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Good cop, bad cop and the usual suspects at the EU October summit 
 
Next week, on Thursday 23 and Friday 24 October, EU leaders will meet in Brussels to agree on EU climate 
and energy targets up to 2030.  
 
While much of the media’s attention is on the Polish government playing bad cop on a future EU climate 
target, there are signs that it could be prepared to make a deal. However, targets on renewables and 
energy efficiency remain deeply contentious. These will have a major bearing on the success of the summit. 
Some EU leaders, including the UK prime minister, may play good cop on the climate target, but oppose any 
meaningful renewable or energy efficiency targets. 
 
With about 80 per cent of Europe’s carbon emissions coming from the energy sector, specific energy 
policies are needed to drive a transition away from polluting fossil fuels and nuclear power towards clean 
renewable energy. Only a trio of ambitious and binding targets can help fight climate change and boost 
innovation, employment and energy independence. 
 
Renewables – ending Europe’s success story?  
If the Commission’s proposed 27 per cent 2030 
renewables target is approved at next week’s 
summit, the growth of renewable energy would 
slow dramatically from 6.4% per cent per year, 
between 2010 and 2020, to 1.4% per cent per 
year, between 2020 and 2030. 
 
Renewable energies have made Europe's energy 
supply not only cleaner, safer and less dependent 
on imports; the sector has created over one million 
jobs and supported European technological 
leadership [1]. 
 
A recent study has found that targets for 
renewable energy and energy efficiency would 
bring down the costs of an energy transition by 
reducing investment risk and cutting financing 
costs [2]. 

Energy efficiency – an unused secret weapon 
This year’s Ukraine crisis has brought security of 
supply to the forefront of public debate. As the 
Financial Times puts it, roof insulation and other 
energy efficiency measures are "Europe's unused 
secret weapon against Russia" [3]. 
 
The Commission has calculated that with an 
efficiency target of 40 per cent, the EU could 
reduce gas imports by 40 per cent and oil imports 
by 19 per cent, compared to 2010. A target of 30 
per cent would only cut Europe’s gas imports by 
22 per cent and oil imports by 16 per cent. 
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EU governments - battle lines drawn 
A recent statement by the governments of Poland, Hungary, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Romania and 
Bulgaria, has shown that that their acceptance of a deal depends on fair effort sharing among EU countries, 
and financial mechanisms to support climate and energy investments [4]. Despite recent media statements 
by Polish politicians, the prospect of bringing Poland on board looks increasingly positive. 
 
On renewables, Germany, Denmark, Greece and Luxembourg support a binding 2030 renewable energy 
target of 30 per cent or more. Portugal and Sweden have called for a 40 per cent target. 
 
On efficiency, many EU countries, including Germany, France, Denmark, Austria, Belgium, Portugal, Ireland, 
Greece and Sweden also back a 2030 energy efficiency target of 30 per cent or higher.  The Czech 
government, and more recently the Dutch government, have signalled their support for renewables and 
efficiency targets. 
 
However, Britain has lobbied hard against binding targets for renewables and energy efficiency. It has 
argued this would make the decarbonisation of the energy system more expensive, while at the same time 
striking a deal with French energy company EDF to finance a nuclear power station that analysts have 
labelled the “most expensive power plant in the world” [5]. 
 
Industry – splits emerge 
Energy companies such as GDF-Suez, RWE and EON reject any targets for renewables and energy efficiency. 
They continue to massively invest in coal and gas power plants and their profits are heavily dependent on 
imported fuels from Russia and elsewhere [6]. The recent growth in renewables has brought down 
wholesale energy prices and is eating into their profits [7]. 
 
Business Europe, an industry lobby network, has rallied behind fossil fuel and nuclear energy companies 
and opposed ambitious climate targets [8]. 
 
Yet 12 of Europe’s largest companies, including Unilever, IKEA, Philips [9], and chemical company DSM [10], 
have called for EU leaders to set binding targets of well beyond 40 per cent in carbon cuts, at least 40 per 
cent for renewable energy and at least 40 per cent for energy efficiency. Large energy companies have also 
recently backed a binding 30 per cent renewable energy target [11].  
 
What to expect and what it means 
EU leaders are likely to endorse three targets for 2030: a domestic 40 per cent carbon reduction (without 
offset credits), a share of energy for renewables of 27 or 30 per cent and a 30 per cent cut in energy use 
(based on projected use in 2030). The level and binding nature of the energy targets and whether or not 
the carbon target will be preceded by the words “at least” are only likely to be decided during the summit. 
 
A 40 per cent domestic EU carbon reduction target adds little ambition to the 32 per cent drop in emissions 
that the Commission estimates will happen anyway by 2030, without any additional measures [12]. It is also 
not in line with the EU’s fair share of required global emission cuts. A 40 per cent carbon reduction target 
will also make it harder for the EU to achieve its long-term goal to cut carbon emissions by 80-95 per cent 
by 2050. 
 
There are further weaknesses in plans for the EU’s carbon market. Continuing free allocations of carbon 
allowances for industries would reduce the incentive for these sectors to invest in cleaner technologies. 
Furthermore, funds earmarked to reduce carbon in poorer EU countries could in fact be used to subsidise 
polluting coal plants [13]. 

 
With a 40 per cent carbon target, renewable energy is predicted to reach a 27 per cent share of energy 
used in 2030. This means that the proposed renewables target of 27 per cent is too low to boost 
investments and grow the renewables sector. 
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A 30 per cent energy efficiency target would actually result in no more than 12 per cent savings when 
compared to the latest energy demand projections. 
  
Background 
Greenpeace supports three binding targets for 2030: 55 per cent in carbon cuts within the EU (based on 
1990 levels), 45 per cent for renewable energy and 40 per cent for energy savings (based on Europe’s 
energy demand in 2005). 
 
According to polls, Europeans overwhelmingly support national targets for renewable energy and strong 
policies for energy efficiency [14]. In September, hundreds of climate marches took place across the world 
to call on political leaders to urgently address climate change.  
 
Next steps   
After this agreement on climate and energy targets for 2030, the EU will attend global climate talks in Lima 
next month. The new European Commission, led by Jean-Claude Juncker, will then draft legislation to 
implement the 2030 targets ahead of a crucial global climate summit in Paris at the end of 2015. 
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Contact: Greenpeace EU press desk: +32 (0)2 274 1911, pressdesk.eu@greenpeace.org 
 
 
This media briefing is also available on www.greenpeace.eu 
For breaking news and comment on EU affairs: www.twitter.com/GreenpeaceEU 
  
Greenpeace is an independent global campaigning organisation that acts to change attitudes and 
behaviour, to protect and conserve the environment and to promote peace. Greenpeace does not accept 
donations from governments, the EU, businesses or political parties. 

http://bit.ly/1sVr6rM
http://bit.ly/1sVr6rM
http://bit.ly/1wb9Du8
http://www.visegradgroup.eu/documents/official-statements
http://www.liberum.com/pdf/ULkWtp00.pdf
http://www.greenpeace.org/eu-unit/en/Publications/2014/Tied-down-Why-Europes-energy-giants-want-to-keep-us-hooked-on-imported-fossil-fuels/
http://www.greenpeace.org/eu-unit/en/Publications/2014/Briefing-Locked-in-the-past/
http://www.businesseurope.eu/Content/Default.asp?PageID=568&DocID=31830
http://www.degroenezaak.com/2030declaration.pdf
http://www.dsm.com/content/dam/dsm/cworld/en_US/documents/dsm-eu-2030-declaration.pdf
http://www.epia.org/fileadmin/user_upload/News/Joint_industry_letter_on_2030_RES_target.pdf
http://www.epia.org/fileadmin/user_upload/News/Joint_industry_letter_on_2030_RES_target.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/observatory/trends_2030/doc/trends_to_2050_update_2013.pdf
http://www.greenpeace.org/eu-unit/Global/eu-unit/reports-briefings/2014/20140908%20Stronger%20Together%20CAN%20WWF%20Greenpeace.pdf
http://www.greenpeace.org/eu-unit/Global/eu-unit/reports-briefings/2014/20140908%20Stronger%20Together%20CAN%20WWF%20Greenpeace.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/archives/ebs/ebs_409_en.pdf
mailto:pressdesk.eu@greenpeace.org
http://www.greenpeace.eu/
http://www.twitter.com/GreenpeaceEU

