Greenpeace Backgrounder on

Global Warming

Just hours after the McCain campaign announced that Alaska Gov.
Sarah Palin would be the GOP vice presidential nominee, Palin told
Newsmax she doesn’t believe in man-made global warming, a position
that puts her out of touch with both McCain, the Bush administration,
and the scientific consensus.

What is your take on global warming and how is it affecting our country?

A changing environment will affect Alaska more than any other state, because of our
location. I'm not one though who would attribute it to being man-made. (http://www.
newsmax.com/headlines/sarah_palin_vp/2008/08/29/126139.html)

Qil

Palin is a strong proponent of oil drilling, regardless of its environ-
mental consequences. She supports drilling in the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge and in offshore beluga whale' and polar bear habitat.
Polar bears in Alaska already have been observed drowning and can-
nibalizing each other due to the melting of their sea ice habitat. The
Southern Beaufort Sea population of polar bears off Alaska’s north
coast has already declined by 17 percent.

Palin has proposed giving an Italian oil company a major financial
break on its planned Beaufort Sea oil field.?

“When | look every day, the big oil company’s building is right out
there next to me, and it’s quite a reminder that we should have mutu-
ally beneficial relationships with the oil industry,” Palin said.®

Endangered Species

Under Palin’s leadership, the State of Alaska filed suit against the De-
partment of Interior to undo the listing of the polar bear as threatened,
even though polar bears are under extreme threat due to the melting of
sea ice from global warming and expanding oil drilling activities.*

Palin also opposed listing beluga whales, which are threatened by
seismic testing and potential oil spills.5 The governor endorses and
defends the aerial shooting of wolves and bears in her state. The prac-
tice chases the animals until they are exhausted and recently included
the slaughter of 14 wolf pups in their den. More information (including
photos and video) at http://www.defenders.org/programs_and_policy/
policy_and_legislation/aerial_hunting.php
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Greenpeace Backgrounder on

Mining

The Pebble Mine project — proposed by foreign mining companies
Anglo-American and Northern Dynasty — would build one of the
world’s largest gold and copper mines in southwest Alaska. Pebble
Mine would sit at the headwaters of two major rivers that drain into
Bristol Bay, America’s most productive salmon fishery. Even without a
major disaster in the earthquake-prone region, the toxic chemicals that
would be used in the mining process pose a major threat to salmon by
interfering with their ability to migrate.® Palin opposed a ballot measure
that would have prohibited mines that contaminated salmon streams.

Contact: Greenpeace Media Director
Glenn Hurowitz, 202-552-1828
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6 Vick, Karl. “Alaskans Weigh the Cost of Gold” Washington Post. December 25, 2007. (http://
www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/12/24/AR2007122401915.html)




