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Date: 25th March’2014 

 

Open letter to: 

 

Shri. V. S Sampath, 

Chief Election Commissioner, 

Election Commission of India 

 

 

Sir, 

 

In a sincere attempt to rescue the democratic fabric of our country, we request you to 

intervene and stop the government in abusing its power and violating the model code of 

conduct. It is a shame that this comes at a time when the nation will soon go through the 

biggest democratic exercise-elections. Over the past five years the UPA Government has 

subverted processes around participative democratic decision making - either by signing 

contracts with foreign suppliers of nuclear reactors or by blatant attempts to introduce 

genetically modified organisms (GMOs) on our plate.  

 

The UPA continues favouring private profit over larger public interest despite the 

announcement of elections. This is a violation of the model code of conduct and it tars 

the sanctity of the upcoming General Elections. 

 

The UPA Government has been adamant to approve GM crops in the country despite the 

growing scientific evidences against their safety and credible bodies like the 

Parliamentary Standing Committee on Agriculture and the Supreme Court appointed 

Technical Expert Committee (TEC) strongly recommending a cautious approach. It is 

outrageous that three days before the model code of conduct kicked in, Veerappa Moily, 

Environment Minister approved over 200 GM Field trials which had clear benefits for the 

promoters of this technology who are multinational seed companies. Under Moily’s 

direction the regulator for GM crops, Genetic Engineering Approval Committee (GEAC), 

met on the 21
st
 of March and revalidated open air field trials of 10 GM crops which have 

a huge consequence on our food security and seed sovereignty. The GEAC took this 

decision despite the matter on the safety of GM Field Trials pending in the Supreme 

Court which is slated for hearing on the 14
th

 of April 2014. The approval immediately led 

to further increase in share prices of those companies like Monsanto, whose GM crops 

have been granted permission for field trials.   

 

Similarly, the government’s undue haste in signing the agreement with Russia for 

Kudankulam Nuclear Power Project units 3 &4 at Kudankulam, Tamil Nadu should be 

scrutinised.  Legally the project is on a shaky ground. There is a case pending in the 

Supreme Court regarding the civil liability of the Russian suppliers at Kudankulam. 
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The opacity with which the negotiations have been conducted on this project has been 

denounced by many eminent citizens as well as local people protesting in Tamil Nadu.  

The government has tried to manoeuvre around the liability of foreign suppliers of 

nuclear reactors in past by introducing the Rules which go against the fundamental 

provisions of the Nuclear Liability Act. This move has been criticised by the 

Parliamentary Standing Committee on Subordinate Legislation as well as various 

Parliamentarians.  

 

The current attempt by the government to hurriedly conclude the negotiation without 

explaining its decision to the people or the Parliament should be challenged.  The 

government wants to ensure that the private profit of the foreign supplier is not 

jeopardized and for this they are willing to undermine the safety and security of its own 

citizens.  

 

As in the case of the gas price hike where the Election Commission has rightly notified 

the Central Government to put the price hike on hold, we strongly believe that the GM 

field trials that have been revalidated by the GEAC as well as approval of Kudankulam 

3& 4 should be put on hold.  There is a clear case of undue commercial benefit to a 

corporate in the former and complete disregard for the law of the land in the latter. 

 

We demand that the Election Commission immediately intervene and annul the GM Field 

Trials approved by the GEAC under the direction of the MoEF and defer the approval of 

Kudankulum 3 & 4 and ensure level playing field during the general elections. 

 

 

 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Samit Aich 
Executive Director, 
Greenpeace India 
 
 
 
 


