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Greenpeace exists because this fragile Earth deserves a voice. 
It needs solutions. It needs change. It needs action! 

Greenpeace is an independent global campaigning organization 
that acts to change attitudes and behavior, to protect and 
conserve the environment and to promote peace. 
 
Greenpeace has been working in Africa to end environmental 
destruction and fighting for the right of Africans to a healthy 
environment since the early 1990s. 

Campaigns focus on climate change, destruction of forests and 
stoping the stripping of life from the oceans.

for more information, please contact iafrica@greenpeace.

org or safrica@greenpeace.org
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The challenges we face are so immense that 
sometimes it is hard to believe that we can make 
a difference. 

Violent conflicts over resources, chronic poverty 
and food insecurity are driven by overexploitation 
of our fish stocks by foreign fleets, destruction of 
our forests and natural resources for the profit of 
a few. On top of this, climate change brings with it 
natural disasters like droughts or floods and with 
them dread disease.

You might think we’re very mad or very brave.

You’d be right on both counts because to make a 
real difference on this continent of ours, we can’t do 
short term or middle term planning, we have to plan 
for the long term.

We can’t be afraid, we have to be committed 
to the long haul, which is why 2010 was so truly 
challenging and yet so incredibly rewarding 
wherever we operated – from Senegal to South 
Africa.
We had a ship tour off West Africa documenting 
foreign fleets emptying our Seas; we mobilised 
entire communities in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo against foreign companies taking their 
livelihoods away in flagrant disregard of their human 
rights; we protected climate refugees roaming 
Johannesburg’s streets, and did some hard talking 
about clean energy with South Africa’s leaders.
We will redouble our efforts to demonstrate real 
energy solutions to the citizens and at the same 
time make sure their governments live up to their 
responsibilities to them.

We demand an energy [r]evolution – no more 
investments in dirty coal or dangerous nuclear 
power plants.

We will be following on from our successful work 
in 2010 with advanced analysis of the green job 
potential in South Africa and a blue print for how 
to transform the energy system currently based on 
fossil fuel to one based on Renewable energy. 

The country remains our key battleground this 
year, especially when the international climate 

negotiations take place in the coastal city of 
Durban. It’s not just about ensuring the future of 
the international agreement to fight climate change, 
but also holding the South African government to 
account to ensure a green and sustainable energy 
supply for the country, as it continues to flirt with 
cheap and dirty solutions. The country is not just 
the largest carbon emitter on the continent; it’s also 
one of the major players in the African Union and as 
such has a moral responsibility to become the true 
leader for a real future for Africa and the world.

In West Africa, we have launched the African 
Stolen Fish campaign– giving African Fishermen 
the unprecedented opportunity to speak directly to 
the leaders of nine European countries about the 
disastrous impacts of the European fishing vessels 
on their livelihoods and communities. 

In the Democratic Republic of Congo, we are 
building on the incredible successes of last year’s  
Rain Forest initiative, to develop sustainable 
solutions for forest communities whose livelihoods 
depend on the largest remaining intact rainforest in 
Africa, while engaging with key companies, donors 
and politicians in key regional processes to ensure 
the protection of the Congo Basin forests.

Throughout all of this, it’s not just enough to get the 
headlines and talk about some of the organisation’s 
successes on the ground; it is critical for Greenpeace 
Africa to engage politically at all levels in the 
countries in which we operate, to develop strong 
relationships with the local media and – above all – 
to empower the local communities whose interests 
we are there to serve.

And it is here that Greenpeace Africa’s biggest 
successes will lie in 2011 as we consolidate, 
develop and implement the next offensive.

Thank you for your continued support. Its because 
of you , and many other dedicated individuals, that 
we are able to act and to raise our voice on behalf of 
many on the continent. Please share your thoughts 
and concerns with us

Thank you
Olivia Langhoff
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We do what we do 
because of you.  
Fundraising is critical to the survival of all civil society 
organisations (CSOs), and Greenpeace is no exception.

Our campaign goals can be extremely ambitious –they usually are! But if we don‘t have enough 
funds to cover the costs of our equally ambitious campaigns, we will never achieve the changes in 
environmental policies, opinions and attitudes we believe are necessary if we want to survive as a 
species.

Our fundraising is particularly challenging because of our fundamental decision to never accept 
money from companies, government or political parties. So we depend exclusively on donations from 
individuals like you, dear reader. It’s more difficult but it ensures our independence from corporate 
and political power. This independence is what our supporters expect from us - all three million of 
them, worldwide. 

Many people feel that donating R50 or R100 per month won’t change things. “What can Greenpeace 
possibly do with such a small sum of money?” is quite a common thought.
You‘d be surprised just how far it does go! 



5

Melvyn Gattinoni Fundraising Director

We can campaign 
because we fundraise. 
It’s not the R50 that’s going to change the world. It’s the R50 multiplied by each one of our thousands 
of supporters that will. Each and every one of them is symbolically out there, with us, hanging 
from a giant banner, climbing a polluting smokestack, in our zodiacs between the whale and the 
harpoon and right here at home in South Africa at the Climate Negotiations in December in Durban, 
demanding that South Africa lead the world by protecting our planet from climate change and 
pushing for a drastic cut in greenhouse gases by being the first to adopt the Energy (R)Evolution.  

And one thing more that shouldn’t be underestimated. Each supporter has given us, in their way, 
their “vote”, and with it an incredible amount of political clout.The powers that be need to heed us, 
or they’ll feel it when their country goes to an actual election, which is why they’re keener to talk to 
us and find solutions together.

We are privileged to have your support and your mandate to go out and fight for what you hold dear. 
We’ve heard you, we know that the question today isn’t about simply loving open spaces, their flora 
and fauna and protecting them; it’s far broader tan that: it’s about ensuring a liveable planet for us, 
our children and our children’s children.



Responsibility + 
Sustainability  

Once upon a time in Mauritania, there was fish 
for everyone. All you had to do was hit the water 
with your stick and throw your net.

The dolphins would herd the shoals of fish 
straight towards you and you’d come away with 
so much fish, your family would be full and you 
could sell the leftover fish for a small profit.

That was in our parents’ time though. The last 
time I heard of this technique being used was in 
1988 – exactly a year after Mauritania signed its 
infamous fishing agreement with the European 
Union.

We told this story of the fishing dolphins 
wherever we went during the African Voice Tour 
of Europe.

We had nine “artisanal” fishermen representing 
the people of Cape Verde, Senegal and 
Mauritania, who spoke the truth to power in 
the Netherlands, Belgium, France, Austria, 
Luxembourg, Germany, the UK and Spain.

We reminded them how they had overfished 
their own fishing grounds, where nine our of 
10 fish species are either over fished or on the 
verge of it and how they’d dealt with the problem 
by letting their big corporate fishing fleets come 
to our waters and wipe our traditional fishing 
grounds clean.

We told them how their big ships would often 
even overrun our fishermen in their traditional 
craft, sometimes even killing them.

We told them how the entire world should be 
concerned about what was happening, not 
just because of the destruction of the marine 
environment, but also the social destruction of 
the communities which had relied on fishing for 
centuries to survive.

Today, even though they have joined forces 
and even though they spend weeks out at sea 
away from their families, West African fishermen 

Way to go for West Africa’s Fisheries
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cannot compete with these large fleets of mass 
destruction.

The truth is that the West Africans’ catch is still 
at least five or even 10 times less than what their 
parents caught.

So now, the communities can’t eat, the young 
fishermen can’t fish, so they take their lives in 
their hands and illegally immigrate to countries 
where there is more hope than just staying at 
home.

Their message to Europe’s political leaders was 
bleak: “If you continue to pillage our resources 
and endanger our food supply we will shortly 
become, just like our fish, your neighbours” 
they repeated time and time again.

It’s no idle boast, for some time now; Nouadhibou 
in Mauritania has been the gateway to Europe 
for many young Africans “betrayed by the sea”.

We asked that the same rules that govern fishing 
in Europe be applied to rest of the world, we 
asked for quotas based on scientific research, 
transparency and accountability in the European 
commercial fishing industry, the creation of 
protected maritime areas and a limit on the 
size and capacity of the leviathan 21st century 
trawlers that vacuum up sea life with horrific 
consequences.

We hope and trust that the European Union’s 
commissioner for Fisheries and maritime affairs, 
Maria Damanaki, has been inspired to join us 
in creating a true, fair and sustainable fisheries 
partnership that will protect the people of West 
Africa and provide their fishermen with the 
means to continue their traditional way of life.

Since writing this article commissioner 
Damanaki has reaffirmed her support for 
responsible and sustainable fishing practices. 
You can read her blog on our website  
www.greenpeaceafrica.org.
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Generosity 
from all corners   

Experience from Malvern Mhlanga
Coming together is a beginning, keeping together is progress but working together is success. 
That’s what we found out when we went on our South African Direct Dialogue road show this year.

Durban was our first stop. It’s a city that’s so humid, with roaring ocean waves 
that seem to want to flow right into the foyers of the beautiful buildings on 

the beach front. We were there for a week thankfully, after our eight hour 
trip down from Johannesburg in our little Toyota Yaris.

We worked hard, spreading the message and recruiting volunteers; in 
fact we smashed our targets, but the lure of the beaches more than 
made up for the hard work going face to face.

East London was next. It was a long 10 hour trip down the coast, 
across the old Transkei. If wishes could come true, I’d have flown there 

– in an aircraft, or just grown wings!

It’s a quiet little city, but in a week, more people came to 
our tables than they had in Durban. It was awesome, 

more than 100 people signed up that week.

From there, we got back in the car and headed 
off to the windy city of Port Elizabeth, the 
windy city of Port Elizabeth. It was great, 
another week of meeting all the friendly 
people, telling them about their earth and 
then getting back into the little Yaris, first 
to East London, and then the long haul 
back to Jozi.

Excellence had become a reality. We 
were moving forward together and 
success took care of itself.

We beat our own expectations, we 
defied the odds by breaking previous 
records, we worked hard and we 
played hard.

We did it; I’m celebrating a job well 
done.
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Greg and Nigel Bloom-Salm, co-owners of Melville’s The Sleepy Gecko, met with Dianne Mc 
Alpine to talk about why they support Greenpeace Africa, their hopes for COP17 and their 
donation this year of R 25,000.

Nigel explains; 
“I have a long standing relationship with Greenpeace, and I’ve always been very concerned about 
what humans are doing to animals and the environment for their own enjoyment, without taking into 
consideration the impacts that we cause”.  

When Anne Dingwall, a long time Greenpeace campaigner came to Johannesburg to launch the 
very first office in Africa, it was only chance that she stayed at the guest house and ended up 
starting the office from one of their rooms, but it turned out to be the beginning of a strong and 
unyielding partnership.  In November 2009, when our office officially opened, Greg and Nigel signed 
up as our very first supporters.  Since then, they have been ever- loyal to the cause, volunteering, 
attending our events and inviting their friends and colleagues to join in.  

One of our campaigns that is very close to their heart is our oceans campaign, based in Dakar, 
Senegal.  

Greg grew up by the ocean and, in his youth, spent time volunteering as a lifeguard on “Toti” beach 
-that’s Amanzimtoti for us city dwellers- on the South coast.  While he doesn’t miss living by the 
ocean, that doesn’t mean he is not concerned about the plunder of our resources.

“We are particularly fussed about over-fishing and how effectively South Africa is selling fishing 
rights. I don’t think many South Africans think about the environment, they just can’t be bothered”, 
adds Nigel. They even have a handy pocket card indicating what fish should be avoided at restaurants 
or shops because they face becoming endangered. But not all South Africans are as careless about 
the environment as we may think at times. In the build up to the COP17 talks approaching, South 
Africans are digging their heels in and preparing to show the world’s leaders who we really are. 
The talks, which will be held in Durban in December this year, will make available a wealth of 
information for the day-to-day South African, encouraging both decision makers as well as the 
general public to take a stand for the continent that would be one of the hardest hit by run-away 
climate change, Africa.

As a devoted activist, Greg reminds me of his eagerness to take part in the various activities that 
he knows we will be planning, having also taken part in our very first action in Nelson Mandela 
Square in late 2009 before the COP15 talks in Copenhagen. Without the support of our followers 
Greenpeace Africa would not be able to make the impact it would like to, and most certainly not 
without the support of Greg and Nigel.

Greg & Nigel and their 
devotion to Greenpeace.
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This year saw the launch of the African Voices Tour, a Greenpeace initiative, bringing the fishermen 
of Senegal, Cape Verde and Mauritania right into the homes of the people who are stealing their 
livelihoods – the European markets.

In May, I went to Spain and Britain with Oumy Sene and Prudence Wanko, my colleagues at 
Greenpeace Africa to speak to European politicians and ordinary people in the street, fisherfolk, 
opinion makers and journalists, trying to persuade all of them to hear the plight of the West African 
people before the European Union drafts its new policy on fishing in our waters, the Common 
Fisheries Policy (CFP)

We met Spanish cabinet ministers, politicians and civil servants we spoke to the big Spanish retailers 
like Carrefour and El Corte Inglés.

In Britain we met with government and opposition Members of Parliament and the Fisheries minister 
himself, but a real highlight was going to Cornwall where we could meet small scale fishermen there 
– and learn about their traceable tag schemes which is a great example of how sustainable small 
scale fishing should operate.

We then went to the biggest fish market in London and I was interviewed by both print and TV 
journalists.

What we were trying to do was get the rape and pillaging of the West African fishing grounds onto 
the public agenda in these countries. We wanted to really get into people’s faces and provide an 
unassailable argument for changing the way their big corporate trawlers operate, by listening to the 
voice of the people who are paying the price for Europe’s bad policies.
We succeeded.

The price of freedom is eternal vigilance, they say. We cannot give up on the ground we won, we 
have to monitor the situation and keep up the pressure as the EU moves to ratify its new CFP.

The African voices 
Special by Raoul Monsembula
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Looking back at the 
World Social Forum

Oumy Sene Diouf

The World Social Forum was held in Dakar, 
Senegal, this year for a week in February. It’s an 
open meeting place where social movements 
and networks like NGOs and other civil society 
organisations opposed to neo-liberalism and 
rampant capitalist imperialism come together to 
meet, to talk, to think and then to come away 
with real plans that can change the world for the 
better and as quickly as possible.

This year, there was a great attendance from 
many NGOs and social bodies from across the 
globe who all descended on Dakar. There were 
so many delegates in fact that things were a bit 
chaotic; there weren’t enough rooms, stands 
had to be set up on sand, there often weren’t 
enough chairs, but none of this hampered the 
discussions and strategizing at the main venue, 
Dakar’s Cheikh Anta Diop University, which 
couldn’t have been a better location. 

The participation was impressive and loads of 
NGOs and social groups made it to Dakar. 
Our objective for Greenpeace Africa was 
to introduce them to our work in Africa by 
presenting our three campaigns: the climate and 
energy campaign in South Africa, since South 
Africa is the largest greenhouse gas emitter 
on the continent; our rainforest campaign to 
preserve the Democratic Republic of Congo’s 
critical indigenous rain forests and of course our 
recently launched West African ocean campaign, 
carried out by our Dakar office, opened  last 
September.

The forum was an incredible opportunity to 
introduce Greenpeace Africa to the broader NGO 
community, raising our profile and broadening 
our network base. 

On February 7th, Greenpeace Africa teamed up 
with Greenpeace Switzerland to put on a solar 
demonstration on Goree Island, an island best 
known as the last place slaves ever set foot on 
African soil before being shackled and shipped 
to America.

The event was well attended by at least 150 
people, drawn from civil society members, 
activists, partner NGOs, government officials, 
local city hall representatives and interested 
students.

Demonstrations were led by 11 young Senegalese 
who we had trained beforehand. We couldn’t have 
chosen a better topic to introduce Greenpeace to 
the region, because Senegal has been beset by 
its own energy crisis, marked by numerous and 
recurring power cuts.

The pressure was on us, the crowd was big, the 
media was present, which did not give me much 
of an opportunity to wander around and network 
on my own, but it didn’t mater because when it 
counted, we delivered – to a captive international 
audience. It doesn’t get better than that.

Here’s something you might not know about 
me. I work for the ocean because our seas 
are in crisis. You don’t need to hear the facts, 
I see it when I go to the marketplace. The 
price of fish is skyrocketing and the choice 
is diminishing each time. I love my national 
dish: “tiebou dieun with noble fish” but if we 
don’t act now, I might never be able to enjoy it 
again for the reality is that we are heading to 
a day when our oceans will have no fish.
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Nick Mokobane 
Greenpeace Africa’s       
face on the 
Rainbow Warrior
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Nick Mokobane 
Greenpeace Africa’s       
face on the 
Rainbow Warrior

We are really excited about our new flagship ship Rainbow 
Warrior III, that is being built at the Fassmer shipyard near 
Bremen,  Germany. The innovative Rainbow Warrior III is 
Greenpeace’s first purpose-built vessel, and will play a 
key role in Greenpeace’s future campaigns, allowing the 
organisation to continue bearing witness and taking action to 
prevent environmental crimes around the world. The ship will 
be officially launched later this year, to mark Greenpeace’s 
40th anniversary. The highly efficient 55m-high A-Frame 
mast system, created by the famous Dutch naval architecture 
firm Dijkstra and Partners, can carry far more sail than 
a conventional mast of the same size, and is the first time 
this design has been installed on a vessel of the Rainbow 
Warrior’s size.

The shape of the Rainbow Warrior’s hull has been designed 
for maximum fuel conservation – the Rainbow Warrior has the 
option to switch to diesel-electric propulsion in the absence 
of wind.  The ship also has many other features that make it 
much more environmentally friendly than other ships such as 
a central filling system for oil and fuel in order to prevent
spillages and biological treatment of gray and black water.

Its even more exciting for Greenpeace Africa, because one of 
our very own, Nick Mokobane, has been chosen as one of the 
New Hands on Deck.

Nick Mokobane (24) lives in Johannesburg, South Africa. He 
joined Greenpeace almost immediately after the organisation 
opened it’s first office in Africa 3 years. Next to volunteering 
and doing actions Nick is a Teamleader of one of the Face-to-
face fundraising teams in Johannesburg.

When asked how he feels about being part of this venture, 
Nick said: “To be a new hand on deck on Rainbow Warrior III is 
a great privilege and honor. When we went to see the Rainbow 
Warrior III in the shipyard in Germany in May it was my most 
exciting Greenpeace moment ever. It was like a brief look into 
the future and it looked bright green and full of hope. I feel I 
take part of this on behalf of the people of my home country. 
For the people of my home country the UN climate talks are 
not just about words on paper, brackets and negotiations, it 
is about safety, homes and food. Those people cannot be 
allowed to just fall through the cracks with regards to the fight 
against climate change and environmental injustices. For me 
its about Africa, its about South Africa, and its about a better 
tomorrow for our children and their children”.
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The ship tour. 
My experience. 
Raoul Monsembula

I spent five weeks on the Arctic Sunrise last year – they might 
just have been the most important six weeks of my life.

Off the coast of West Africa, I beared witness to the obscene 
overfishing as European and Asian fishing fleets pillaged the 
traditional fishing grounds.

When the Arctic Sunrise set sail on its long voyage from Las 
Palmas in the Canary Islands to the north of the Gambia, 
there were mixed feelings among the crew.

Drawn from 21 different nationalities, we were exhilarated by 
our impending adventure together, but bitter, to say nothing 
of sea sick, about the reality of the job we were about to 
undertake.

We were united by our goal – to monitor and document the 
foreign fleets as they destroyed the marine eco system. 
We found the criminal trawlers, noted their presence and 
then monitored them around the clock until they pulled up 
anchor and steamed off.; we came into contact with 130 
fishing vessels, 93 of which were foreigners and 29 were 
Mauritanian and Senegalese trawlers. The balance actually 
hid their names and ports of registry, making identification 
just about impossible.

14



If you break the numbers down even further, 61 of the foreign ships were European and 12 of these 
(20%) were about 100m long.

They could freeze 280 tonnes of fish a day, but what really got me was how these bottom trawlers 
would just chuck back dead and dying fish they didn’t want because there was no market for them.
The waste of what is known as by-catch was heart breaking 

When we met the local fishermen out at sea, they all complained of just how empty the waters had 
become because of these predator fishing fleets. They told of conflict with the foreigners in their 
traditional fishing grounds and how they were being forced to go further and further afield to feed 
their families and earn a living.

And in the middle of all this hardship was the incredible beauty of nature; whales blowing for air, 
the astounding diversity of marine bird life and the leaping fish at sunset, just beyond the bow of 
the Arctic Sunrise.

I learnt first hand what my role is, not just in Greenpeace but as a human being. I might just be a 
grain of sand in the greater scheme of things, but I can contribute to the protection of this part of 
the Atlantic Ocean.

We’ll save it not just for the coastal communities whose resource 
this is, but for the world at large too. That’s how important the 
West African fishing grounds are.
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Greenpeace Africa has offices 

in Democratic Republique du 

Congo, Senegal & South Africa. 

To contact Greenpeace Africa, 

please use the details below.

DRC Office:

Greenpeace Environnemental 

Organisation 8, avenue lodja, 

Q. “Socimat” Commune de la 

Gombe, Kinshasa,

République démocratique du 

Congo

Senegal Office:

2, Avenue Hassan II, 6eme etage, 

Dakar, Senegal

South Africa Office:

10A and 10B Clamart House, 

Clamart Road, Richmond, 

Johannesburg, South Africa

Postal address:

Greenpeace Africa

PostNet Suite 125

Private Bag X09, Melville

Johannesburg, 2109

South Africa

Tel: +27 (0)11 482 4696

Fax: +27 (0)11 482 8157

iafrica@greenpeace.org

For supporters: 

+27 (0)11 726 2404

safrica@greenpeace.org 

Website: 

www.greenpeaceafrica.org

Thank you for your continued support. We hope you have enjoyed 
browsing through the “Oceans Newsletter”. We want to hear 
from you...tell us what is happening in your communities, share 
insights about things people are doing to make a difference to their 
environments. Share your stories and please feel free to send any 
suggestions and ideas you have for the next newsletter.

Join us on facebook, tweet with us, become a volunteer and if 
you want to increase your donation or have friends and family who 
want to join Greenpeace Africa, give us a call on 011-726-2404. 
Visit our website www.greenpeaceafrica.org to see what else you 
can do to make a difference today.

Dear readers, friends 
and supporters

Raviro Gundani
Supporter Retention Coordinator

Yours truly,

Fiona Musona
Communications Director


