
 
 

February 20, 2017  
Beatriz Perez, Chief Sustainability Officer  
The Coca-Cola Company  
P.O. Box 1734  
Atlanta, GA 30301 
 
Dear Ms Perez, 
 
We acknowledge receipt of the email to Greenpeace, dated December 30, 2016, from 
Francisco Do Pico, concerning your lemon supplier in Argentina, La Moraleja. 
 
We wish to address the points raised in the email, which unfortunately do not alleviate our 
concerns. Coca-Cola’s supplier, La Moraleja S.A. continues to engage in illegal 
deforestation to provide areas for growing citrus fruits and genetically modified (GMO) soy. 
As we pointed out in our last letter, since the adoption of Argentina’s National Forest Law in 
2007, the total area deforested illegally by La Moraleja is more than 3,000 hectares of 
protected forests. The issue of sustainability and supply chains was brought up recently in 
the meeting you had in Davos with Greenpeace International Executive Director Jennifer 
Morgan. 
 
As we stated in our previous letter, La Moraleja has a substantial footprint: they have 30,000 
hectares located in the province of Salta (northern Argentina) in a transition area between 
the Chaco Forest and the Yungas Rainforest. This zone is critical for biodiversity 
conservation because it is a corridor between two National Parks. Currently, La Moraleja 
has 15,000 hectares of agriculture (mainly GMO soy) and 3,000 hectares of citrus, especially 
lemons. Its stated goal is to add 1,000 hectares of lemon plantations in the next four years. 
 
The e-mail from Coca-Cola included attachments supplied by La Moraleja. In these a letter 
claims that Greenpeace has not previously denounced this illegal deforestation. This is 
untrue, we pointed out unsustainable actions by La Moraleja in 2013 and 2014. See the links 
below. 
 

• http://www.greenpeace.org/espana/es/Blog/cuando-el-medio-ambiente-se-
convierte-en-un-n/blog/43749/ 

• http://www.greenpeace.org/argentina/Global/argentina/image/2013/bosques/cartas
-bosques/Carta-a-la-Secretaria-de-Ambiente-de-Salta-por-forestacion-en-La-
Moraleja.pdf  

• http://www.greenpeace.org/argentina/Global/argentina/report/2013/bosques/Situaci
on-de-la-Reserva-Pizarro.pdf  

• http://www.greenpeace.org/argentina/es/prensa/Comunicados-de-prensa/La-
Moraleja-de-Salta-si-no-controlas-desmontan-todo/ 

• http://www.greenpeace.org/argentina/es/noticias/Greenpeace-denuncia-
deforestacion-ilegal-en-zonas-de-alto-valor-ambiental/ 

 
The letter also states that the provincial government did not include La Moraleja in a list of 
companies that had been involved in illegal deforestation. However the “Map of 
deforestation in Salta from 2007 to 2014” produced by the Secretary of Environment of the 



Nation, which we included in our letter to you, clearly identifies the location as illegal 
deforestation, because these forests are protected by the National Forest Law. 
 
This situation is in direct conflict with Coca-Cola’s Sustainable Agriculture Sourcing Principle 
#9, the “Conservation of Natural Habitats and Ecosystems”, including your requirement to 
“Promote sustainable forest management and help protect woodlands from deforestation 
and illegal harvesting.” 
 
At a minimum, we expect Coca-Cola to ensure that its suppliers comply with its procurement 
standards. This is clearly not the case here and so we ask that Coca-Cola suspend business 
with La Moraleja S.A. until the company demonstrates full compliance with your sourcing 
principles. We further expect Coca-Cola to take responsibility for the deforestation already 
undertaken to supply your lemons and take remediating measures by facilitating the 
reforestation of the 3,000 hectares that La Moraleja illegally deforested after the 
implementation of the National Forest Law.  
 
We believe that it is the responsibility of The Coca-Cola Company to both correct these 
issues, and ensure compliance from sustainable suppliers in Argentina for years to come.  
 
We would like to discuss what a strong global Zero Deforestation Policy would look like, and 
related issues with you at your earliest convenience. 

Yours sincerely,  

 
Rolf Skar  

Forest Campaign Director, Greenpeace USA  

 
Hernán Giardini  

Forest Campaign Coordinator, Greenpeace Andino  
 
 
CC: Francisco Do Pico  
Director de Asuntos Públicos y Comunicaciones de Th e Coca-Cola Company para 
Argentina, Paraguay y Uruguay  


