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Taoiseach, a chara  
 
 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Green 10, the group of leading environmental NGOs active at EU level, with a 
combined membership of over 20 million citizens. We have long-standing experience in working with EU 
presidencies and believe we can support Ireland in the important leadership role of President of the Council 
of the European Union from January. 
 
Over the last few months, we have had positive interactions with some of your Ministers and high level 
officials in Dublin and Brussels regarding the overall shape of the Irish Presidency. From your programme, 
we note that the themes that will define your Presidency and its priorities focus particularly on “jobs and 
growth”. 
 
We are concerned that the direction of Europe's recovery is not adequate or clear enough from these 
statements. Without greater clarity on what form this recovery will take, Europe’s long-term economic 
interests will be overlooked. Indeed “jobs and growth” are nothing new: they have been a recurring theme 
since the EU Lisbon Strategy (in 2000). The Irish Presidency needs to innovate by providing a more focused 
impetus for this theme to be meaningful in the present context of economic recovery. 
  
The OECD advises that “Governments must … find new sources of growth and jobs. They should put in 
place policies that tap into the innovation, investment and entrepreneurship driving the shift towards a 
greener economy”. It strongly urges Governments in developed countries to plan now for this 
development. The EU has to some extent acted on this recommendation to green its economy when it 
adopted the EU 2020 strategy, which included the objective of improving the long-term sustainability of the 
EU economy by making it more resource efficient. We are concerned that Ireland’s Presidency is not paying 
sufficient attention to such strategic thinking and may therefore fail to act on it.    
 
As we enter the fifth year of the political response to the crisis, it is increasingly recognised that ‘quick-fixes’ 
to our economic and social challenges do not provide long-term solutions, can be costly and have lost 
popular support. For example, the OECD has described car scrappage schemes as wasteful, whereas 
changes to EU vehicle emissions standards have stimulated innovation in EU industry and delivered real 
reductions in fuel costs for citizens in Ireland and across the EU.   



 

For further correspondence on this matter, please contact:   
Genon K. JENSEN, Executive Director, Health and Environment Alliance (HEAL), and current Chair of the Green 10. 
Tel.: +32 2 234 36 43, E-mail: genon@env-health.org 

 
Greening the economy means building more sustainable employment across the entire economy: in 
manufacturing, financial services, retail and public services, as well as in those areas traditionally associated 
with ‘green jobs’.   
 
You could advance this agenda by refining the current statements regarding the high level themes that 
define the Irish Presidency.  A lack of clear focus will effectively make the 'jobs and growth' theme vacuous, 
and Ireland will miss the opportunity to provide leadership in this crucial period.   
 
We would be delighted to discuss these concepts further with your Ministers and officials before the 
Programme of the Irish EU Presidency is finalised and unveiled. We look forward to continuing our 
constructive engagement in the coming period.   
 
Is mise le meas, 
 
 

 
 
Genon K. Jensen, 
 
Executive Director, Health and Environment Alliance (HEAL) 
 
 
On behalf of the Green 10 EU Directors 
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