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Intact Forest Landscapes (IFLs) given some breathing room: 

 

The latest direction by FSC on Motion 65 creates space for solutions to be 
developed for IFLs. However, the threats to these forests continue to be urgent. 
Greenpeace encourages FSC to facilitate the rapid develop of indicators to protect 
the world’s remaining IFLs, and for companies to avoid degrading these important 
ecosystems.  

In late 2016, Greenpeace was concerned about the direction the Forest Stewardship 
Council (FSC) was taking regarding the implementation of Motion 65, which calls for the 
protection of the world’s remaining large undisturbed forest areas (Intact Forest 
Landscapes). The Motion requires their long-term protection to be based on the 
best available science and other information – while also respecting the Free Prior and 
Informed Consent (FPIC) of Indigenous Peoples, traditional peoples and forest dependent 
communities.  

Greenpeace filed a complaint against the FSC Board of Directors for failure to implement 
the original default indicator included in Motion 65, which was approved by the 2014 
General Assembly. 

In late December 2016, FSC published an Advice Note directing companies how to 
implement a number of interim measures in the absence of indicators to protect Intact 
Forest Landscapes (IFLs). Certificate holders with areas of IFLs are allowed to continue to 
operate in up to 20% of the area, while setting aside at least 80% of the IFL. In addition, 
certificate holders are not permitted to conduct activities that will reduce the size of any 
IFL to below the 50,000 ha threshold. If fully implemented, these interim measures will 
give some breathing room to threatened IFLs, while regional/national indicators are 
finished and implemented. It will allow regions more time to properly apply FPIC, including 
through the concept of Indigenous Cultural Landscapes (ICLs).   

It is Greenpeace’s view that the intent of Motion 65 has been upheld in the Advice Note, 
and has now withdrawn its complaint against the FSC Board of Directors. 

 

There’s more work to be done - next steps:  

 

While FSC staff and numerous stakeholders have already dedicated significant time to 
working on solutions for IFLs, the next months are a critical time for finalizing robust 
indicators. The work of the international HCV working group must be finalized and 
translated into nationally and regionally appropriate IFL protection indicators. In addition, 
FSC should transparently monitor the implementation of the measures included in the 
Advice Note to ensure that they are effective in preventing major losses of these important 
forests, and make public the maps of all concessions that overlap with IFLs. 

Many regions are well along the way to finalizing indicators - including Canada and 
Russia. Greenpeace has the expectation that regional approaches - while they may vary - 
will all be precautionary; will respect Indigenous and customary rights; and ultimately will 
exclude operations which fragment forests in the vast majority of IFLs.  

In the meantime, Greenpeace will continue to encourage forest products and consumer 
companies to avoid sourcing products that threaten Intact Forest Landscapes. 



 

 

 
Why protecting IFLs is still a priority: 

 

According to new research published in January 2017, IFL degradation is not slowing 
down and in fact is accelerating in some regions, especially in tropical IFLs. The study 
also shows that forestry is the primary driver of IFL loss globally, surpassing agriculture 
and oil and gas development. Finally, the study examined IFL loss in the Congo Basin and 
found that up until now, FSC has not slowed that loss. Similarly, a 20 year analysis of 
wilderness areas found alarming rates of loss, with industrial forestry the key threat for the 
Amazon and boreal regions.1 Motion 65 provides an opportunity to reverse this trend and 
allow FSC to make a significant impact in prevent degradation of the world’s last intact 
forests. And its implementation needs to happen fast, as some countries may lose their 
IFLs in 15 to 60 years if the 2000-2013 rate of degradation continues. 

Intact Forest Landscapes are one of the most important ecosystems on the planet. They 
have exceptionally high conservation, carbon and social values, and this has been 
recognized by experts globally. The Convention on Biological Diversity - which has nearly 
200 government signatories- has acknowledged the importance of these landscapes and 
has developed targets for the reduction of their degradation. In addition, in 2016 the IUCN 
adopted a resolution supporting the conservation of primary forests, including Intact 
Forest Landscapes.  

These developments confirm the critical importance of initiatives such as Motion 65 – 
successful implementation of which could position FSC at the forefront of global forest 
conservation - and the need for stakeholders to come together to urgently address global 
threats to ecologically intact forests.  

 

For more information, and to learn more about how you can support the protection of 
Intact Forest Landscapes, contact: catharine.grant@greenpeace 
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