
WE HAVE A PROBLEM:
•  We are fishing out the seas, with almost no regulations 

on how much fish are caught or what techniques  
are used.

•  Already 90% of the planet’s large fish such as tuna, 
marlin and swordfish are gone.1

•  Factory ships make up one percent of the global fishing 
fleet but vacuum up half of the 95 million tons of fish 
caught every year.2 

•  Every year, 27 million tons of unwanted “bycatch”, 
including 300,000 whales, dolphins and porpoises, die 
unnecessarily in fishing nets.3 

SOLUTION:
•  Establish a worldwide network of marine reserves 

off-limits to commercial fishing.

•  Halt high seas bottom trawling immediately.

•  End the Flag of Convenience system that allows 
industrial fishers to flout international law.

•  Protect entire ecosystems rather than manage one 
species at a time.

WHAT YOU CAN DO:
•  Tell Congress to push for a global network of marine 

reserves or “ocean parks.”

•  Urge elected officials to support a United Nations 
moratorium on high seas bottom trawling, that clear 
cuts the ocean floor.

•  Tell Congress to protect whole ecosystems rather than 
manage species by species.

•  Ask your local stores and restaurants where their seafood 
comes from. Tell them that you will only buy seafood 
caught or farmed sustainably.

“�Fishing�is�one�of�the�biggest�impacts�humans�
have�on�the�sea.�If�we�fail�to�curb�that�then�
we� will� fail� in� our� efforts� to� restore� the�
marine�environment.”

Professor Callum Roberts, 
 marine conservation biologist at York University, 

England.
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TAKE ACTION  
TO SAVE OUR SEAS

The Issue
Our oceans are being fished into oblivion. Vast factory ships, often 
sailing under Flags of Convenience, roam the high seas vacuuming 
up fish faster than stocks can replenish themselves. Destructive, 
new techniques such as bottom-trawling, devised to catch 
previously inaccessible deep-sea species, are wreaking havoc with 
fragile underwater ecosystems. Each time a population collapses, 
the ships simply look deeper into the blue for new species. Tuna, 
cod, marlin, flounder, skate… the list of collapsed stocks grows 
longer every year. Meanwhile, subsistence fishing communities, 
which depend on plentiful local fish, are unable to make a living. 
The long term consequences of our pillaging of the high seas are 
not fully understood; scientists don’t even know if many stocks 
will ever recover. But one thing is certain, without real change, the 
fishing industry will one day put itself out of business. There will 
be no fish left to catch.

The Solution
It’s not yet too late. An immediate moratorium on bottom-
trawling and the establishment of a global network of marine 
reserves off-limits to commercial fishing would be a big first 
step. We also need a more cautious and far-sighted approach to 
fisheries management, one which leaves more fish in the ocean 
for other marine species, such as dolphins and whales, which 
depend on them. The Flag of Convenience system, which allows 
rogue fishing companies to register vessels in any country with 
lax enforcement, should be abolished. The U.S. government is in 
a strong position to champion these measures. All that’s needed is 
the political will.

The Opposition
From the Chesapeake Bay to the Bering Sea, fishing industry 
representatives pack regulatory agencies and set policies that put 
short-term profit above the health of our oceans. Meanwhile, 
the U.S. government insists on “managing” fisheries one stock at 
a time, refusing to recognize the complex relationships between 
species and the massive damage that we are doing to entire marine 
ecosystems.

What You Can Do  

SEND A MESSAgE: Tell Congress to push for a worldwide 
network of marine reserves, more precautionary catch limits and 
an international moratorium on bottom-trawling.

SHOP SMART:  If you eat seafood, ask where it comes from 
and how it was caught before you buy.  Is it from a destructive 
fishery that uses bottom trawling or results in a lot of bycatch?  
Does the fishery impact other species in the ecosystem?

gET INVOLVED:  On campus or online at:  
www.greenpeaceusa.org/getinvolved

www.greenpeaceusa.org/oceans

FPO
greenpeace
Victories  

•  In April 2006, U.S. seafood giant Gorton’s and its Japanese 
parent company Nissui agree to get out of whaling.

•  In August 2005, the Atlantic States Marines Fisheries 
Commission limits catches in the Chesapeake Bay of the 
menhaden, a small, deep-sea fish on which many other 
species depend.

•  In 1998, the European Union agrees to phase out all driftnet 
fishing.

•  In 1989, the United Nations passes a moratorium on high 
seas driftnets.
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