 
 
John S. Morawetz  
Director, Health & Safety Department 
International Chemical Workers Union 
Council/UFCW 
 
Michael J. Wilson 
International Vice President and Director, 
Legislative and Political Action Department 
United Food & Commercial Workers 
International Union 
 
 
 



 3

Alex Fidis  
Environmental Health Advocate  
U.S. Public Interest Research Group 
 
Sean Moulton 
Director, Federal Information Policy 
OMB Watch 
 
Rick Hind 
Legislative Director, Toxics Campaign 
Greenpeace  
 
Rick Engler 
Director 
New Jersey Work Environment Council 
 
Lynn Thorp 
National Campaigns Coordinator 
Clean Water Action 
 
Joan Claybrook 
President 
Public Citizen 
 
Michael Belliveau  
Executive Director 
Environmental Health Strategy Center 
 
Craig Williams 
Director 
Chemical Weapons Working Group 
 
Joseph DiGangi 
Senior Scientist 
Environmental Health Fund 
 
Gregg Small 
Executive Director 
Washington Toxics Coalition 
 
Charlotte Brody 
Executive Director 
Commonweal 
 
Sarah Doll 
Program Director 
Oregon Environmental Council 
 
Amanda Hawes 
Toxics Chair 
Worksafe! 
 
Lois Gibbs 
Executive Director 
Center for Health, Environment and         
Justice 

Kathleen A. Curtis 
Executive Director 
Citizens Environmental Coalition  
 
Joel Shufro 
Executive Director,  
NY Committee for  
Occupational Safety and Health (COSH) 
CT COSH & NH COSH 
 
Rachel Gibson 
Environmental Health Advocate and Staff 
Attorney 
Environment California 
 
Kathleen Schuler 
Environmental Scientist 
Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy 
 
Tracey Easthope 
Director 
Ecology Center of Michigan 
 
Diane McKeown 
Program Director 
Clean Water Action Alliance of MN 
 
Sarah Doll 
Program Director 
Oregon Environmental Council 
 
Pamela K. Miller 
Executive Director 
Alaska Community Action on Toxics 
 
Amanda Hawes 
Toxics Chair 
Worksafe! 
 
Cindy Luppi 
Organizing Director 
CT Clean Water Action 
 
Lee Ketelsen 
New England Director 
Clean Water Action 
 
Aaron D. Wilson 
Executive Director 
Western MassCOSH 
 
Stephen J. Boese 
New York State Director 
Healthy Schools Network 
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Peter Crockett 
Executive Director 
Maine Labor Group on Health 
 
Sarah Anker 
President 
Community Health and Environment 
Coalition 
 
Barbara Rahke 
Director 
Philadelphia Area Project on 
Occupational Safety and Health 
 
Laura Haight 
Senior Environmental Associate 
New York Public Interest Research Group 
 
Jay Feldman 
Executive Director 
Beyond Pesticides 
 
Alexandra Gorman 
Director of Science and Research 
Women’s Voices for the Earth 
 
Jose T. Bravo 
Executive Director 
Just Transition Alliance 
 
Cecil D. Corbin-Mark 
Director of Programs 
WE ACT for Environmental Justice 
 
Max Muller 
Environmental Advocate 
Environment Illinois 
 
Mark Mitchell, MD, MPH 
Executive Director 
Connecticut Coalition for Environmental 
Justice 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bill Walsh 
National Coordinator 
Healthy Building Network 
 
Leonard Akers  
Plumbers & Steamfitters Local Union 157 
Terre Haute, Indiana 
 
Lisa Arkin 
Executive Director 
Oregon Toxics Alliance 
 
LeVonne Stone 
Executive Director 
Fort Ord Environmental Justice Network 
Marina, CA 
 
Rufus Kinney 
Families Concerned About Nerve Gas 
Incineration 
 
Cynthia Wilson 
Citizens for a Clean Environment, Inc. 
Cobleskill, New York 
 
Rachael Bliss 
Kingsport Citizens for a Cleaner 
Environment 
 
Judith Anderson 
President 
Environmental Action Group of WNY 
 
Thomas J. Lowe, RN, MPH, COHN-S 
Health and Safety 
New York State Nurses Association 
 
Karen Joy Miller  
President 
Prevention Is The Cure, Inc    
 
Karen Miller 
Founder 
Huntington Breast Cancer Action 
Coalition, Inc,  
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