
Dear Ms Zelda Wentzel !
I am writing to you today to express my deep concern over the recent rejection by 
Airports Company South Africa (ACSA) of two Greenpeace Africa billboards 
highlighting issues around the current nuclear energy debate in South Africa. The 
billboards in question were supposed to go up in the Cape Town International 
Airport during December 2014 and January 2015. 
  
The reason given by ACSA for rejecting the billboards was that Cape Town 
International Airport ‘does not encourage Political parties or other Forums to use 
the airport as a Platform to target Political Parties and the broader region.’ Please 
could you urgently provide Greenpeace Africa with the formal regulations that ACSA 
has for organisations who want to advertise in Cape Town International Airport (or 
any airport in South Africa), upon which I assume the decision to reject the 
Greenpeace billboards was based. 
  
The National Development Plan (which has been adopted by cabinet) calls for a 
rethink of the new nuclear build programme, and a serious assessment of costs of 
nuclear investments. In addition, the draft IRP-Update states categorically that new 
nuclear investments should not be considered (at least until 2025) due specifically 
to reduced electricity demand forecasts. However, despite this, the South African 
government has stated categorically that it will be going ahead with new nuclear 
investments, and is signing nuclear co-operation agreements with countries like 
Russia, which are not transparent and seem to indicate irregularities in the 
procurement process itself. This is a very serious matter of grave concern that puts 
all South Africans at risk. As such, the billboards themselves are in the public 
interest, since all South Africans will pay the price for new nuclear investments 
through increased electricity prices, and a future that is locked into nuclear. 
  
Greenpeace is not targeting a political party through these billboards, we are 
highlighting that the current process is not transparent, un-democratic, and is 
therefore (particularly since the new nuclear reactors are likely to cost up to R1 
trillion) also a potential corruption scandal in the making. We believe that all South 
Africans need to be aware of the decisions that are being taken on their behalf, and 
must be able to take action to stop these decisions from going any further, should 
they wish to. The aim of the Greenpeace Africa billboards is simply to raise 
questions and highlight inconsistencies in the current nuclear energy processes 
being undertaken by government, and to provide a platform for people to find out 
more about the issue and take action, should they wish to. Greenpeace Africa feels 
strongly that these discussions need to be brought into a public forum and the 
actions taken by Cape Town International Airport essentially amount to censorship. 
  
I therefore strongly urge you to reconsider your decision and allow the billboards to 
go up in Cape Town International Airport. 
  
I also wish to inform you that we do plan to communicate about this issue publicly in 
the very near future, and if we do not receive a reply from you by Wednesday the 



3rd of December we will be forced to seek legal advice in order to consider all of 
our options in this matter. I look forward to hearing from you. 
  
Kind Regards 
  
Michael O’Brien-Onyeka 
Executive Director 
Greenpeace Africa


