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Intact Forest Landscapes (IFLs) in Crisis 

 

In 2014 Greenpeace celebrated the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) for taking decisive 
action to conserve the world’s remaining large unfragmented forest areas. Motion 65, 
which passed by a large majority at the last FSC General Assembly, proved the system’s 
gold standard status as it committed it to the protection of the vast majority of Intact Forest 
Landscapes – an important High Conservation Value. The Motion called for conservation 
of the world’s remaining large undisturbed forest areas, based on the best available 
science and other information – while also respecting the Free Prior and Informed 
Consent (FPIC) of Indigenous Peoples, traditional peoples and forest dependent 
communities.  

Two years later, FSC is failing to honour the direction set by the General Assembly to 
protect these forests. Large-scale logging in intact forests continues in FSC forests in all 
parts of the globe. The carefully negotiated deadline for implementation (December 31, 
2016) has been extended by the International Board of Directors, and status quo logging 
in intact forests will be allowed for 1 year in Brazil, Canada, Congo Basin and Russia, and 
for up to 2 years for all other countries with IFLs. 

Considering the fact that Intact Forest Landscapes are lost at a global rate of 20,000 
hectares per day, this is a devastating development for the world’s most important 
remaining forests. The delay in protecting IFLs will impact biodiversity and species at risk, 
will release carbon that has been sequestered for centuries, and may infringe on the rights 
of Indigenous Peoples.   

Greenpeace has submitted a formal complaint against the Board of Directors for its 
unilateral modification of a membership motion. We are calling on FSC to keep its 
promise, respect the decision of its membership, and implement a temporary moratorium 
of at least 80% until robust indicators are implemented globally.   

 

The Motion 65 Advice Note – have your say! 

 

The FSC Secretariat has released for consultation an Advice Note on the Development of 
Indicators for the Protection of Intact Forest Landscapes and Indigenous Cultural 
Landscapes in Brazil, Canada, the Congo Basin, and Russia. This outlines the details of 
the deadline extension and attempts to limit the damage to intact forests that the 
extension will inevitably cause.  However, the Advice Note doesn’t go far enough to 
safeguard intact forests during the delay in implementation of Motion 65.  

Consultation on the Advice Note is open until December 6, 2016.  If strengthened, the 
Advice Note can at least be made consistent with the intent of Motion 65.  To be credible, 
it must: 

 Temporarily restrict operations in Intact Forest Landscapes until robust indicators 
are implemented; 

 Apply safeguards globally, and especially in areas where intact forests are 
vulnerable and rare; 



 

 

 

 Prevent intentional high-grading of IFLs through restrictions on road building and 
increased allocations in IFLs, and by requiring operators to prioritize harvest 
outside IFLs; 

 Prevent the destruction of IFLs to the extent that they lose their IFL status; 

   In relevant forest regions, resource the development of Indigenous Cultural 
Landscapes (ICL) indicators at the same time as IFL indicators as one way to 
implement Free, Prior and Informed Consent; and 

  Give certification bodies the power to issue non-conformance reports. 

 

Please submit your comments to: iflindicators.comments@fsc.org by December 6. 

 

FSC as the Gold Standard   

 

FSC still has the chance to establish its leadership on the conservation of the world’s 
large unfragmented forests. In an attempt to emulate FSC, other certification systems are 
looking at integrating the IFL concept. If FSC acts now and upholds the spirit and intent of 
Motion 65, it can stay at the head of the pack. It is in all of our interests as FSC members - 
and the interest of the world’s forests - that FSC remains the gold standard in forest 
certification.  

 

For more information, contact: catharine.grant@greenpeace. 
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