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Greenpeace exists because this fragile Earth deserves a voice. It needs solutions. It needs change. It needs action! 

Greenpeace is an independent global campaigning organisation that acts to change attitudes and behaviour, to protect and 
conserve the environment and to promote peace. 
 
Greenpeace has been working in Africa to end environmental destruction and fighting for the right of Africans to a healthy 
environment since the early 1990s. 

Campaigns focus on climate change, destruction of forests andstopping the stripping of life from the oceans.

for more information, please contact iafrica@greenpeace.org or safrica@greenpeace.org
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Born and raised in Soweto, one of South 
Africa’s oldest suburbs, my passion to protect 
the environment was imprinted during my early 
days when I witnessed environmental injustices in 
my community. 

My first job was with a local bank where the only green matter I 
dealt with on a daily basis was cash. This did not satisfy my inborn passion for a 
green planet. I loved my job, but there was still this feeling of emptiness. It did not take 
time for me to realise that deep inside me was a burning desire to do something for my 
community and the environment.

When the opportunity arose I did not hesitate to quit the job and gladly accepted an 
offer to join Greenpeace. I joined the fund raising team and immediately I knew that 
this is where I belong. I worked hard in this department and thanks to my captivating 
personality, within a year; I rose through the ranks to become the Outreach Coordinator.

Since 2009, my role has been to position Greenpeace campaigns in the public eye, while 
developing outreach and volunteering programmes.

I have become even more determined to carry the environmental injustices fight here 
in South Africa and all over the world. I have been there, from riding elephants across 
Thailand, to being arrested here in South Africa doing what I love to do. The highlight was 
during the 17th United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP17) held in Durban 
between November and December 2011, where I was among the Greenpeace activists 
arrested while attempting to drop a climate awareness banner from a hotel rooftop. The 
fight continues.

The outreach unit continues to grow 
at an amazing rate, thanks to the 
hard work and dedication from 
my team and our volunteers

By Tshepo Peele Outreach Co-ordinator

4

©
 G

re
en

pe
ac

e 
/ R

ic
ha

rd
 D

ob
so

n,
 2

00
9.



5

A phenomenal growth of our database was witnessed at the COP17. I can safely attribute 
this to the enormous and positive media coverage our activities received. There are now 
more people from all walks of life, wishing to volunteer and take part in our programmes. 

2012 started with a training session in Cape Town. Although this was our first call in the 
Mother City, the response was encouraging. We managed to recruit 20 volunteers. They 
were trained and immediately got involved in the Nuclear Action in Sea Point. These 
volunteers have grown to become the backbone of our activities in Cape Town. 

Although the Cape Town group is still in its infancy Greenpeace’s presence is being 
highly felt. The team will be officially inducted next year.

The Durban group continues to grow from strength to strength. Over the past 
year, the group has initiated its own activities and also is collaborating 

with other organisations from time to time to have a bigger impact 
on common environmental issues. Since February, the group has 
carried out a total of 15 activities and the volunteers are eager to do 
even more. Recently they were involved in collaboration with 350.
org on their Anti-Coal Campaign.

Johannesburg, our first ever group started in 2010, participated in 
all office related activities throughout the year, from the iCoal shop 
window in Sandton to the most recent Anti-Nuclear march in the 
Johannesburg Central Business District. The group faced many 
challenges during the course of the year but always found a way 
to put environmental issues first and deal with the team dynamics 

separately. 

I would like to personally thank the men and women who have been 
part of all activities this year, their contributions have made a difference 

in people’s lives and I would like to encourage them to do more next year. Our 
Johannesburg and Durban volunteer groups are up and running and if you are from 
any part around these two cities and are interested in volunteering feel free to contact 
the office or contact the groups directly on their mails. Johannesburg (jhb.vols.za@
greenpeace.org) and Durban(volunteers.durban.africa@greenpeace.org). 

Thank you, so much for your support. Knowing that there are individuals like you who 
want to make a difference for the earth means so much to me as a son of South Africa, 
of Africa and of the World. 

Happy Holidays to you and your loved ones!
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My aspiration as a student was to become a part of this internationally renowned 
environmental organisation. I had followed Greenpeace campaigns religiously and they 
are probably the decision behind my passion for the environment, and the reason I chose 
to make environmental science and marine biology part of my daily life and career choice. 

I was, and still am, in awe of Greenpeace, how they bring light to environmental issues 
and making the world aware of injustices. 

You can imagine how incredibly excited I was when Tshepo Peele, the Greenpeace 
Africa Outreach Coordinator came to Durban, two years ago, to recruit online volunteers. 
Of course, given my long time respect for the organisation, I decided to join.

As a Greenpeace volunteer, I have done more for the environment in the past two 
years than I had ever done in my life. Moreover, Greenpeace empowers and educates 
volunteers, enabling us to efficiently and effectively educate the public. We seek to 
eradicate ignorance and apathy towards environmental issues, which I believe is one of 
our society’s biggest downfalls. 

It is more exciting for me to be part of a proactive and goal-drive organisation like 
Greenpeace. 

The work done by my group in Durban, our peer groups in Johannesburg and Cape 
Town is testimony that Greenpeace is also a grass roots organisation. The organisation 
has never restricted us in any way but has only steered us in the direction where we still 
maintain the over arching aims and objectives of Greenpeace. 

Thus, as a volunteer I have had many opportunities to work on a plethora of issues, be 
it with flora, fauna, or entire ecosystems. In fact, there are vast, perpetual environmental 
issues that volunteers can tackle, to help mitigate the effects of the “environmental-sins” 
of our past. 

It has been a whirlwind ride working and volunteering for Greenpeace. It has always 
been an adventure, having had opportunities far beyond what I could have imagined or 
anticipated. I will continue to push beyond borders, not just as a volunteer but also as a 
South African.

Become a Greenpeace volunteer. 
It will be the rent you pay for living on this planet. 

By Nazreen Khan
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By Dianne McAlpine 

Christmas time is one of the most exciting times for 
children; Santa Claus, sweets, treats, new clothes 

and of course, presents. For parents the 
experience is poles apart; running around 
buying gifts, tackling family politics, deciding 

on the day’s special meals – it is a never 
ending list of errands. At the end of the day, 

Christmas is always deemed a great success 
by the kids and adults alike. 

However, when making Christmas preparations, 
many families, seldom give a thought to 

the amount of cleaning up needed after the 
celebrations.

But just how much waste are we creating when we celebrate this special time? Would 
it not be great if you could cut down on waste while keeping your kids occupied these 
holidays? 

Here are some tips for a truly Green Inspired Christmas!
• Use old newspapers to wrap presents instead of wrapping paper, or even use fabric.  
 Presents will take on a new look and you won’t be creating any new waste (this will  
 also save you quite a bit of money).

• Buy a tree that you can later plant in your garden rather than buying a plastic tree  
 or chopping one down. Watching a  tree grow is a lovely feeling your whole family can  
 participate in and will remain a symbol of Christmas for a long time. You can also buy  
 trees or plants in your family’s name to be planted in various parts of the country (there  
 are a few organisations who offer this service).

8
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• Make your own decorations. Use plastic lids from milk jugs that you can paint or glue  
 glitter to paper angels and snowmen, old leaves collected in the garden can be  
 painted as well. This will keep the kids busy as well as inspire their creativity and  
 appreciation of the world.

• Make your own presents. Hand-made gifts are often more heart-felt (and can do  
 wonders for the wallet, as well). Simple gifts include picture frames, mosaic mirrors and  
 painted jars which can be filled with delicious treats. 

• Buy solar gadgets for your kids so that they can learn about solar energy while having fun. 

• For kiddies treats, get your hands on some Consol recycled jars (they come in different  
 shapes and sizes) and ask your kids to paint them – they can gift these filled with  
 sweets to each other or their friends.

• Look around your homes for unwanted and unused furniture or household appliances;  
 old wooden chairs and forgotten lamp shades are perfect and let your kids re-decorate  
 them for their new rooms in the following year.

1. Did you know that in the US alone, four million 
tonnes of trash is from gift wrap and shopping bags?
2. Christmas is a time for love, compassion and sharing, 
let us extend that to the planet.
3. During Christmas the average person may eat up to 
20 kilograms more confectionery.
4. Around 12 billion kilograms of edible food are 
wasted each year during the festive season.

9
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Gaboitsiwe Kgomongwe
My journey as a Greenpeace volunteer started in 2010 with all the excitement around the 
World Cup Soccer tournament which, was successfully hosted here in South Africa. My 
first experience was doing banners for the Solar Kick-Off project in Jericho, outside Brits 
in the North West province. 

Eventually, I got the opportunity to go to Jericho to see how solar energy can make a 
difference in people’s lives. 

Since that first project, I have had many opportunities to learn, to feel like a superhero, to 
surprise myself and meet remarkable people.

My learning opportunities started with an induction programme. I was introduced to 
Greenpeace. This was followed by the most important training for every volunteer, the 
NVDA (Non-Violent Direct Action) training, which prepares you on how to operate as a 
Greenpeace volunteer. 

My most exciting training so far has been the Solar Training session where I got to learn 
cool words like Photovoltaic. 

Most of all, it is humbling to see that as much as I value being a Greenpeace volunteer, 
I am also highly valued by the organisation. 

As a Greenpeace activist, I also get to feel like a Superhero. I define superheroes as 
people who take on big tasks that the average man back away from. I am part of a group 
of people who are working to save the world. Greenpeace is an independent global 
non-governmental organisation which seeks to change people’s attitude and behaviour 
towards their environment. We do this through vigorous awareness campaigns and 
peaceful protests.

Climate change has become a serious global problem as seen in recent years whereby 
some parts of the world have experienced extreme weather conditions such as droughts 
and floods. Although it is recognised as such, there seems to be a lot of lip service and 
no action, but I, as a Greenpeace volunteer, I get out there and attempt to effect change 
in the midst of opposition. I get to try and save the world in a practical way.

I have had a lot of opportunities to discover more about myself. In one of the workshops 
we had an opportunity to go on a bicycle tour of Soweto but I had never ridden a bicycle 
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before. I rode on a tandem bike with one of the tour guides. It was a thrilling and yet 
harrowing experience. For a person who was just ok with not riding a bicycle, I am now 
determined to learn even more. 

Recently, I have also discovered that I love to march for what I believe in. The first march 
I participated in was at 17th United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP 17) held 
in December 2011 in Durban. Since then, when there is an opportunity to march, I do not 
need convincing. The prospect of singing, dancing and solidarity with other volunteers is 
exciting. I find that this is my favourite way of raising my voice.

As a volunteer, I am constantly meeting interesting 
people. I have met and made friends with 
people locally and internationally, people I 
would never have met in my ordinary social 
circles. Everyone that I have met has 
enriched my life and improved my world 
view. I am a better person now because of 
interacting with other volunteers.

Finally, I enjoy being part of an 
international organisation. This 
means that I am part of hundreds of 
Greenpeace volunteers from all 
over the world. We hold people, 
governments and companies 
accountable for their impact 
on the environment. It is 
empowering to know that I 
am not just winking in the 
dark. 

It is encouraging to know 
that there are like-minded 
people and together we are 
making the world a better 
place. Who would not  want 
to be associated with such a 
cause? If not you, who else? 
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Solar energy has been used by 
humans for a long time for heating, 
cooking food, removing salt from 
seawater and drying clothes 

12

Large groups of wind turbines 
are called wind farms
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Did you know?  

Q1: What kind of tree can 
fit into your palm?

Temperate climates are thought to be the most pleasant to live in as they do not 
usually have extremes of hot or cold. Only 7 per cent of the Earth’s land surface has a 
temperate climate, yet nearly half the world’s population lives in these areas.

On a map

The Ocean



1515

Q3: What has no beginning, 
end or middle & touches 

every continent?

Q2: Where can you find a city without 
buildings, a river without water &   

a forest without trees?

A Palm Tree 
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By Philippe Ahodekon

True to the African proverb that if you a educate a woman you educate a nation, the 
women of Koudiadiène in Senegal, have successful embraced the concept of renewable 
and efficient energy use, leading the fight against deforestation in their community and 
beyond.

Theirs, is an inspiring story about women from a small village, located in Thies, nearly 80 
kilometres from the capital city Dakar, going against all odds and taking on the renewable 
energy campaign to another level. They are moulding and encouraging the use of energy 
efficient clay stoves. The project has become a model in community based initiatives for 
conservation and self-sustenance in Africa.

What started off as a purely conservation project in this parched area, has had a 
positive ripple effect on the living conditions of these rural women. They are now able 
to supplement their family incomes and also have spare time to engage in other social 
activities.

The project is a brainchild of Greenpeace, which identified the community as part of its 
campaign to promote the efficient use of energy and renewable energy sources among 
rural communities. It was not by accidental but deliberate that women were trained how 
to mould the clay stoves. Women in rural areas bear the burden of providing firewood. 
They are also natural mentors. 

As anticipated, the skill and knowledge has spread to surrounding villages, to the 
advantage of the environment, delight and well-being of people in these societies.

It all started early 2011 when a Greenpeace team conducted a training workshop on how 
to make the clay stoves, imparting the knowledge to 40 women from Koudiadiène. The 
choice was carefully made, taking into consideration the country’s situation, it was noted 
that Koudiadiène still carried the scars of years of drought that hit Senegal in the 70s.

Vegetation is a luxury in Koudiadiène. Despite this scarcity, wood is still the main energy 
source for women, who have to travel long distances to find it.

The women, who have become instant heroines in their community, say Greenpeace’s 
intervention was timely. Although the community still need firewood, the use of the clay 
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stoves in their kitchens has seen a dramatic decrease in the village’s wood consumption. 
It had turned around their lifestyles. Families are happier and there are lesser chores to 
be done around the home.

According to them, the socio cultural changes that followed were equally dramatic and 
rapid. Now they have more time to engage in other activities, simultaneously undertaking 
environmental protection. This has reduced the pressure on few patches of vegetation 
surrounding the community.

“Before the arrival of the stoves, I was using a lot of wood to cover my needs. Now with 
very little wood, we can prepare lunch and dinner”, says Madeleine Tine, one of the 
women who benefited from the Greenpeace training. She is the person in charge of the 
Koudiadiène project.

“In my free time instead of fetching wood, I spend more time with my family and have 
time to go to work which gives me more income to contribute to buying school supplies 
and even to the health fees,” she added.

This remarkable story does not end there. The women of Koudiadiene have become 
peer educators and have also started a fruitful business venture in which they make 
units for women from the surrounding villages of Thiaoune, Lalane, Keur Ndiakahte and 
Keur Masse. 

With wide smiles on their faces, the women said they had hit a jackpot, protecting their 
precious natural resources, while bringing about much needed social and economic 
change to communities.

It is no wonder that this story continues to resonate across the continent of Africa. 
Greenpeace hopes that this great example will be embraced by many more communities 
in the continent.
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Greenpeace’s contact person in the project is Philippe Ahodékon. He is a trained 
social worker and an educator with a special emphasis in street children. He has 
been a Greenpeace volunteer since 2010 and received training on renewable energy 
at the World Social Forum held in Dakar in 2011. Since then, he promotes renewable 
solar energy in villages, communities and schools on behalf of the Greenpeace 
office in Dakar, Senegal. 

He was an assistant cook on the ship tour of the Arctic Sunrise in West African 
waters in March 2010 and again in February 2012. 
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By Jonathan Herita Kongolo

In October 2012, I, together with a team of volunteers, had the privilege to attend a 
week-long training session on the use of solar energy conducted by Greenpeace 
Africa. I was exhilarated to learn that solar energy is already being effectively utilised 
in various countries across the globe. I also had a hands-on experience, making a fully 
functional solar torch that uses sunlight to power itself through a small solar panel and a 
rechargeable battery.

Although terms like the greenhouse effect and climate change are now very common, 
I notice many people are still reluctant to take steps to protect our precious planet. 
Communities still behave as if the effects of climate change have not yet begun. Even in 
the wake of increasing frequency of disasters such as droughts in the Sahel Region and 
hurricanes like Sandy, which recently hit the United States of America, the business as 
usual attitude is still prevalent. 

I now know that:

• I can produce my own electricity by simply buying solar panels which can be installed  
 easily with the right training and certification. 

• A roof top revolution like that which occurred in Germany can reduce the price of  
 electricity and profoundly increase the amount of power generated in a country. 

• I can adjust my lifestyle with very little compromise and help make the use of energy in  
 South Africa more efficient. In addition, the big reduction in my electricity bill from  
 efficient energy use will be better trade off. 

• 1 Hour of sunlight reaching our planet = 1 year of energy use of all human beings!  
 Imagine what we could achieve in a day!

But most importantly I realised that I can save this planet. Together we must ask the 
government to invest more in renewable energy in order to make it easier for more 
people to have a solar experience. 

Join me and others at USE ME MORE!!!!
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My first encounter with Greenpeace was purely accidental. It was on one of those days 
when one gets to browse the Internet without a specific objective. I stumbled upon the 
Greenpeace International website and it caught my attention.

My eyes were drawn to this beautiful green ship - the Rainbow Warrior. My imagination 
went wild, I visualised myself  aboard the Rainbow Warrior travelling the seas. What a 
dream!  I immediately felt the burning desire to work for Greenpeace.

Surprisingly, I had never heard about the organisation  before then. I was amazed that 
the organisation was  global,  it even had an office in Africa.

Later, I saw a Greenpeace job advertisement and immediately applied. 
Weeks went by and I thought that my application had 
been rejected. When I least expected it, I got invited 
for an interview. I was excited to say the least.  My 
mind wandered again to the Rainbow Warrior - 
open seas, fresh air and pirates - here I come and 
goodbye to my dull Johannesburg office work.

My interview was successful and I got the job but 
the dream to sail the seas remained.

“Good day, my name is Celehte. I am a tele-
fundraiser for Greenpeace Africa, the environmental 
organisation...” As I dial your number, dear supporter, 
please take time to listen, understand and coorperate. 
This will not only make my job easier, but it will make 
you a part of something special.

Please help us in our efforts to defend our planet.  
If I do not call you soon, you are welcome to 
call me on Greenpeace Africa office numbers 
+27 11 4824696. Thank you!

By Celehte Wymers 
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By Ebenazer Appies
My passion for environmental matters was ignited when I started a scrapbook filled 
with landscape pictures in my primary school years. 

I owe it to my parents who made me aware of caring for plants and animals at a 
tender age. They asserted that my negative actions like polluting my immediate 
surroundings had negative consequences for the environment and the future. 
Recycling and re-use of household items was also stressed at home.  

The frequent visits to beaches, nature reserves, museums throughout my school 
years also contributed to my appreciation of the beauty of my natural surroundings. 

During my Buddhist studies in Thailand, I also lived in a temple that stressed the 
importance of taking care of the environment because it is considered to be a 
reflection of one’s inner being. 

This experience imprinted my passion for environmental matters and spurred me 
on to complete an Environmental Management degree but my efforts to be part of 
the solution for the earth’s problems were always limited to meetings, research and 
traditional environmental awareness projects.

Armed with such a background, volunteering for Greenpeace was a natural 
progression. For me, the organisation stands for what I believe in, speaking the 
truth, with courage and imagination. 

Knowing how slow key players like the government and industry are in implementing 
relevant changes that will improve the natural environment, and ultimately human 
habitat, being part of the Greenpeace actions team has provided me with an outlet 
of expressing my disgust and disappointment in major polluters like Eskom.

There is no greater satisfaction than to know that I am part of a team continually 
reminding  government and industry that their actions and decisions have had and 
continue to have detrimental effects on the environment.

I believe that if every South African can stand up and fight for their ideals this 
country would be heaven on earth.
 
   Abundant Blessings. Twitter: @ebenappies
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Earth / Protect / Wind / Environment / Marine / Solar / Forest / 
Green / Global / Energy / Clean / Ocean / Rainbow

R G L O B A L C S O E

F A E D F A G E N N A

O C I N B N T E V N X

R T D N I W E I V A T

E C A Y B R R N R E K

S S V U G O A G S L E

T N Y B N Q W M R C A

P T X M E N E R G Y R
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T D V A R A L O S W Q
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These pictures were drawn by children in Cape Town, during the visit of the latest 
Rainbow Warrior in August 2012. Thanks to the kids for such inspiring drawings.
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Another successful year has just gone by and we know we owe 
it to your unwavering support, that has helped Greenpeace 
achieve all its set goals. 

I joined Greenpeace on September 1, 2011. It has been more 
than a year, but for me, it feels like yesterday.  I vividly remember 
that it was on a Thursday when I joined the Greenpeace family 
as Organisational Director. I was excited to join a movement 
that is fighting for the protection our environment, an issue 
very close to my heart. I am happy because Greenpeace is 
fast growing and becoming a household name in Africa. It has 
almost become synonymous with the word environment, thanks 
to your support.

We, as Greenpeace do not only focus on environmental justice 
issues, but also the people that are affected by climate change 
and those working with us across the continent

We work very hard to ensure that the money that you, our 
supporters, give us on a monthly basis is used for doing 
exactly what we promise to do. It is my duty to ensure that 
these resources are used wisely and efficiently. We are able to 
account for all the expenditure, not only to our internal auditors 
but also our statutory auditors and ultimately our supporters.

Once again, I would really like to extend a heartfelt appreciation 
to you for making Greenpeace the independent voice of 
environmental justice in Africa.

Frikkie Meintjes 
Organisational Director

Greenpeace Africa has offices 

in Democratic Republic of 

Congo, Senegal & South Africa. 

To contact Greenpeace Africa, 

please use the details below.

DRC Office:

Greenpeace
11,Kauka, Q/ Royal, Gombe/
Kinshasa, République 
Démocratique du Congo

Senegal Office:

2, Avenue Hassan II, 6eme etage, 
Dakar, Senegal

South Africa Office:

10A and 10B Clamart House, 
Clamart Road, Richmond, 
Johannesburg, South Africa

Postal address:

Greenpeace Africa
PostNet Suite 125
Private Bag X09, Melville
Johannesburg, 2109
South Africa

Tel: +27 (0)11 482 4696
Fax: +27 (0)11 482 8157
iafrica@greenpeace.org

For supporters: 

+27 (0)11 726 2404
safrica@greenpeace.org 

Website: 

www.greenpeaceafrica.org
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