
Global warming will not just affect coastlines. It 
could extend to conveying infectious diseases 
such as malaria. A warmer environment boosts 
the reproduction rate of mosquitoes and breeding 
environment for microbes.

The United Nations’ Environmental Program recently 
announced that severe weather around the world 
made 2005 the most costly year on record. Climate 
change is already causing billions of dollars of havoc 
worldwide (remember New Orleans and Mumbai?) 
It could also lead to several fragile economies 
collapsing altogether. 

The greatest irony is perhaps that, like the worst of 
disasters to hit mankind, global warming is also our 
own doing. Such reflections however will mean little 
to those millions who will pay with their lives. For 
them as for the rest of the planet time is running out.

The Solar Generation in India was started on 16th 
February 2005, the same day the Kyoto Treaty came 
into force, having finally been ratified by Russia. 
Since then, the Solar Generation has been involved 
in various activities and events towards mobilising 
youth support for and creating awareness of Clean 
Energy alternatives.

Our campaign for Clean Energy provides 
opportunities for young people just like you 
to take charge of their future in radical and 
creative ways. To be part of this campaign, 
simply join the Solar Generation today. 

Mail solargen.in@gmail.com, hit our blog at 
solargeneration.blogspot.com, or visit our homepage 
at greenpeace.org/india/solargen

BUT HURRY, OFFER OPEN TILL SPECIES LAST.

NOT JUST THE SEA YOU CAN HELP
TURN BACK THE CLOCK

SOLAR GENERATION.

TIME HAS COME
YOU DON’T NEED TO

 BE SUPERMAN
TO SAVE 
     THE WORLD.

AN IDEA WHOSE 
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Burning fossil fuels like coal, oil and natural gas 
creates unnatural CO2 -- the pollution that traps 
heat in the atmosphere and causes global warming. 
This in turn throws the Earth’s climate off balance 
and creates bizarre weather patterns that are 
already having devastating effects on life as we 
know it.

Clean Energy, on the other hand, exploits the 
unlimited power of the wind, sun and other renew-
able sources to create power without pollution.

Working together with Greenpeace, young people 
around the world are joining this Clean Energy 
revolution. They’re a generation of people we like 
to think of as the “Solar Generation.”

Ice-free Artic summers. Penguins drowning in 
melting glaciers. Heat waves in North America. 
Floods in the Ganga River Delta.

You’ve probably heard all this before, but never felt 
it could actually affect you. Well, it’s time to get real. 
Climate change today is as much a political issue as 
reservation, as much a social issue as poverty, and 
as much a threat as terrorism.

WHAT EXACTLY IS CLIMATE CHANGE?
Climate change refers to the variation in the Earth’s 
global climate or in regional climates over time. 
These changes may come from processes internal 
to the Earth or be driven by external forces such as 
human activities. Changes in climate include rise in 
temperature, also known as global warming.

FACTORS INVOLVED IN GLOBAL WARMING.
The biggest factor of concern is the steady rise 
in temperature caused due to the accumulation 
of greenhouse gases and increase in the Carbon 
Dioxide (CO2) levels in the atmosphere. While 
deforestation and depletion of ozone levels are 
also behind global warming, the single biggest 
reason is our rampant use of fossil fuels.

CLIMATE CHANGE. 
IT’S REAL. IT’S HERE.  
AND YOU’RE INVOLVED.

IMPACTS CLIMATE REFUGEESWHY SOLAR GENERATION?

Freak weather around the world has uprooted 
a number of people. Already, islands from 
Lakshadweep to Vanuatu have been abandoned 
and evacuated because of rising sea levels. 
Bangladesh could easily be next.

Situated in the low-lying Ganga River Delta, 
Bangladesh is also one of the most densely 
populated countries on Earth.

Some estimate that the rise in sea level will leave 
at least a fifth of Bangladesh under water. And 
it is not just coastal areas that are under threat. 
Bangladesh’s rivers are expected to flood even 
more frequently. The irony is that Bangladeshis 
have contributed little to the pollution blamed for 
enhancing climate change, and which threatens 
to bring so much destruction to their country.

Some predict that in the future millions of people 
in low-lying countries like Bangladesh will be forced 
to migrate. It is estimated that around 200 million 
people could be affected by sea level rise in Asia 
alone. These numbers are only expected to go up.

Global warming is not a distant possibility. There’s 
widespread and deep agreement that climate 
change is real and the effects are already appearing.

Climate change is the cause for the shrinking ice 
shelves of Antarctica and the Artic, and the resultant 
rise in sea levels.

Increased sea levels, coupled with deforestation, 
will spell doom for coastal areas across the world. 
If sea levels rise, the countries that stand to be 
worst affected are South Asian countries like India, 
Pakistan, Thailand, Philippines, Vietnam and Bangla-
desh; as well as those along the African coastline. 
For Third World countries already burdened with 
poverty, coping with natural calamities at the scale 
being predicted will be a nightmare.
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