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Greenpeace exists because this fragile Earth deserves a voice. It 
needs solutions. It needs change. It needs action! 

Greenpeace is an independent global campaigning organisation that 
acts to change attitudes and behaviour, to protect and conserve the 
environment and to promote peace. 
 
Greenpeace has been working in Africa to end environmental 
destruction and fighting for the right of Africans to a healthy 
environment since the early 1990s. 

Campaigns focus on climate change, destruction of forests and 
stopping the stripping of life from the oceans.

for more information, please contact iafrica@greenpeace.org or 

safrica@greenpeace.org
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Dear Greenpeace Africa supporters
What a year this has been! We have hired 
staff, published cutting edge research 
reports and taken our protests onto the 
streets, out to sea and into the forests.

But nothing can match our international 
boss, the South African born and bred 
Kumi Naidoo risking life and limb in the 
unimaginably cold Arctic, climbing up an 
oil rig to get its owners to listen to how 
the world felt about it destroying a pristine 
reserve.

We followed suit in South Africa, dumping 
coal on Eskom’s doorstop to make it aware of 
what we discovered in our reports on the true 
cost of coal and nuclear to South Africa.

Just before COP 17 began, we went across 
to Mpumalanga, where we climbed up 
the massive cranes that are being used 
to build the gargantuan Kusile coal fired 
energy plant.

In West Africa, we took to the water to 
continue policing the huge foreign trawler 
fleets, but we also took the affected local 
fishermen to Europe to shame the people 
there about what the foreign fleets were 
doing in their name. When Europe’s 
governments next sit down to consider 
their fishing laws, they will remember the 
people they met and think hard upon the 
consequences of their decisions before 
passing laws. Back in Africa, our sustained 
media work has delayed the granting of 
25 Mauritanian fishing licences to Chinese 
fleets. Now our next targets are Ghana and 
Senegal, where we want to cut the foreign 
licences by half.

In the Congo basin, in the centre of the 
continent, we continue to campaign against 
the wanton destruction of the rainforest 
fuelled by corrupt officials and loggers. 
We’ve successfully exposed the venality ©
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Dear Greenpeace Africa supporters
of leading logging companies Sodefor and 
Siforco and the brutality of the Congolese 
soldiers and national police who descended 
on the villagers of Yalisika in the Bumba 
area raping women and beating men this 
year.

Over and above our three campaign areas, 
we’ve also been hard at work identifying 
our environmental challenges on the 
continent and telling people about them. 
These issues are many, unfortunately, like 
fracking, toxic waste, genetically modified 
grain, sustainable agriculture and the 
impact of climate change on women in 
Africa.

What’s been particularly heartening for 
all of us working fulltime for Greenpeace 
Africa, has been the steady growth of 
supporters and volunteers – the lifeblood 
of our organisation.

We are at a critical part of our work in 
Africa, but we stand on the threshold of a 
brand new year with confidence, renewed 
energy and a burning commitment to take 
the momentum of 2011 to make 2012 
unforgettable in the war to save the world.

We look forward to doing it with you. Get 
more involved if you can, spread the world 
to family and friends to become part of the 
sustainable future, either as supporters or 
volunteers.

Go to the http://www.greenpeace.org/
africa/en/Use-Me-More/ to find out how
you can start.

Until then, I wish you a green and great 
holiday season and a very good start to the 
New Year.

Ann Lamont
Interim Executive Director



Climate & Energy 
If ever there was a perfect time for the 
Energy (R)evolution, that time is now.

The world is meeting in Durban for COP17, 
discussing how to cut carbon emissions 
and stop climate change. The fact though 
is that the South African government is one 
of the biggest offenders.

Greenpeace Africa spent much of the year 
drafting and releasing benchmark reports 
on everything from the country’s coal 
addiction to its dangerous flirtation with 
cheap and dangerous nuclear options. We 
also provided solutions. We showed just 
how, by adopting our Energy (R)evolution 
and using South Africa’s incredibly 
storehouse of renewable energy sources, 
the country could become an international 
leader. We proved 
how many jobs could 
be created and we 

showed how ordinary South Africans could 
say hello to a future of energy security.

This wasn’t enough. Eskom, the country’s 
electricity supplier, and the government 
don’t want to negotiate, they don’t want 
to move away from dirty energy solutions 
like coal and nuclear. So, in July we had 
no option but to dump five tons of coal at 
one of the entrances to Eskom’s head 
office to demand an end to construction 
of Kusile, a mega power station that will 
be the fourth worst polluter in the world  
when it comes on stream.

In November, our enviro warriors scaled 
the cranes at Kusile in Mpumalanga to 
hang Greenpeace barriers off the jibs to 
let the world know what we were trying 

to achieve – to get Eskom to 
commit to renewable energy 
and stop the construction of 
this climate killer.

South African overview by Dr Rianne Teule
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Climate & Energy Then we moved down to Durban for COP 
17, where we evangelised to the delegates 
and the local residents alike on the 
enormous potential of renewable.

We asked everyone to sign on to our 
Use Me More campaign because  South 
Africa has some of the world’s best green 
energy sources. We asked them to ask 
their government to double its renewable 
energy ambitions and we launched our 
documentary entitled: “The Weather Gods” 
highlighting climate impacts in Africa, 
the continent most vulnerable to climate 
change. 

Throughout all of this, we rely on governments 
to listen to the people, not the polluters like big 
corporations such as Eskom and Sasol, who 
don’t just destroy the plant; they pollute the 
political process too.

It’s bizarre, but after Japan’s nuclear 
disaster at Fukushima this year, you’d think 
it would be impossible 

to find anyone who actively supports 
nuclear power as an energy solution. The 
South African government does, pushing 
for 9,600MW of new nuclear plants.

We’ve protested against these criminally 
absurd plans. Nuclear energy is a 
dangerous distraction from the renewable 
energy development needed to prevent 
catastrophic climate change.

Simply put, nuclear power delivers too little, 
too late, and at too high a price for both 
people and the environment.

South Africa is endowed with renewable 
energy sources. If we used the wind and 
the sun properly we would not need to build 
new nuclear or coal power stations.

This will be the main thrust of our climate 
and energy campaign next year. Join us!
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Far away from the eyes of the world a 
vicious war is being fought for the world’s 
second most important green lung.

This year, soldiers and police from the 
Democratic Republic of Congo have 
intimidated, beaten and even raped 
innocent villages in the rain forests for 
daring to speak out about the abuses 
wrought on them by unscrupulous foreign 
logging companies.

It’s a conflict that has been brewing for 
some time and which finally spilled over this 
year thanks to Greenpeace Africa’s efforts 
to mobilise the forest communities and give 
them the courage to fight for their rights, 
while shaming the logging companies 
across the world.

We’ve documented and revealed several 
scandals shaming the logging companies, 
we’ve also urged the DRC government to 
fund alternative solutions to the logging 
industry and create a national participatory 
zoning mechanism to identify blocks of 
intact forests landscapes that should be 
protected for the benefit of climate and 
local communities.

Our biggest triumph has been getting 
government and the logging companies to 
agree on a moratorium of all new logging, 
but because greed will always find a way, 
this moratorium is continually under threat. 
There are pressing financial reasons for 
the government to break the moratorium 

Our
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to make new industrial forest concessions 
available to foreign firms, but so far, 
Greenpeace Africa the DRC’s committed 
civil society have managed to see off this 
threat.

We believe this moratorium is one of the 
guarantees for the protection of large 
forests’ zone with high conservation value 
in DRC.  

We’ve repeatedly warned the DRC 
government – and the Congolese people – 
about the negative impact forest destruction 
has on local communities, their biodiversity 
and even their climate, but we are fighting 
against the twin evils of greed and politics.

So far Greenpeace has managed to stem 
the tide, by mobilising a cohort of more than 

2600 young Congolese on the preservation 
of their forests through a competition: “the 
future of forests in poetry.”

2012 will be a decisive year for Greenpeace 
Africa’s forest campaign.

The threats are imminent. These are the 
last blocks of intact forests in the world. 
They are crucial as a bulwark against 
climate change. We intend to make the 
forests of the Congo Basin iconic and their 
protection a world issue.

We need your help. Join us to save this 
vital asset and help us fight against large-
scale threats to forests in the Congo Basin, 
the second lung of the planet.
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Just over a year ago, Greenpeace Africa 
opened only its third office in Africa.

The team, driven by a combination of 
inspiration and perspiration, has quickly 
made Greenpeace Africa a by-word in the 
battle to stop foreign fleets and greedy 
governments working together to destroy 
the traditional fishing grounds of West 
Africa.

The year started with a bang in February 
when the World Social Forum descended 
on Dakar. It was an incredible opportunity 
for Greenpeace Africa to showcase its 
work across the continent to 1 000 highly 
receptive delegates and forge networks 
that will stand us in good stead in the 
coming years.

As well as showing everyone our 
Oceans Campaign, we organised a solar 
demonstration on the world famous Goree 
Island, seven kilometres off shore from 
Dakar. 

It was a runaway success, matched only 
by the way in which the overseas and local 
media latched on to our “How Africa Feeds 
Europe” presentation, showing just how 
the people of West Africa were starving as 
European restaurant tables groaned under 
the weight of fish they should be eating.

We followed this up with perhaps our signal 
project for the year, “African voices”.
What we did here was to give voice to the 
voiceless, bringing nine fishermen from 
Cape Verde, Mauritania and Senegal to 
eight European countries, including the 
Netherlands, France, Belgium, Spain, UK, 
Germany and Luxemburg to tell it like it 
is, of the unfair competition between their 
pirogues and the big Europeans fleets in 
West African waters, taking all the fish and 
leaving them with so much less. 

“It is a reality that your fleets are sucking 
dry our seas, threatening our food security 
and jeopardising our future” the fishermen 
kept telling the Europeans throughout their 
journey. 

West African overview by Prudence Wanko
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This was a powerful initiative, enjoying 
massive media attention, which ended 
up with some politicians promising 
to use Greenpeace’s demands as a 
backdrop when they meet to revise the 
Common Fisheries Policies that set out 
the conditions of the fishing partnership 
agreements between the EU and West 
Africa. 

We still have a lot to do though before 
these governments meet in 2013, by 
making sure that West Africa’s artisanal 
fishermen groups become empowered 
and emboldened to speak out at whatever 
opportunity they can.

The African Voices tour culminated in 
Dakar in June, where the team told local 
government officials, fishermen groups, 
industry players and local media just what 
they felt had been achieved during their 
European tour.

After this, Greenpeace Africa launched 
“Empty nets, empty future”, a chilling 
report on how overfishing and climate 
change are taking their toll on the fabric of 
West Africa. The report explains just how 
strategically important the fishing industry 
is in the region as a provider of jobs and 
wealth as well as its role as a basic and 
traditional source of life-giving protein to 
millions of people who will soon have to go 
without if the over fishing is not controlled 
and curtailed.

We called for West African governments 
to establish strong fisheries management 
in each country, to ensure food security, 

to sustain the local fishing industries and 
to create total exclusion marine reserves 
to allow the shoals to breathe again and 
multiply 

In October, we got 42 fishermen and 
fisherwomen together from Senegal and 
Mauritania for a two-day workshop which 
led to “Eyes of the Sea”.

This was a first for all us, a project in 
which the people in the front line of the 
war against overfishing were able to speak 
openly and clearly about the challenges 
they faced and the daily battles they had to 
overcome to survive.

While all this was happening, the team 
was also meeting key people across West 
Africa, in particular Senegal, Cape Verde 
and Mauritania to keep the momentum of 
the Ocean Campaign going and to project 
Greenpeace Africa as a serious campaigner 
for the protection of our continent’s heritage, 
not just as its guardian, but also as an 
organisation ready and willing to come up 
with practical solutions for the crisis.

Next year it’s just going to get better, we 
know this because of the incredible support 
we’ve received from grassroots all the way 
through to the corridors of power.

It might sound very ambitious but, with the 
help and support of people like you who 
believe in our work, we will certainly make 
it happen! 

All the best from the Dakar Team.
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The Year in Pictures
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I’m married and a mom to three boys, aged 18, 13 and 7. I’m also a foster mom to my 
three nieces aged 16, 19 and 20, who lost their moms - my sisters in law - while they 
were still young.

My friends will tell you I’m sweet and friendly, that I’m down to earth. I like hanging out 
with other people, I like learning new things and helping others achieve their goals. My 
friends will tell you, I’m a bit of a disciplinarian, someone who is careful and likes to plan.

All of which explains why I ended up leading a team of Greenpeace fundraisers travelling 
around the country this year, spreading the message about saving our continent, showing 
people our solutions to their problems, getting them to open their hearts and purses to 
the cause.

We started at the Pavilion Mall in Durban. We were expecting a high turnout in Durban 
because of all the attention from COP17, but the numbers were far lower than we’d 
expected. The dolphins made up for them though. We were seeing them straight from 
the sea and at first we were scared because we thought they were sharks, but when we 
found out the truth our fear was replaced by fascination at these magnificent creatures.

Travelling south, our next stop was East London. The locals turned out in their droves 
and more than made up for Durban, in fact, our team was even signing up pledges when 
we stopped for food at the local Spar on our way to the next stop in Port Elizabeth.

Our key marketing areas in PE were the shopping centres at Walmer Park and 
Greenacres Here too the support was uplifting, almost as good as East London in fact. 
I was impressed by the people in the Eastern Cape and how passionate they are about 
the environment and how committed they are about getting involved and making a 
difference.

The Travel Team’s 
experience 
Sweetness Ximba
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Our last stop saw us travelling due north to the centre of the country – Bloemfontein. 
Setting up shop at the Waterfront Mall, in the shadow of the giant Free State stadium, I 
was disappointed on the first day.

A lot of the people we spoke to were quite negative. The team could have become 
despondent at this attitude, but we pulled through and after a couple of days turned 
the tables and by the time we’d left, we’d made our target of having recruited enough 
supporters.

It was a great end to a long but rewarding trip across part of the country. I’m inspired by 
working with my team on these road trips getting to know them better as we interact with 
people on the ground.

Next year, we want two teams on the ground so we can cover more of the country at the 
same time, or just ensure that when one team comes back to base, the other one leaves, 
so that Greenpeace Africa is out on the road all the time.

As for myself, in five years time, I want to have become an environmental practitioner, 
putting to good use all the knowledge and skills I’ve picked up working for Greenpeace.

I’m just one person, and this is my journey. We’ve got plenty of room for volunteers. 
Come with me, take my hand and join my team on our route next year.

Together we can make a difference – and make sure our children and their children can 
never point fingers at our generation for the state of the world that we left them.

©
 G

re
en

pe
ac

e 
/ R

es
tle

y 
Si

th
ol

e 
20

11
.



Greenpeace Africa has offices 

in Democratic Republic of 

Congo, Senegal & South Africa. 

To contact Greenpeace Africa, 

please use the details below.

DRC Office:

Greenpeace Environnemental 
Organisation 8, avenue lodja, 
Q. “Socimat” Commune de la 
Gombe, Kinshasa,
République Démocratique du 
Congo

Senegal Office:

2, Avenue Hassan II, 6eme etage, 
Dakar, Senegal

South Africa Office:

10A and 10B Clamart House, 
Clamart Road, Richmond, 
Johannesburg, South Africa

Postal address:

Greenpeace Africa
PostNet Suite 125
Private Bag X09, Melville
Johannesburg, 2109
South Africa

Tel: +27 (0)11 482 4696
Fax: +27 (0)11 482 8157
iafrica@greenpeace.org

For supporters: 

+27 (0)11 726 2404
safrica@greenpeace.org 

Website: 

www.greenpeaceafrica.org

Dear readers, 
friends and supporters

Thank you for helping make 2011 a truly awesome year in the 
ongoing war to save the planet.

Greenpeace Africa exists to ensure our voiceless, precious 
and increasingly fragile earth is heard, but we can only do this 
because of your support.

Your support is the fundamental reason why we are so 
successful. It is why big business and government have to take 
us seriously – because we are truly independent, responsible 
only to you and future generations.

You never wavered in that support. Towards the end of this year, 
you were often called by our telemarketers to ask you to find a 
little bit more to give each month. You never flinched.

The results were plain for everyone to see as Greenpeace Africa 
scaled new heights in the battle to let the earth be heard and 
force the rest of the world to see the kind of depredation being 
visited on the continent in the name of progress and humanity.

We cherish our relationship with you. It’s not just about 
your donations; it’s also about hearing from you, and or just 
suggestions where you think Greenpeace’s initiatives could be 
better targeted.

Phone us on 011 726 2404, visit www.greenpeaceafrica.org, 
email us, follow us on Twitter or like us on Facebook. Better 
still, spread the message these holidays and get your family and 
friends to become part of the movement that’s changing the way 
Africans see Africa.

Happy Holidays

Fiona Musana   Raviro Gundani
Communications Director             Supporter Retention
      Co-coordinator


