
 

 

Dr Yannis Maniatis 
Minister of Environment, Energy and Climate Change 
Hellenic Republic 
 
By email 

 
Brussels, 31 December 2013 

 
 
Dear Minister 
 
I would like to thank you again for our meeting on 29 November, where we discussed how Greece can profit from 
a multiple target approach at EU level. My colleague Nikos Charalambides and I were encouraged that you intend 
to stress the environmental and economic benefits of an energy efficiency target during your Presidency. 
 
With this letter, I provide details on our concern related to the involvement of Greece in the process to agree 
environmental performance benchmarks (Best Available Technique Reference Documents, BREFs) for large 
combustion plants. The BREF process is co-ordinated by the IPPC Bureau of the Joint Research Centre and 
includes 4 distinct stakeholder groups:  
 
1) Member States 
2) Industries concerned 
3) Environmental NGOs 
4) European Commission 

 
As we mentioned to you, the Greek delegation seems infiltrated by industry, and the position taken by these 
delegates lacks environmental credibility and contradicts your public statements. 

 
It appears that the experts in the Greek “Member State” delegation represent the Public Power Corporation of 
Greece. We would like to point out that a person working for an “industry concerned” cannot be a “Member State” 
representative. We therefore urge you to intervene and replace all industry affiliated persons with persons who 
clearly qualify as Member State representatives (Environment Ministry, independent research institutes etc.). 
 
Furthermore, we regret that the position taken by Greece in the first round of consultation, which ended in 
October, does not at all reflect environmental objectives and your public commitments. For example, it seeks 
derogations on environmental standards and opposes compulsory energy efficiency performance. We trust that 
your intervention will eliminate these contradictions. 
 
I wish you all the best for the New Year! Progress in Council towards adopting three binding targets on energy 
efficiency, renewables, and greenhouse gases will be good news. Please do let us know if we can be of any help. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
Jorgo Riss, also on behalf of Nikos Charalambides  


