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Greenpeace exists because this fragile Earth deserves a voice. It needs solutions. It needs 
change. It needs action! 

Greenpeace is an independent global campaigning organisation that acts to change 
attitudes and behaviour, to protect and conserve the environment and to promote peace. 
 
Greenpeace has been working in Africa to end environmental destruction and fighting for the 
right of Africans to a healthy environment since the early 1990s. 

Campaigns focus on climate change, destruction of forests and stopping the stripping of life 
from the oceans.

for more information, please contact iafrica@greenpeace.org or safrica@greenpeace.org
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Dear friends and supporters,
Welcome to your Greenpeace Africa Newsletter!
My name is Michael O’Brien-Onyeka 
and it is a great privilege for me to take 
the reins of Greenpeace Africa. The last 
20 years of my life have been devoted to 
seeking human and environmental justice 
across the globe previously with Amnesty 
international and more recently with 
Oxfam.

My position at Greenpeace Africa will 
draw upon every one of my professional 
experiences. But I know that I have big 
shoes to fill taking over from Ann Lamont 
who diligently served as Greenpeace 
Africa Interim Executive Director. This is 
where you come in. 

Most of us have experienced some kind 
of change to our environment, and that 
as these changes deepen, poor people 
are more likely to be negatively affected. 
So if we’re serious about ending poverty 
and suffering in Africa we must fight the 
impacts that are already being felt across 
the continent and demand real, immediate 
change in the actions of our governments.

With your continued support, and that 
of the dedicated staff and volunteers 
at Greenpeace Africa, we have the 
opportunity to make solid gains on 
protecting the environment and ushering 
in a better world where the resources 
of this beautiful continent are used in a 
sustainable way to the benefit of Africa’s 
people. 

As we send out this newsletter I would 
also like to say we were astounded by the 
warm welcome all our supporters gave 
Greenpeace’s latest ship the Rainbow 
Warrior during its visit to South Africa

In this issue of the newsletter, I am 
delighted to introduce the people behind 
the success of Greenpeace in Africa. 
People from diverse socio-cultural and 
political backgrounds who all share a 
common passion for the environment, and 
a vision for a better Africa. A passion, a 
goal, and a vision that has driven them to 
take up a fight that will inevitably pave a 
path for a sustainable future for themselves 
and generations after them 

On behalf of the Greenpeace Africa 
family, I will like to thank you for your loyal 
support and urge you to be steadfast in 
your commitment to a healthy planet. The 
battle for environmental justice is one that 
will only be won collectively. 

Thank you!

 
Michael
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We Owe our Triumphs To You
By Nosipho Mabaleka

Coming from a corporate background with 
specific ways of working, Greenpeace 
Africa has opened up a totally new world for 
me. There have been great opportunities 
for learning as well as plenty to contribute 
to.  I joined over six months ago and I must 
admit I still feel elated everyday.

At first glance the campaigns appear to 
be daunting and the tasks we have set 
for ourselves insurmountable. Oftentimes 
we do not have the financial support or 
capacity when an idea is formulated.

As a major donor fundraiser, I have had 
the privilege of engaging with a variety 
of contributors to our work – foundations, 
major donors and financial supporters. 
This has shown me the solidarity people 

across the continent have for our case. As  
a result I always feel committed to carry 
on working. It is indeed heartening to see 
individuals from various social strata gather 
together to support Greenpeace Africa.  

As one supporter said to me “often times 
I have seen the work of Greenpeace and 
wondered how I can be part of it, now that 
I am a supporter I can say ‘I am part of that 
work’ !’’  

It’s people like this supporter and you that 
make our work worthwhile, thank you.

Our supporters are the greatest force 
behind our successes and I feel truly 
honoured to have the opportunity to 
continue our work in partnership with you!

6
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Thank you SA’s 
Shopping Malls for 
Investing Your Space 
in Our Work 

My Name is Lesego Pitsa aged twenty 
seven  and I work with Greenpeace Africa 
as a Venue Officer.  I am responsible for 
ensuring that our fund raising team always 
has a venue where we can engage with 
members of the public. Where we can 
encourage people like you - our donors to  
sign up to Greenpeace Africa. 

When I joined Greenpeace, I was a face- 
to-face fund raiser, an opportunity that has 
helped me to get a deeper understanding 

of Greenpeace Africa’s vision. This has 
enabled me to execute my duties with 
unwavering passion for the organisation.

Interestingly, giving to Greenpeace Africa 
and making our work possible is not the 
only way you can get involved with us. 
There are many ways to become a part 
of, including becoming a volunteer, an 
activist and a supporter, simply visit our 
website, sign up for our newsletters, follow 
us on twitter @greenpeaceafric or like our 
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By Lesego Pitsa

facebook page on greenpeace africa for 
more information.

As venue officer, I am highly appreciative 
of all the shopping malls that continue to 
support Greenpeace Africa. I have great 
pleasure to mention that all the shopping 
malls in which we fundraise offer us the 
venues free of charge. One mall in particular 
has taken Greenpeace Africa’s cause to 
heart by offering us their mall for the whole of 
2012.  Thank you Greenstone Mall!

From me, and the rest of my colleagues 
at Greenpeace Africa, thank you to 
management of shopping malls in 
Johannesburg, Durban, Cape Town and 
Eastern Cape that have gone an extra mile 
for Greenpeace Africa and its cause, we 
would not have achieved our targets and 
our programmes for the lives, livelihoods 
and habitats in Africa without your support. 

9
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Promoting 
Renewable 
Energy
By Ruth Mhlanga

I am a 26 year old Zimbabwean with a 
bachelor of commerce (Honours) degree 
from Rhodes University where I majored 
in management and law. I want to be part 
of the solution, in finding ways to help 
the most vulnerable people affected by 
environmental and social injustices.

In my role as the Youth and Solutions 
Campaigner for Greenpeace Africa, I am 
driven by the knowledge that it is possible 
to change the world if we work hard and 
long enough.

I am part of a Greenpeace team that is 
not afraid to challenge any person when 
it comes to protecting the environment. In 
a world where few are willing to be held 
accountable for the things that have gone 
wrong, we at Greenpeace have taken 
the responsibility of working with others, 
encouraging people from all walks of life, 
holding governments and corporations 
and walking the talk, when it comes to 
protecting the environment.

As Greenpeace Africa, we believe that 
South Africa is ideally positioned to use 
renewable energy now. The country has 
both the opportunity and technology 
which can be exploited to mitigate climate 

change through a transition to renewable 
energy as a main power source. 

When I think about the future, I can 
confidently say that I am part of a great 
team committed to ensuring that together 
with you we can secure a more sustainable 
life for our planet.

Join us by putting words into action and 
engage in environmentally sustainable 
activities daily. Be part of the change, hold 
our leaders to account, urge corporates 
to take action and take a step to make a 
difference.

Here are a few tips on what we can do: 
• walk instead of driving where possible, 
• switch off appliances when not in use, 
• invest in energy efficient appliances 
• and if possible rely on renewable energy  
 the sun and wind as a power source.

I also urge you to challenge the South 
African government to make the necessary 
transition to renewable energy as the main 
source of power for South Africa. Visit 
www.UseMeMore.co.za  

10

Don’t just join the 
revolution lead the  
Energy [R]evolution!
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Volunteering For Greenpeace Africa 
By Diana Waters

Some may know me as Bambi eyes, 
Wellington Jane or just plain old Diana. I 
am a third year student, studying for my 
Bachelor degree in Education at Wits 
University. 

I am also a Greenpeace Africa volunteer, 
activist and yes, I am a climber. I must 
admit that being arrested isn’t as 
glamorous as I had thought, it was such 
a long process and the holding cells were 
creepy, the worst part of it having to say  
goodbye to three of our foreign team 
members. Meeting Kumi Naidoo was a 
bonus. I’m proud to have been part of such 
and outstanding team at COPE.

I am driven by passion, if I do not feel 
committed to something, I just do not do 
it. Luckily for me, I am committed to most, 
if not all the values and beliefs behind 
Greenpeace.

I believe that if you are  going to do anything 
in this life time, you should at least make 
sure that you are making the world a better 
place in some small (or big) way.

The reason why I love Greenpeace Africa 
is because it is not the kind of organisation 
that conforms to the rules and norms of 
society. To some people, Greenpeace 
members of staff are just loud and proud, 
with the information and research to 
back up their discrepancies. Yet, with the 
climate crisis we are experiencing, sitting 
back and trying not to break the rules or 
offend anyone is not going to bring about 
an environmental revolution. Greenpeace 
gives me the platform to stand up for what 
I believe in and be part of something that 
will contribute to the “salvation” of Mother 
Earth.

Working for Greenpeace Africa has been 
a huge dream of mine and being involved 
as an activist is like being a part of the 
Greenpeace family.

When injustices exist, someone should 
do something, someone should say 
something,  someone should help. Let that 
someone be you!

A Platform To Stand Up To What I Believes In  

12
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Seeking to Restore West Africa’s Degraded 
Marine Environment By Bakary Coulibaly

13

My name is Bakary Coulibaly, and I am a 
37 year old father of one. A Senegalese, I 
am the Oceans Communication Officer for 
Greenpeace Africa working in Dakar. 

I joined Greenpeace Africa in March 2012. 
Despite being new in the organisation, 
I can however,  trace my love for this 
organisation to more than a decade ago.  
It all started in 2000, when I was in my 
third year at the University of  Gaston 
Berger of Saint Louis. There, I was 
required to choose between majoring in 
Environment or Planning and Land Use. 
I chose the Environment, and our group 
was nicknamed “Greenpeace”.

This stirred me to understand the origins 
of the name Greenpeace. It was while 
researching on Internet, that I came 
across the Greenpeace International 
website. I read about the different ways 
in which the organisation was involved in 
promoting friendly behaviour towards the 
environment and  exposing crimes against 

the planet. Since then, I have been a 
passionate follower of the organisation. 

Joining Greenpeace Africa has been a 
dream come true for me as this organisation 
has achieved a lot in the four decades  it 
has dedicated to protecting the planet.  
This takes a lot of passion, motivation 
determination and the generosity of like 
minded people like our Greenpeace Africa 
supporters.   

I am happy to be involved  in the campaign 
against the theft of fish from African 
seas and to develop viable alternatives 
to overfishing. As Greenpeace we are 
proposing alternatives that will help 
develop a locally operated and financially 
viable fishing industry.

One that will protect livelihoods, alleviate 
poverty and ensure the supply of vital 
food to my fellow Senegalese, the many 
Africans, and the countelss people that 
depend on fish. 

© Greenpeace Africa, Greenpeace staff meet with Macky Sall during the Senegalese presidential elections, 2012.
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Thirty Years As a Fisherman

14

My name is Abdou Karim Sall. I was born 
in - Joal Fadiouth, a fishing community in 
Senegal in December 1966. I am married 
with six children; one boy and 5 girls – the 
first being 16 years old.

I come from a family of fishermen – my 
father and his father before him were 
fishermen -  and as a result I am very 
knowledgeable on fishing issues in 
Senegal. I have been in the industry 
for over 30 years.  I spent several years 
working on Europeans vessels but I was 
shocked and angry at the catch and the 
by-catch. It was because of this that I 

decide to quit working in these industrial 
vessels.

 I am now the president of the Fishermen 
Association of Joal Fadiouth, president of 
the Committee of the Marine Reserve of 
Joal, as well the president of the Committee 
of Marine Reserve in West Africa. I am 
driven by the passion to preserve our 
seas. I believe  that my generation will be 
accountable for the fish supply to future 
generations.

Fishing used to be a stable sector.  I could 
live a good life as a fisherman  but now 

Abdou Karim Sall speaking to media during the fishermens’ caravan.
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Thirty Years As a Fisherman By Abdou Karim Sall - Article translated from French to English

Abdou Karim Sall Has Seen It All In The West African Waters 

15

I earn ten times less than when I started 
many years ago.

I love Greenpeace because it is a voice 
for the voiceless. It  is thanks to the fishing 
communities and Greenpeace that the 
29 fishing licenses were cancelled by the 
government of Senegal. 

It is thanks to the Greenpeace ship “Artic 
Sunrise’’ that fishermen in Senegal now 
know what is going on at sea; and have 
joined forces to put an end to the plunder 
of our God-given resources.

The team at Greenpeace are a champion 
and a showcase for my community. I thank 
Greenpeace for making it possible for me 
to speak on behalf of my people and also 
to benefit from its expertise by empowering 
fishermen’s association with tools to 
amplify our cause against the depletion of 
Senegal’s rich marine resources.
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Winner of Greenpeace Poetry 
Competition

Mvumbi Saleh Clemence

My name is  Mvumbi  Saleh  Clemence. 
A passionate  Congolese, I am studying 
biochemistry at Lycee Kabambare. I am a 
third born in a family of four. I have three 
sisters.  My dream is to become a medical 
doctor, specialising in paediatrics because 
I love children.

I get my inspiration from my country’s 
diverse nature reserves and my school. 
My father is my mentor and we are very 
close. 

In the next three years, I see myself 
pursuing my studies in Europe preferably 
in Switzerland since this country is 
considered the birthplace of medicine 
research. But I will return to my home 
country one day to protect our people.

I like Greenpeace Africa because it fights 
for a good cause namely to safeguard 
the environment. I believe that nature is a 
blessing that God has given us. In addition, 

Greenpeace involves citizens of the world 
in its noble mission. I feel honoured to 
have won the Greenpeace Africa poetry 
competition on the Congo forest.

Greenpeace Africa made it possible for 
me to express my  thoughts on the Congo 
Rain Forest.  This has made me appreciate 
this natural gift even more.

To my fellow young Africans I say, never 
give up when fighting for a good cause. 
Please continue supporting the cause to 
protect our future. I think that in the long run 
the whole world will come to understand 
that by destroying the ecosystem, we put 
our lives in danger. 

Friends, by working together we can make 
a big difference today, we can get our 
leaders to listen and act, and ensure a 
sustainable future.

A Word From A 17 Year Old Greenpeace lover In The DRC 

Mvumbi  Saleh  Clemence was the winner of the 2011 schools poetry completion 
supported by Greenpeace Africa in the DRC.  The competition was launched to 
provide a platform for young  Congolese share their thoughts on the world’s second 
largest rainforest, the Congo Basin Forest, of which at least 60% lies in the DRC. Over 
800 entries were received during the competition. 
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Winner of Greenpeace Poetry 
Competition
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My first Encounter with Environmental 
Injustice 
By Mbong A. Fokwa Tsafack

Douala the economic capital of Cameroon 
is my city of birth. The hustle and bustle 
that characterises this city is phenomenal,  
its people are warm and friendly.  The city 
owes it status of economic capital to its 
busy port and it is this seaport that first 
brought environmental destruction to my 
doorstep.

As a young girl, walking to school in 
the scorching sun was a part of my 
daily routine. While en route, you could 
hardly ignore the frequency with which 
trucks, loaded with freshly-cut trees 
were transported for shipment.  I often 
wondered at the despair of  those whose 
trees had been cut -having no place to 
cool down from the heat. 

I grew up to know it was a much bigger 
problem than someone’s cooling spot 
being cut - it was the rainforest being 
destroyed. Yes, the rainforest, which 
besides helping to cool the planet, does 
contribute to mitigate the effects of climate 
change and purify the air we breathe. 
Large scale deforestation was going on 
but no one seemed worried about it, more 
disturbing no one was speaking up against 
it. I thought someone should.

 I have been a communicator for the most 
part of my life, studied journalism,  worked 
as a journalist, moved to South Africa for 
an Masters in Corporate communication, 
then heard about Greenpeace Africa. 

The mission and vision of this organisation 
immediately resonated with me, as it 
echoed my concerns for the diminishing 
forests. I  had finally found a place where I 
could add my voice to others speaking up 
against environmental destruction.

I joined Greenpeace as communications 
manager in 2010. Exposing crimes 
against the environment through the 
media is where my job starts but hearing 
and acting against it is where our collective 
responsibility begins.

Take action today and leave a legacy of 
environmental justice for generations after 
you.

18
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Act Now To Protect the Planet
By Brett Trollope

My name is Brett Trollope and I am in the 
Actions Department. I joined Greenpeace 
a year ago, after a work history that include 
nature guiding, diving and fire fighting 
among others. My interaction with people 
from over thirty regions around the world 
has increased my zeal to protect the earth, 
our common habitat.

My driving force is that we only have one 
planet that we must protect. In my lifetime, 
the number of human beings living on 
earth has increased by over two billion. 
As population pressures mount against 
the planets limited resources, the need for 
environmental awareness becomes ever 
more important.

I get to work on campaigns against 
environmental threats and injustice and 
spread awareness to people about issues 
that will directly affect their wellbeing. 

I am part of an organisation that is not 
afraid to stand up to big companies and 
governments.

By working with Greenpeace, I feel 
that I am approaching my future with 
my eyes open. I am aware of the 
environmental challenges that we all 
face, the environmental injustices that 
continues to happen every day, my own 
personal impact on the planet and how I 
can change simple things every day for a 
healthy environment.  

My request to our Greenpeace Africa 
supporters is for you to continue the 
good work you already invest in the 
environment. I urge you not to be blinded 
by the greenwash of our leaders, decision 
makers and service providers. Always ask 
yourself whether your actions are in your 
interest and the interest of the planet.

19

My first Encounter with Environmental 
Injustice 

Source: Joel Pett, USA Today
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My  Inspiration
By Angela Karnien

I joined Greenpeace in 2011 as a 
volunteer, because I wanted to get hands-
on experience in their exciting campaigns. 
My curiosity grew into passion and I ended 
up volunteering full-time, my enthusiasm 
soon landed me an internship in the 
communications department. 

I am inspired by Greenpeace’ mission to 
protect the environment. I wake up every 
morning feeling like a super hero, knowing 
that my work and contribution makes a 
positive difference in this world. 

I love Greenpeace for the way 
environmental principles are upheld. Core 
values are reflected in all environmental 
campaign work. The “peace in Greenpeace” 
is mirrored in the way we ‘bear witness’ to 
environmental destruction - in a peaceful, 
non-violent manner. Our “Independence”, 
elates me, we have no permanent allies 
or adversaries in exposing threats to the 
environment and finding solutions. Better 

yet we ensure our financial independence 
from political or commercial interests, 
making Greenpeace incorruptible. WE 
rely on your support.

What the future holds is disturbing, but we 
all have the solutions, unless we protect 
our natural resources, biodiversity and 
use sustainable energy sources, they will 
be exploited to the point of devastation. 
The earth will neither be able to feed its 
people nor guarantee the sustainable use 
of its resources. The work we do truly aims 
to better the future of generations to come. 
I believe Greenpeace is one of those 
organisations that together with you hold 
the key to a sustainable tomorrow.

My request to Greenpeace Africa’s 
supporters is that you keep up the 
good work, and from a communications 
perspective, that you spread the word of 
a green future for our children and their 
children’s children. 

20
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My  Inspiration
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Meet Tracy Moyo

I am the office manager who is responsible 
for the overall upkeep of our offices. This 
includes others, maintenance of the 
building, cleaning and procurement of 
office supplies.

As I execute my duties I am always 
conscious of the environment, hence the 
emphasis on green office equipment, 
green cleaning products and organic 
office supplies.

As a  member of the Green Committee at 
Greenpeace Africa, our role is to ensure 
that we practice what we preach in the 
office.  This is a very exciting committee 
as we learn environment friendly tips that 
are useful in our daily lives

I am driven by personal achievement 
and growth, people I work with and the 
organisation I work for.

In three years’ time would like to 
have acquired my BCom in Business 
Administration. This is a big challenge 

because besides my responsibilities at 
work, I am a mother to two young girls. It 
is my wish that they and their friends grow 
in a healthy environment.

I love the passion and commitment of the 
organisation. Greenpeace, believes that 
the whole world should be aware of how 
its actions now will affect our future. Let us 
preserve the Earth today to safeguard our 
tomorrow.  

I envisage a future where Greenpeace 
becomes a household name in my country 
Zimbabwe and across Africa, so that 
people understand our vision on climate 
change and the fact that it is not too late 
to make amends where we have already 
made mistakes.

Let’s continue to work together for 
environmental justice because as parents 
we are responsible for our children’s 
survival on this Earth.

She Ensures The Smooth Running Of The 
Greenpeace Africa Office 
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During the last 18 months we have been  fighting against 
over fishing in West Africa waters. We felt a sense of pride 
and victory following the announcement on the April 30th, 
2012, by the Senegalese Fishery and Maritime Affairs 
Minister of the cancellation of 29 fishing licenses granted 
to foreign vessels by the former government.

Our story began with a dream; then there were a few 
ideas on the future of our oceans. Through the caravan 
“My Voice, My Future” , the online petition, the Ship Tour, 
meetings with political parties and fishermen associations, 
awareness campaigns on the ground, face to face 
meetings with political leaders including his Excellency 
Macky Sall,  the new President of the Republic of Senegal, 
we made it happen.

What a pleasure to see that we made a huge success in 
our goal to defend the West African waters threatened by 
over fishing from the foreign vessels!

We know we will succeed with your support. You have 
given us an invigorating energy that flows within us and 
help us to continue to grow and to want more.

THANK YOU! 
 
Bakary Coulibaly

Oceans Communication Officer 
Greenpeace Africa Senegal Office

Greenpeace Africa has offices 

in Democratic Republic of 

Congo, Senegal & South Africa. 

To contact Greenpeace Africa, 

please use the details below.

DRC Office:

Greenpeace
11,Kauka, Q/ Royal, Gombe/
Kinshasa, République 
Démocratique du Congo

Senegal Office:

2, Avenue Hassan II, 6eme etage, 
Dakar, Senegal

South Africa Office:

10A and 10B Clamart House, 
Clamart Road, Richmond, 
Johannesburg, South Africa

Postal address:

Greenpeace Africa
PostNet Suite 125
Private Bag X09, Melville
Johannesburg, 2109
South Africa

Tel: +27 (0)11 482 4696
Fax: +27 (0)11 482 8157
iafrica@greenpeace.org

For supporters: 

+27 (0)11 726 2404
safrica@greenpeace.org 

Website: 

www.greenpeaceafrica.org

Dear friends and supporters


