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mir Putin has denied that Mos-
cow played any role in the upris-
ing, and leaders of the movement
to oust Bakiyev insist they re-
ceived only moral support. But
the Kremlin had made no secret
of its growing displeasure with
Bakiyev, and over the past few
months it steadily ratcheted up
the pressure on his government
while reaching out to the opposi-
tion.

The strategy was a sharp de-
parture from Russia’s traditional
support for autocratic leaders in
its neighborhood. It paid off
quickly and dramatically, and it
appears to have delivered the
Kremlin a rare foreign policy vic-
tory. 

Not only has Moscow served
notice on other wayward au-
tocrats in its back yard — many
of whom also govern Russian-
speaking populations that watch
Russian television — it also ap-
pears to have gained a greater
say over the future of the U.S. air
base here, which is critical to
supplying the NATO military
surge in Afghanistan.

Little more than a year ago, the
Kremlin regarded Bakiyev as an
ally, promising him more than
$2 billion in aid during a visit to
Moscow at the height of the glob-
al economic crisis. 

On the same trip, Bakiyev an-
nounced plans to close the U.S.
air base, in what was widely seen
as an exchange.

Four months later, after Russia
had made good on $415 million
of its pledge, Bakiyev suddenly
agreed to keep the air base open
when Washington offered more
than three times the original
rent. Russian officials, including
President Dmitry Medvedev, in-
dicated at the time that they had
blessed the decision, but it soon
became clear that the Kremlin
had been cheated — and was fu-
rious.

“The Russians were upset and
angry, not just because of the
base but because of his attitude,”
Tekebayav said.

In November, Russian media
reported that Putin upbraided
the Kyrgyz prime minister at a
summit, asking why the U.S. air
base had not been closed and al-
leging that the Russian aid mon-
ey had been stolen by Bakiyev’s
family. In February, Moscow
postponed payment of the re-
maining $1.7 billion of the pack-
age, with officials saying publicly
that the first tranche had been
misused.

In late March, two weeks be-
fore the April 7 protests, Russia’s
Kremlin-friendly television sta-
tions and newspapers marked
the fifth anniversary of Bakiyev’s
rise to power in the putsch
known as the Tulip Revolution
with unusually tough stories
about his rule. One paper com-
pared him to Genghis Khan, and
Russia’s top television station
hammered him with multiple re-
ports alleging corruption.

Much of the coverage focused
on Bakiyev’s son, Maksim, whom
he appointed to lead an eco-
nomic development agency and
who had become a lightning rod
for opposition charges of nepo-
tism and embezzlement. 

In addition to the reversal on
the U.S. base, analysts said, the
Kremlin turned against Bakiyev
because he tried to bring China
into a Russian deal to build a hy-
droelectric dam and to extract
rent from Moscow for a Russian
air base in Kyrgyzstan. Russian
leaders were also upset that Ba-
kiyev’s family was buying gaso-
line from Russia at special prices
and selling it to the air base, a
scheme worth as much as
$80 million per year, Russian
media reported.

Alexander Knyazev, a political
analyst here with ties to a Mos-
cow think tank, said people be-
gan to worry that the Kremlim
might expel the estimated 1 mil-
lion Kyrgyz migrants who work
in Russia and send money home
to their families. The remittances
account for as much as a third of
the Kyrgyz economy and at least
half of the government’s budget,
he said.

“Bakiyev was spoiling the rela-
tionship, and people saw it,” he
said. “That’s how this protest
mood got started.”

After the opposition an-
nounced plans for nationwide
protests, Putin provided a final
spark by signing a decree March
29 eliminating subsidies on gaso-
line exports to Kyrgyzstan and
other former Soviet republics
that had not joined a new cus-
toms union.

When the tariffs kicked in
April 1, Russian fuel shipments
to Kyrgyzstan were suspended,
said Bazarbai Mambetov, presi-
dent of a Kyrgyz oil traders asso-
ciation. Within days, gas prices
in Bishkek began to climb, enrag-
ing residents already angry
about sharp increases in utility
fees.

As the Kremlin leaned on Ba-

kiyev, it also consulted the oppo-
sition, hosting its leaders on vis-
its to Moscow, including in the
days before the protests. On the
eve of the demonstrations, the
Kyrgyz prime minister accused
one, Temir Sariev, of telling po-
lice that he had met with Putin
and had won his support for ef-
forts to overthrow Bakiyev.

Sariev, now the interim fi-
nance minister, said he never

met Putin or told police any such
thing. “But I did meet privately
with friends,” he acknowledged
with a smile. “We did discuss the
situation in Kyrgyzstan.”

Tekebayev, second in com-
mand of the interim administra-
tion, said Russia’s actions were
important because they signaled
to government officials that Ba-
kiyev could not stay in office, un-
dermining his support in key

ministries and regions when the
opposition seized control.

“The Russians used to work
only with those in power in the
former Soviet Union,” he added.
“But in the last year, they started
developing relations with the op-
position, like the Americans and
Europeans. I think, for the first
time, this approach was a success
for them.”
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Kyrgyzstan’s deposed president, Kurmanbek Bakiyev, left, looks on
as supporters deliver speeches in the courtyard of his family home. 

DON’T CRY FOR ME, 
PATAGONIA

A woman with long term political vision would not have 
endangered the glaciers and water reserves of Argentina.

Find out more at www.greenpeace.org/argentina/glaciers

Mrs. Kirchner: save the climate, quit coal!

Mrs. President, Cristina Fernandez de Kirchner:

During your visit to the USA, Greenpeace Argentina would like to ask you to 
consider this. Right now, your government is building a coal power plant in the 
heart of Patagonia, in the south of the Argentina. This is part of a wider plan to 
make huge investments in this dirty source of power, one of the biggest causes 
of global warming.

Global warming is a threat to the existence of the Andean glaciers. These 
glaciers are the main source of water for many communities in Argentina and 
the rest of South America. Glaciers are the most important water reserve for 
future generations of Argentineans. But they are disappearing.  
The situation will only get worse if more coal plants are built.

By investing in new green jobs and promoting wind power in the Argentine 
Patagonia, your administration has the chance to provide a clean, efficient, 
modern and decentralized energy supply to your people.

It’s time to redirect our investments from dirty and expensive sources of 
energy, such as coal, into a clean and renewable future. 

Right now Argentina can start an energy revolution. One that would start a 
transition to renewable energy, reduce emissions, minimize social impacts and 
generate green jobs.

When you go home, why not support the common desire of people all over the 
world for a greener future. For us, and for all generations.

Greenpeace is an independent organization that relies on individual donations to carry our peaceful campaign to protect the environment. Support us at greenpeace.org/donate


