
the areas of recreation and tourism,
currently providing more jobs and
roughly the same total amount of
wages as all the commodity-based sec-
tors combined. Recreation includes
hiking, boating, hunting, rock climbing
and fishing. This keystone forest, in
particular, provides a significant pro-
portion of California’s drinking and
agricultural water, including all the
drinking water for San Francisco. 

Threats
In 2001, the historic Sierra Nevada
Forest Plan Amendment (“the
Framework”), affecting 11.5 million
acres in 11 national forests, was signed
into law. The Sierra Nevada Forest Plan
Amendment was the result of 14 years
of research, planning and cooperative
efforts by the Forest Service, scientists,
community activists, business owners
and environmentalists. The Framework
was the Forest Service’s first compre-

Physical Description
The Sierra Keystone Forest, part of the
larger Sierra Nevada forest ecoregion,
hosts one of the most diverse and
extensive forest ecosystems in North
America. These magnificent forests,
forming a mixed conifer forest land-
scape, provide habitat for many imper-
iled species, including the California
spotted owl, Pacific fisher, Northern
goshawk, American marten, Yosemite
toad and the mountain yellow-legged
frog. This keystone forest contains one
of the highest levels of mammal
endemism in North America. The for-

est is extremely diverse including the
mixed conifer and sequoia forests at
higher elevations, the red fir and
lodgepole pine forests at lower eleva-
tions. The Sequoia National Forest and
Monument contains the world-
renowned groves of giant Sequoia
trees that are among the oldest and
largest trees in the world. The Inyo
National Forest is one of the most used
national forests in the country for
recreation. 

In most Sierra Nevada counties over
the past 25 years, the primary areas of
growth in the economy have been in

*Available data did not necessarily distinguish wilderness from non-wilderness within national parks, so some
wilderness within national parks may be included within this statistic.

Forested BLM Lands (non-wilderness)

Forested National Forest Lands (non-wilderness)

Forested National Wildlife Refuge Lands (non-wilderness)

Forested National Park Lands (non-wilderness)*

Forested Wilderness

Forested miscellaneous public and private preserves

Privately owned, unprotected forest lands

Total Forested Lands

116,659

2,099,926

1,153

817,691

837,434

21,545

732,593

4,627,001

Sequoia National Park, California.
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hensive, Sierra-wide plan to reduce the
threat of wildfire and to protect forest
habitat. It included: 1) a commitment
to restore and protect old-growth for-
est conditions, including all existing
old-growth stands one acre or larger;
2) a prohibition against the cutting of
large trees (20 inches diameter or
greater); and 3) protection for imper-
iled aquatic species by establishing a
comprehensive aquatic and riparian
habitat conservation strategy for all of
the national forest lands in the Sierras.
Despite widespread support for this
plan, the Forest Service, responding to
pressure from the Bush administration,
announced sweeping revisions to the
Framework. The revisions nearly triple
the amount of logging on national
forests and limit safeguards for water
and wildlife.

This keystone forest is also threat-
ened by livestock grazing, conversion
to tree plantations, fire suppression, air
pollution and pathogens. 

Efforts to Increase Protected Areas
The California Wild Heritage Act
(S.1555) would designate some 2.5 mil-
lion acres of wilderness in California
and create more than 400 miles of
Wild and Scenic Rivers. Many of these
additions are located within the Sierra
Keystone Forest.

Written by David G. Graves
Sierra Nevada Forest Protection
Campaign
www.sierracampaign.org
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