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Marrakech, 16 November 2016 – In response to the statement made today by US Secretary of State, Mr. 
John Kerry, and press conference by Mr. Liu Zhenmin, Chinese Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs at the 
COP22 UN Climate Negotiations:

Jennifer Morgen, Executive Director of Greenpeace International, said (about Mr. John Kerry's statement):

Secretary Kerry´s speech was a clear call to action. The global energy revolution is indeed irreversible and 
we will be the generation that ends fossil fuels. No nation can succeed that tries to ignore the direction in 
which the arc of history is bending. The global community is more united than ever in not just accepting the 
climate challenge, but in confronting it with action. Governments should react to Secretary Kerry´s call and 
increase their ambition. There is a moral imperative to do so. Climate change is personal to everyone, and 
that is why people in the United States and all over the world, as Secretary Kerry notes, are demanding 
urgent action.

“Secretary Kerry has seen the impacts of climate change at first hand.  He knows there is not one warning 
bell which is tolling, there are thousands.  And every year the sound they make grows louder.

“People hear the urgent warnings, as do businesses, cities and governments across the world.  The lobbying 
and influence of the fossil fuel industry cannot drown out the urgent reality of climate impacts. That is why 
this is the generation which will end fossil fuels, because we can and we must.”

Li Shuo, Climate Policy Advisor, Greenpeace China, said (about Mr. Liu Zhenmin's comments):

"Inside every crisis is an opportunity.  China has seized this.  It has driven a significant decline in coal 
consumption, which has helped the world to stabilize CO2 emissions over the past three years.  And it is 
investing at break-neck speed in renewable energies.  Now China needs to go even further.  The good news 
is that there is every reason for Beijing to do so.”

 One of the country’s high level diplomats has assured us that climate actions will continue in China 
regardless of the US political situation. It is not wasting time trying to second-guess the policies of the US 
president-elect.  China's climate policy is driven by self-interest and the need to improve the environment 
for its own citizens back at home, and avert the worst impacts of climate change.”

"It is now time for China to consider what proactive actions it should take. South-South climate finance is a 
good step in the right direction, and an area where China should do more."
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