
Turning Politicians into Leaders Tip Sheet

We know that there is no other issue more worth fighting for than global warming but, our

politicians have failed to recognize this. It is past time that our elected officials step up to

the challenge of global warming and take the lead by implementing climate solutions. We

need to make sure that President Obama, Congress and the Senate put science back in its

rightful place and quit being fooled by corporate polluters.

In order to turn politicians into leaders we need to utilize a variety of tactics and resources

and mobilize a grassroots movement to demand immediate action. From birdogging to

lobbying, we will make sure our message is visible everywhere our politicians go. From

letter writing to postcarding, our politicians will be hearing from concerned Americans all

across the country.  Here are a variety of tactics you can use to get your politicians to be

leaders on the issue of global warming. Grab some friends to help you out, be creative and

make sure that your elected officials feel the heat.

Personal Letters
Some say handwritten letters are the most powerful way to send a message to elected

leaders. Are you ready to get personal? Tell your politicians how climate change is affecting

you and what you are doing about it.

   1. Reserve a table and space on campus.

   2. Gather your materials: paper, pens, sample letter, posters, volunteer sign up sheet.

   3. Ask students on campus to write hand-written letters to their politicians about how

   important global warming is to them.

   4. Deliver the letters to the politician(s) by mail, fax, or in person at their office doorstep.

Birddogging
Nothing affects a politician quite like a voter getting all up in their district. If you’re bird-

dogging, you’re showing up everywhere the candidate goes (speaking gigs, press

conferences, fundraisers, etc) with a simple message for them. The key is to be visible and

gain the attention of the crowd and the candidate with a respectful and polite inquiry about

global warming. If your politician won’t budge, feel free to escalate tactics by bringing in

banners, disrupting events, or other tactics.

   1. Call your politician’s office to find out their calendar of public events.

   2. Get a couple of friends or a whole group together that want to participate.

   3. Get prepared by making posters or a banner and write up a few short questions for

   when you get your 15 seconds in the spotlight.

   4. Attend the event, be visible and ask your questions.

Invite your Politicians to Campus
Having a big event on campus? Participating in a day of action? Invite your politician to join

you! Inviting your politician to campus is a great way to show that students in their district

care about climate change and are implementing climate solutions on campus.



   1. Contact your official’s local office by phone to request their presence at your event on

campus.

   2. Follow up with your official’s scheduler to confirm their attendance.

   3. Plan your event. Determine what kind of event you want to have: town-hall style

meeting? Festival with speakers? Teach-in?

   4. Reserve a space on campus for your event.

   5. Outreach to everyone on campus and get them to come to your event.

   6. After the event, be sure to send a thank you letter to your official.

Get Media Attention
Everything you do in public can involve the media. Keep your message positive and simple.

“Global warming is the biggest issue affecting our generation. Politicians XX needs to step

up and vote to cut global warming pollution by 80% by 2050.” A surefire way to generate

buzz for your campaign is to consistently get covered in the campus and community

newspaper.

• Write a Letter to the Editor

Global warming is a hot issue! Scan your newspaper for articles on energy or global

warming or anything that you can relate to global warming and respond with a letter to

the editor about how our politicians need to step up and be leaders on the issue of

global warming. The paper wants to hear from you! Just be sure that the letter is 250

words or less.

• Invite the media to your event

        1. Write a press advisory that details your event and invites the media to come.

        2. Create a list of local media.

        3. Email your press release to the media and follow up with a phone call to make sure

they received it.

        5. Create a press packet for the media which includes a press advisory and more

information on your campaign.

        4. Designate a media spokesperson and have them give the media a press packet at the

event. The spokesperson will answer any questions the media has. Remember that

anything you say in front of the media can show up in the paper. If you don’t know the

answer to a reporter’s question, ask to get back to them.

        5. Write a press release that details what took place at your event and email it to your

media contact list. Be sure to thank the media that attended your event.

• Use campus media

From campus television to radio, there are numerous ways to spread the word on

campus about the issue of global warming. Having an event on campus? Or a group

meeting? Want to discuss a project you are working on? Contact your campus

newspaper, television and radio to share your stories and invite other students to get

involved.

Collect Postcards
Have your peers sign the postcard urging President Obama to be a leader on global

warming. Use this to recruit people to your group or to turn out to events. Follow these

steps to collect postcards:

   1. Write students@sfo.greenpeace.org to request postcards.

   2. Find a space: reserve a table on campus, use a common room or any other public

   space.

   3. Get friends to help! Have a few friends volunteer to collect postcards. Make posters to

   advertise the event!



   4. Postcard! Ask everyone and their friends to sign a postcard.

Reach Out on Campus
So many students on your campus care about the climate and want to take action to save

it. You’re an organizer; you can show them how!

• Recruit students by hitting campus hard with outreach event. Set up a table on

campus asking students to write personal letters. Ask everyone who writes a letter if

they will help you win your campaign. Have members of your group call anyone who is

interested to come to your events and help recruit more folks.

• Build Coalitions. Find all of the other environmental and social justice groups that care

about global warming and turn up the heat!

Online Communication
If you can’t beat ‘em, email them. Use those internet connections you’ve got on Facebook

and campus listservs. Write a sample email to a politician asking for them to be a leader on

global warming and ask everyone at school to send it to the candidates.

Keep us update on your progress!  We love to hear how it is going and are happy

to answer questions you have!  You can reach us at students@sfo.greenpeace.org


